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Appendix H
Public Comments/VDOT Responses

This document captures comments received during Phase 1 of the Route 1 study in the following groups:

Project Email Inbox and Letters Received by VDOT Page 2
VDOT Website Survey after PIM #1 Page 114
VDOT Website Survey after PIM #2 Page 119
VDOT Website Survey after PIM #3 Page 121
Comments on August 2021 Draft Report Page 125

Responses are provided by VDOT for each group of comments, starting on the page numbers shown
above. The comments and responses are in addition to the Task Force meeting summaries (Appendix F
of the report) and the Public Information Meeting summaries (Appendix G of the report).
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10/19/2020 Chris Slatt

Project Team,
See attached screenshot. Is this priority safety? Or throughput? Or both? Given that design treatments
that improve safety are often at odds with treatments that would improve throughput, I would call this
current survey setup "disingenuous" at best.

The study aims to provide sufficient information to make the best decision on a
future project on Route 1 in Crystal City. The comment is understood that there
will be conflicting interests in any multimodal corridor, and the project will need to
balance those interests.

10/20/2020 Michael Hong

Most of the proposals for Route 1 in Crystal City, Arlington, involve bringing down the road to ground
level, creating grade crossings at 15th and 18th Streets. What about keeping most of that idea, lowering
Rte. 1 to ground level as it runs south to Crystal City and creating a grade crossing at 15th Street. This
would allow for the removal of the on/off ramps that now connect Rte. 1 to 15th St.?

But what about having Rte.1 rise back in elevation from 15th St. and retain the existing overpass above
18th St.? This would allow for easy pedestrian and bike travel to the Crystal City Metro station. Rte. 1
could continue on its current elevation to 20th St., where it lowers down to ground level at the grade
crossing with 20th St.

Most of the new car traffic in the "National Landing" area will be headed to the permanent Amazon HQ2
buildings at Metropolitan Park on 15th St. and later on, to the Phase 2 buildings at PenPlace on 12th St.
Grade crossings on Rte. 1 with 12th St. and 15th St. would make sense.

But it does not appear as necessary for 18th St. There should be at least one low-stress pedestrian
crossing of Rte. 1 in Crystal City. That could be the overpass above 18th St. Retaining that overpass
would save money by not requiring the demolition of that structure. It would not interfere with the plan
to improve Rte. 1 access to 12th St. and 15th St. (and the future permanent Amazon HQ2 campus
buildings). The on/off ramps for Rte. 1 could be removed while retaining the overpass above 18th St.
There would probably need to be some modification to Rte. 1 between 15th and 18th St., as the
roadway would have to rise in elevation from ground level up to the existing overpass.

Future plans to create a more dense, pedestrian-oriented neighborhood would not be affected by
retaining the overpass over 18th St.

I hope that your agency will give this idea serious consideration.

Route 1 will remain above 12th Street. This overpass is too close to Route 110 and
I-395 to bring Route 1 down to grade.  12th Street also is a key route for the
Metroway system. Phase 1 of the Route 1 study found that a consistent approach
is feasible and has recommended an at-grade option with both 15th Street and
18th Street intersections at grade.

10/29/2020 Christopher
Ziemann

One more question, are you also accepting comments from the City now? As in, an official letter or
something?  The City is more than welcome to submit comments at any time.
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11/6/2020 Christopher
Ziemann

Dear Route 1 Multimodal Study Team,

Thank you for the opportunity to participate with and provide input on this project. The idea of creating
an at-grade boulevard on Route 1 through this urban area has merits, and the City of Alexandria (the
City) supports efforts to create a more connected grid and promoting walking, biking, and transit around
Northern Virginia.

In reviewing the information that has been provided so far, the City is not making a determination on a
preferred alternative, option, or design at this time. The primary concern for the City is that any
improvements throughout this area do not restrict northbound traffic in the morning peak period to an
extent that it would create an unreasonable increase in delay within the City. Alexandria, as Arlington
County, has heavy traffic traveling through the city to other destinations on a few primary routes. Large
increases in congestion would have a negative impact not only on Alexandria’s key transportation
corridors, but it could also increase cut-through traffic on neighborhood streets in residential areas.

