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Eastern Shore 

Rail to Trail Study



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

MetroQuest Survey

Surveyed May 15 to June 5

3,400 participants

▪ 50,110 Data Points

Over 6,000 comments

Frequently Asked Questions document



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

MetroQuest Survey – All Participants

Strongly Agree or Agree

Neutral, Disagree, 

Or Strongly Disagree

90% of 

Participants 

would visit 

this path

Agreement with “I would visit 

this path if built.”



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

MetroQuest Survey – Eastern Shore Residents 

Only

Strongly Agree or Agree

Neutral, Disagree, 

Or Strongly Disagree

88% of 

Eastern Shore 

Participants 

would visit 

this path

Agreement with “I would visit 

this path if built.”



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

MetroQuest Survey

▪ Participant Zip Codes

– 9% Outside of this area

Virginia

Maryland

Delaware
179 Responses

2 Responses



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

Virginia

Maryland

MetroQuest Survey

▪ Participant Zip Codes

– 9% Outside of this area

179 Responses

2 Responses



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

Most Important User Benefits

2nd

Health and Wellness

3rd

Increase Tourism

1st

Safer Places 

to Walk and Bike



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

Primary Shared Use Path Modes and Use—

All Participants

Biking
45%

Walking
32%

Running
12%

Other
8%

None
3%

Mode

Shopping/
Commuting
6%



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

Primary Shared Use Path Modes and Use—

Eastern Shore Residents Only

Biking
38%

Walking
37%

Running
13%

Other
9%

None
3%

Mode

Shopping/
Commuting
6%



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

Marker Results
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EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

MetroQuest Comments—General Feedback



EASTERN SHORE RAIL TO TRAIL STUDY

MetroQuest Comments—General Feedback

Positive Themes

• Build it now!

• No where safe to walk 

or bike now

• Great alternative to the 

beach

• This would help 

businesses

Negative Themes

• Waste of money

• Use ROW to improve 

Route 13

• Keep rails for train rides

• Farming Concerns

• Trespassers, ability to 

move farm equipment, 

ability to apply 

pesticides

6% Neutral Responses

7% Neutral Responses

All 

Participants

Residents 

within ¼ 

Mile of Rail



“Folks that presently park on RT 13 northbound need 

access to their homestead so these folks do not 

have to park on the highway”

“This could be a game-changer for the 

economy of Virginia's eastern shore.”

“There are no sidewalks in my neighborhood but the 

railroad tracks go right past my back yard. This would 

give my community a much needed safe place to 

walk/jog and teach our children to ride their bikes”



I’m physically disabled and use a wheelchair 

for being outside and going a long distance. 

This trail would allow me get exercise, take in 

some of the beautiful nature on the Eastern 

Shore, and meet up with friends and family 

to socialize and exercise at the same time. I 

think it’s a brilliant idea and would benefit 

Virginians.”



Eastern Shore residents do not have access in our rural 

area to walk safely. Many rural roads here on the shore are 

very round topped and narrow. It is unsafe to walk without 

lighting, sidewalks and other amenities afforded nearby 

cities. Tractor trailers daily fly up and down back roads where 

we used to walk carrying chickens, farm equipment, and 

fuel. We need healthier activities here since many of our 

citizens overweight and unhealthy. Beach access is either 

Cape Charles or Assateague beaches and there is nothing in 

the middle. The YMCA is very expensive for most people. 

A great usage of the raid road in making it available to 

everyone to walk, ride a bike, or walk their dog would be a 

great addition to our rural towns. It would be a healthy 

addition to our counties for so many to start making a 

healthier lifestyle by adding exercise to their daily routine.”



Running or biking on the local roads here 

is extremely dangerous. You literally put your 

life on the line. I moved to the ESVA from 

Northern Virginia where we had amazing bike 

and walking trails. I used the W&OD almost daily! 

Outside of a school track or a treadmill, you 

don't have a safe option for biking/running. 

This would be great for the shore! And if food 

and sightseeing options could be co-located, it 

would be great for our community, small 

business and also tourism!!”



My doctor has recommended that I walk or ride 

my bicycle on a regular basis for exercise. However, 

I live in Exmore on a busy street that doesn't have a 

sidewalk so doing either activity is unsafe for me 

unless I drive to a school and use their facilities to 

walk or drive to a park to ride my bicycle. I also try 

to conserve fuel and ride my bicycle to the 

grocery store when weather permits. Again this is 

unsafe as I have to ride on the shoulder of Route 13 

because there are no bike or walking trails to the 

shopping center that I use. A trail with off shoots 

to the shopping center would be safer than 

riding on Route 13.”



Eastern Shore Rail to Trail Feasibility Study – Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Who is responsible for the current trail planning study? 

• The Virginia Department of Transportation is funding and leading the current study and is 

working in partnership with various stakeholders including Canonie Atlantic Company, 

the Virginia Department of Conservation, the Dahlgren Railroad Heritage Trail Alliance, 

the Accomack-Northampton Planning District Commission, and other local, regional, and 

state agencies. 