The City looks forward to participating in this exciting project. If you have any comments or questions,
feel free to reach out to Christopher Ziemann, Transportation Division Chief, at
Christopher.ziemann@alexandriava.gov.

The major chokepoint for northbound AM traffic is the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection. Due to the proximity of S. Clark Street, limited changes are
anticipated at this intersection. As a result, no measurable negative impact is
anticipated for the City of Alexandria from the recommended option.

12/8/2020 Susan Barron

The new bus lanes further south are a disaster - what a waste of money and a logistical nightmare for
drivers and pedestrians to negotiate. Do not add any more bus lanes or try to add bike lanes to Route 1.
In fact, consider removing the bus lanes and release those lanes back to all traffic, including busses. The
addition of any trees will only serve to block sight lines when turning, provide shade for ice to form and
create hazards when branches and trees fall. Pedestrians jaywalk all the time at all possible crossings. No
amount of lights is going to change that. In non-pandemic times the area is a tourist mecca - they are a
constant danger to themselves and to locals as they try to negotiate the streets. Thought should be
given to that. For example- signage to locate the Metro is virtually non-existent. Route 1 is a major
thoroughfare. Forget trying to make it something else...All improvements should be focused on getting
traffic through the area as quickly and safely as possible. Update your plan to reflect the name change to
Richmond Highway. Improve the exit from Route 1 to 12th where it overlaps with Route 110 coming in
and merging out - it is very dangerous. Until you eliminate the at grade business entrances (for the hotel

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included
in the study because they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan. Landscaping
could be included along the roadway because that is called for the Crystal City
Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
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at 21st, Exxon at 23rd, or the McDonald's and hotel further south) you are not going to see any real
improvements in traffic flow.

pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

12/16/2020 Robert Douglas

Thank you for taking a look at this issue. With the widening of Route 66 inside and outside the beltway
to as wide as 10 lanes, the widening of 495 and the new expanded toll lanes moving commuters down
395, it’s obvious that the need to move cars has never been more critical for the quality of life and the
economy of the DC area. As you consider changes to Route 1, I urge you not to do anything to slow the
ability of cars to pass from North to South in the area. In fact, I urge you to do just the opposite – to
make it easier for commuters to pass through the area. Please make the signal timing better and move
commuters through Crystal City/National landing. Some argue that Multimodal is what we need in our
area, but the facts and metrics say just the opposite. Lets face reality, the population is growing and
people are choosing to use cars more than ever for transportation. This fact is reflected in the roadway
expansion projects all around us. Don’t slow traffic on Rt. 1. If you do, Google maps and Waze will direct
traffic to cut through the neighborhood, rather than down Rt. 1.

Ever since Arlington decided to convert S. Eads Street from a 5 lanes of vehicle capacity from 24th Street
South to 15th Street South/395 to 3 lanes of traffic in the interest of dedicated bike lanes, the number of
commuters cutting though the residential neighborhoods to the West of Rt. 1 has doubled. Our
neighborhoods are suffering. We are less safe and our quality of like has deteriorated.

PLEASE KEEP TRAFFIC MOVING ON RT. 1. If you slow traffic, they will just cut through the
neighborhoods. How is making Multimodal safter around a highway and the expense of the Multimodal
transportation in our neighborhoods safer? I contend it is not. Please keep this in mind when you
consider any changes. Again, I urge you to make traffic move better on Rt. 1.

Thank you for your time and consideration

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included
in the study because they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan. Landscaping
could be included along the roadway because that is called for the Crystal City
Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

12/16/2020 Susan Barron

Very disappointed that nowhere in the information about this meeting was it noted that the Webinar
software is "available only on the App Store for iPhone and iPad."

Feels like an attempt to discourage participation.

Thank you. I was trying from an iMac running Catalina 10.15.7. I couldn't find the software in the
AppStore and for security reasons do not load software directly from vendor sites. I also have an iPad
Mini and was able to load the software onto that device and attend the meeting that way. Thank you for
following up.

I’m sorry you had difficulty attending the virtual meeting. The advertisement has a
phone number for audio attendance only.

I'm glad you were able to attend. I have experience with iPads and iPhones, but no
experience with iMacs, so I won't be much help.
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12/16/2020 Ronda Moore
Thank you for taking time during to post work hours to allow citizens to engage in the ongoing Route
1 Multimodal Study. Do you mind addressing how either growing presence of mental illness, drug use,
public indecency (urinating, defecation, etc.), crime, and similar concerns relating to safety?

 Unfortunately, this is beyond the scope of our transportation study for Route 1.

12/16/2020 Robert Douglas

Please do not slow or restrict N/S Route 1 traffic in the area. If you restrict traffic flow on Rt.1, you will
increase traffic flow into the residential neighborhoods to the West and down Crystal Drive as
commuters avoid traffic. This is far more dangerous for pedestrians than walking under Rt. 1 at 18 th and
15th Streets. I also like the idea of putting 23rd Street under Rt. 1 – please consider it. It would be much
safer.

All this Arlington talk about multimodal ignores the following facts:

Metro ridership has been falling for years.  It’s down 87 % since covid.

Metro Bus ridership has been falling for years. It’s down 57 % since covid.

Arlington Art ridership has been falling for years and is down significantly since its peak in 2017.
No one rides the Metroway – the dedicated bus lanes and bus stops traveling down Rt.1 in Alexandria
and the dedicated bus lanes and bus depots in Crystal City are a huge waste of the public right of way. It
looks like Metroway is being canceled by Metro for a couple of years due to funding and lack of
ridership. How much longer will we have to watch empty busses, until public officials realize this great
idea has failed?

Please look at the metrics for all these Multimodal options. Almost all forms of public transportation
were in a serious decline before Covid-19. Covid-19 has changed everything - will riders ever come
back?  Continuing to build infrastructure for transportation systems/modes that that no one rides seems
like a huge waste of money and a waste of public right of way. I mean no disrespect, but these 19
Century Transportation models are losing ridership year after year.

I beg you to please look at the yearly ridership declines and give real consideration to the question….
Does investing more money and designing roadways for transportation modes that are losing ridership
year after year make sense?

Thanks for your time and attention

The project team cannot speak to transit operations.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

12/18/2020 Bob Gronenberg

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the 16 December virtual Public Information Meeting for
subject feasibility study. I lived in Crystal City for 3 years in the 1970s, and worked there for 30 years, so
I’m not a stranger in paradise. While the presentations were clear and concise, the study appears to be a
“solution” looking for a problem. Slide 15 states “Most crashes occur at signalized intersections,” yet
the study proposes lowering Richmond Highway to grade level and creating three more accident-prone
grade level intersections! The survey results, although characterized as only one element in the decision-

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.
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making process, clearly indicate pedestrian and traffic safety are the respondents’ top priorities. For
vehicles, bicyclists and pedestrians, the existing segregated crossings under the elevated roadway are
inherently safer than complex signalized grade level intersections. And the sudden deceleration for
southbound traffic from 55mph+ to 30mph and a possible red signal, all within the distance of one block,
will likely result in rear-end collisions and potential traffic backups into the left lane exit and I-395
through lanes. The “urban boulevard” concept, with old-timey streetlights brick sidewalks and hanging
flower baskets, certainly has its appeal, but Richmond Highway is a highway. Attempting to
unrealistically transform it into a neighborhood street, without providing any alternative routes for
through-traffic to Alexandria and Fairfax County, is unrealistic. As one meeting participant astutely
pointed out, there is no alternative for commercial vehicles as they are prohibited on the George
Washington Memorial Parkway. With explosive development in the area south of Crystal City, traffic on
Richmond Highway will only increase in the coming years resulting in more congestion and spillover onto
neighborhood streets. I’ll stipulate that Richmond Highway through Crystal City is not charming. But it is
functional. With vehicular accidents having decreased over the last five years, and no fatalities occurring
during that period, would it not be more appropriate to apply resources to signal optimization, turning
lanes, underpass lighting and pedestrian safety, rather than reverse the positive trend by adding more
inherently hazardous grade level signalized intersections? In cities such as London and Tokyo, overpasses
and underpasses carry bicyclists and pedestrians across busy urban roadways and complex intersections.
Yet here, under the guise of safety, we have a proposal to put more people in harm’s way. Enough said.

Thank you very much, and happy holidays!