2. Who will pay for construction of the trail? And who will own and maintain it? 

• Any construction of a trail will likely be designed and constructed in phases, using a 

variety of funding sources. It is possible that federal and state funding from sources like 

the Transportation Alternative Program, SMART SCALE and Recreational Access program 

could be used. The study will address options for trail maintenance and ownership, such 

as state agencies, not-for-profit organizations, and/or local government agencies. 

3. Will the study include recommendations for connections off of the main line trail, including 

connections to Eastern Shore destinations and extensions to Hampton Roads and Maryland? 

• The study will include suggestions for spur connections to Eastern Shore destinations and 

will reference the prior plans for linking to the Southern Tip Trail and Kiptopeke State 

Park. Extensions to Hampton Roads and Maryland are outside the scope of the study, but 

those suggestions will be documented as part of the public input record. 

4. Will the study include trailheads and amenities such as wayfinding signage, parking, restrooms, 

bicycle parking, and picnic tables? 

• Yes. The study will recommend priority locations and types of improvements for 

trailheads and other support facilities along the trail. 

5. How will safety be addressed, including safety at roadway crossings as well as personal safety and 

issues such as trespassing? 

• The study will include specific recommendations for roadway crossings. Potential 

patrolling and police enforcement on the trail will depend on eventual trail management 

and ownership. 

6. What is the timeframe for construction of the trail? 

• There is no definite timeline for construction. This will largely be determined by local, 

state, and/or regional champions and potential trail managers. Available funding will also 

be a factor. There are currently three active applications for SMART SCALE funding for 

trail sections at Cape Charles, Onley, and Accomack – if awarded SMART SCALE funding 

full design work could start in August 2025. 



7.  Why are SMART SCALE projects being pursued before the study is finished? 

• Working with local stakeholders, the study team identified several sections to advance for 

potential funding during the current round of SMART SCALE reviews. These decisions 

were based in part on trail sections that are likely to experience high demand, and also 

where local stakeholders were able to commit to maintenance of the trail. Also, it is 

important to point out that actual funding through the current round of SMART SCALE 

would not be available until August 2025 at the earliest. 

8. Will the study consider equestrian use? 

• Yes. The study is considering needs for equestrian use, including potential separation of 

cyclists and equestrians as well as appropriate surface materials and horse trailer parking. 

9. What are the existing conditions along the rail line? 

• The right-of-way initially contained two parallel rail lines, one of which has been 
completely removed. The remaining rail line is intact, including ballast, ties, and rails. In 
general, the right-of-way remains clear, although there is some overhanging vegetation 
in some sections. Drainage patterns follow existing diches and swales. These conditions 
will allow removal of the remaining ties and rails and establishment of a trail with 
limited clearing and grading. 

10. Is the trail project compatible with future utilities? 

• Yes. The rail right-of-way can accommodate the trail along with potential future utilities 

such as sewer lines. Co-locating trails and linear utility corridors has proven successful in 

many locations, including a portion of the Virginia Capital Trail in Richmond. 

11. Can rail service be resumed on the line? 

• The current tracks cannot move any rail traffic without significant investment. This 

corridor is currently under consideration for railbanking which is a voluntary agreement 

between a railroad company and a trail entity to use an out of service corridor as a trail 

until a railroad may need the corridor again for rail service. If this corridor is successfully 

rail banked the abandoning railroad has the right to re-establish rail service. 

• Background on Railbanking. https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-

toolbox/acquisition/railbanking/#:~:text=Railbanking%2C%20established%20in%201983

%20as,corridor%20again%20for%20rail%20service. 

 

12. What is the status of this trail approval and/or funding with the Surface Transportation Board 
(STB)? 

• Cassatt Management, LLC on behalf of Bay Coast Railroad, Eastern Shore Railroad Inc, 
and Canonie Atlantic Co filed for abandonment of 49.1 miles of the Eastern Shore 
Railroad between Hallwood and Cape Charles on July 15, 2019. Dahlgren Railroad 
Heritage Trail Association and the Virginia Bicycling Federation filed a Notice of Interim 
Trail Use in response to this abandonment. No other applications were accepted by the 
Surface Transportation Board. On June 19, 2020 the Surface Transportation Board 

https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/acquisition/railbanking/#:~:text=Railbanking%2C%20established%20in%201983%20as,corridor%20again%20for%20rail%20service.
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/acquisition/railbanking/#:~:text=Railbanking%2C%20established%20in%201983%20as,corridor%20again%20for%20rail%20service
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/acquisition/railbanking/#:~:text=Railbanking%2C%20established%20in%201983%20as,corridor%20again%20for%20rail%20service
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/acquisition/railbanking/#:~:text=Railbanking%2C%20established%20in%201983%20as,corridor%20again%20for%20rail%20service


extended the negotiating period between Canonie Atlantic Co and Dahlgren Railroad 
Heritage Association to July 6, 2021. 