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

1/10/2021 Pamela Van
Hine

I am submitting my comments on the VDOT Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study directly to you because
the VDOT website comment section had a limit of 255 characters. The first VDOT project goal is
"Improve multimodal safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, micro-mobility modes, transit and vehicles along
and across Route 1." How does VDOT plan to make the pedestrian crossing at 18th safer than the
current, existing condition? We currently have no conflict with Route One traffic overhead, and it's
already very safe for pedestrians, cyclists, and transit riders. If you can make crossing 18th safer, how
will you then support the project's fourth goal of maintaining vehicular operations, including keeping
Route One traffic off of our parallel streets?

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

1/10/2021 Dana Bres Attached are my comments on the US 1 Multimodal study. They are provided in two formats (word and
pdf), but have identical content. lease let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you for your comments.
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1/11/2021 Lisa Davis

I am skeptical about changing Highway 1 to an at-grade roadway. As a resident of Pentagon City, I am
excited about improving the pedestrian experience in the area. However, with the amount of traffic that
uses Highway 1 to pass through the area, I am concerned about how this potential change could
needlessly increase traffic within the Pentagon city area as cars look for a way to cut through the area.

I am excited about the changes coming to the area!

 Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists.

1/11/2021

Stratis A.
Voutsas

(Twenty-Third
Street Corridor,

LLC)

Twenty-Third Street Corridor, LLC is the largest landowner on the 23rd Street block "Restaurant Row" in
Crystal City. We and other stakeholders have been asked to submit our comments. Our voice needs to
be heard in this study. The Crystal City Sector plan identifies 5 MAJOR COMMUNITY ASSETS that need to
be PRESERVED and PROTECTED.

Namely:

1) The Economic viability of the Airport
2) Access to Metro
3) The Environment
4) The Residential neighborhoods
5) Restaurant Row on 23rd Street

We have been totally in the dark about progress on this project and have no consequential knowledge
about its effect on 23rd Street and the integration of Historic Restaurant Row into the overall design as a
preservation project. We request a forum for all 23rd Street stakeholders (landlords and merchants) for
meaningful input rather than mere comment.

It is unfortunate that you feel you have been left out of the process, but you are
providing comments after the 1st public meeting, so you are still getting involved
at the beginning of the process. Please sign up for project updates on the website.

1/11/2021
Katrina Adams

(March of
Dimes)

I am the Director of Events at the March of Dimes Headquarters, and I am writing to offer feedback
following the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Virtual Public Meeting held on December 16th
held by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).

The conversion of Route 1 into an urban boulevard is a key priority for March of Dimes as well as the
National Landing business community as a whole. This important infrastructure investment is the
centerpiece of collective public and private efforts to transform National Landing into a people-centered,
walkable downtown that will build on recent economic development successes and continue to attract
companies and residents for the next several decades. As VDOT explores concepts and configurations for
this important multi-modal upgrade to Route 1, we ask that the safety of all users be elevated as the top
priority. Though some suggest that the current condition of grade-separated, eastwest access via Route
1 overpasses offers the safest configuration for vulnerable users, only a truly pedestrian-focused, at-
grade facility can deliver the environment that best serves their needs while accommodating the
growing mobility needs of a redeveloping downtown district. To achieve this goal, we ask that VDOT
consider the following requests from the community-at-large:

· The proposed concepts limit the left turns lanes to one in each direction at
15th, 18th, and 20th Streets.

· Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route
1. Bicycle accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with
the Crystal City Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan.

· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate
lowering the speed limit on Route 1. Automated traffic enforcement, leading
pedestrian intervals are items that will be recommended for further detailing
in a future project. No “right turn on red” impacts traffic operations and could
be considered the Phase 2 traffic analysis.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and
could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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· Commit to no more than ONE left turn lane at each of the intersections at 15 th Street, 18th
Street, 20th Street, and 23rd Street to minimize crossing distances

· Incorporate the needs of bicycles and micromobility vehicles along and across route 1 through
best in class, protected infrastructure

· Incorporate best practices in operations for downtown districts that elevate the safety needs of
pedestrians over the speed of through vehicles (i.e., automated traffic enforcement, speed limits
of 25 MPH, leading pedestrian intervals, and restricting “right on red” turns

· Embrace roadway flexibility by working with Arlington County to support off-peak, on-street
parking along the Route 1 corridor

Additionally, the March of Dimes requests that you also consider the Moms and Moms-to-Be that live,
work and play in the National Landing community as you are planning and making transportation
decisions for the area. As March of Dimes advocates for the health and safety of all Moms and babies,
we ask for:

· Consideration for as many expectant mother parking spaces in the area as can be
· Stroller parking in sidewalk and green space areas
· Designated areas for nursing and changing in greenspace areas and along the retail and

entertainment districts in the community

As VDOT evaluates feasibility and explores options for a reimagined Route 1, it is a strong priority that
the existing barrier created by auto-centric design be converted into a truly people-oriented, complete
street that safely accommodates all modes. We appreciate the opportunity to share this feedback and
look forward to future opportunities to engage with VDOT on this truly transformational investment in
mobility safety.

Expectant mother parking, stroller parking, and areas for nursing and changing in
greenspace are private property and locality land use decisions that are beyond
the scope of this project.

1/11/2021
Megan Rappolt
(Outlier Realty

Capital)

The conversion of Route 1 into an urban boulevard is a key priority for Outlier as well as the National
Landing business community as a whole. This important infrastructure investment is the centerpiece of
collective public and private efforts to transform National Landing into a people-centered, walkable
downtown that will build on recent economic development successes and continue to attract companies
and residents for the next several decades.

As VDOT explores concepts and configurations for this important multi-modal upgrade to Route 1, we
ask that the safety of all users be elevated as the top priority. Though some suggest that the current
condition of grade-separated, east-west access via Route 1 overpasses offers the safest configuration for
vulnerable users, only a truly pedestrian-focused, at-grade facility can deliver offer the environment that
best serves their needs while accommodating the growing mobility needs of a redeveloping downtown
district.

· Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route
1. Bicycle accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with
the Crystal City Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan.

· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate
lowering the speed limit on Route 1. Automated traffic enforcement, leading
pedestrian intervals are items that will be recommended for further detailing
in a future project. No “right turn on red” impacts traffic operations and could
be considered the Phase 2 traffic analysis.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and
could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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To achieve this goal, we ask that VDOT consider the following requests: • Commit to no more than ONE
left turn lane at each of the intersections at 15th Street, 18th Street, 20th Street, and 23rd Street to
minimize crossing distances

· Incorporate the needs of bicycles and micromobility vehicles along and across route 1 through
best in class, protected infrastructure

· Incorporate best practices in operations for downtown districts that elevate the safety needs of
pedestrians over the speed of through vehicles (i.e., automated traffic enforcement, speed limits
of 25 MPH, leading pedestrian intervals, and restricting "right on red" turns

· Embrace roadway flexibility by working with Arlington County to support off-peak, on-street
parking along the Route 1 corridor

We appreciate the opportunity to share this feedback and look forward to future opportunities to
engage with VDOT on this truly transformational investment in mobility safety.

1/11/2021 Patricia Heath

Here are my comments. I strongly suggest that until life returns to “normal” and traffic volumes are back
up, that any final decisions be deferred. It is my experience that those planning transportation in Crystal
City rarely understand the unique challenges, and that each project has made the
pedestrian and motorist experience worse. (I walk a lot and drive a few times a week.) It’s at its tipping
point now, and I would caution against going further down this road until all involve truly understand the
problems. (The pun was intended.)

I think we have to focus more on where the through traffic is supposed to go. What makes this situation
unique is that Route 1 is primarily a major feeder road from the southern suburbs into DC. While I like
the idea of a "pedestrian boulevard" the traffic has to go somewhere. Crystal Dive? Fern Street? Both are
already backed up during popular times.

I've heard "It could be like Michigan Avenue in Chicago, which has the same volume," I lived on Michigan
Ave for years. It's an entirely different situation. Michigan Avenue is not a through road to a more major
destination. No one (except a tourist) would take Michigan to get from the Lincoln Park Zoo to Hyde
Park. It’s a putzy putzy street. With lots of long stoplights so pedestrians can get across the street.

I think that eliminating the fly-over roadway on 18th and 15th would result in additional confrontation
and accidents among the various modes of transportation. Unless - why not adopt the District’s elegant
solution (or Boston’s, or Seattle’s) and either divert the cars under the pedestrian walkable area.

To summarize - I love walking. But i rarely cross Route 1 except under it at 15th and 18th Street. Adding
additional controlled all-mode intersections will not create the ideal pedestrian boulevard folks are
envisioning unless the through traffic to DC can be directed elsewhere.

Thank you in advance for your consideration. I am a 30-year resident of Crystal City.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists.

Diverting Route 1 underground is not feasible at 15th and 18th Streets due to the
underground pedestrian crossing between the Crystal City Underground and the
Crystal Gateway Marriott and Metro’s Blue/Yellow line tunnel.



Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study – Project Email Inbox and Letters Received by VDOT with VDOT Responses

Date Commenter Comment Received Response

Page 10 of 182

1/11/2021

Rob Mandle
(National
Landing
Business

Improvement
District (NLBID))

On behalf of the National Landing Business Improvement District (BID) and the collective business
communities of Crystal City, Pentagon City, and Potomac Yard, I am writing to provide feedback
following the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Virtual Public Meeting held on December 16th by
the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).

The conversion of Route 1 into an urban boulevard has long been the centerpiece of our collective
efforts to transform National Landing into a people-centered, walkable downtown that will build on
recent economic development successes and continue to attract companies, residents, and visitors for
the next several decades. The BID, representing tenants and commercial property owners with a
combined assessment value of over $11 billion in the National Landing area, elevated the transformation
of Route 1 as a key priority in its Strategic Plan and recently published two reports illustrating the
importance of Route 1 to the future of National Landing: Reimagine Route 1 and Mobility Next.

Each of these documents shares a common goal of articulating that the future of transportation
infrastructure investment in National Landing must embrace a multimodal future and avoid the auto-
centric model that has divided the area and impaired its connectivity. The approximately $4 billion being
invested in National Landing mobility infrastructure will make National Landing the most connected
downtown in the Nation. Only this approach will support the anticipated demand for mobility and
attract the investment needed to support the vision embodied in Arlington County’s redevelopment
plans for Crystal City and National Landing as a whole.

The current auto-centric orientation of Route 1 is incompatible with the overarching vision for Virginia’s
largest walkable downtown. Indeed, the inclusion of this project in the Commonwealth’s agreement
with Amazon illustrates how critical a role a reimagined Route 1 is to economic development interests
motivated by the needs and demands of the area’s employment talent pool. According to a recent
Arlington County transportation study, upwards of 70 percent of trips already take place within National
Landing by means other than private cars, a number that is sure to increase as planned public and
private investments are completed.

Planning for the future of Route 1 must reflect this mobility reality while also maintaining the Route 1
corridor as an important north-south vehicular route. As outlined in the Reimagine Route 1 report, the
BID holds that a narrow, urban boulevard designed to prioritize pedestrians and other vulnerable
roadway users will deliver a multimodal approach while continuing to accommodate auto trip demand.

Any future design that yields an at-grade facility, but a highway-style experience will not deliver the
transformation necessary to enhance safety and walkability nor create economic value for the
community. Responses from VDOT’s survey shared at the December meeting reveal that the community
shares this fear of “failed design.” Though some suggest that the current condition is safest for
vulnerable users because it offers grade separated crossings in some locations, our goal is a truly
pedestrian-oriented, at-grade facility that provides safe, convenient access for vulnerable users at all

· Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route
1. Bicycle accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with
the Crystal City Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan.

· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate
lowering the speed limit on Route 1. Automated traffic enforcement, leading
pedestrian intervals are items that will be recommended for further detailing
in a future project. No “right turn on red” impacts traffic operations and could
be considered the Phase 2 traffic analysis.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and
could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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intersections and throughout the neighborhood. In order to recognize these community-wide concerns,
the BID asks that the safety of all users be elevated as the top priority as VDOT continues to explore
concepts and configurations for a future Route 1. To achieve this goal, we ask that VDOT consider the
following requests: · Commit to no more than ONE left turn lane at each of the intersections at 15th
Street, 18th Street, 20th Street, and 23rd Street to minimize crossing distances;

· Incorporate the needs of bicycles and micromobility vehicles along and across route 1 through
best-in-class, protected infrastructure;

· Incorporate best practices in operations for downtown districts that elevate the safety needs of
pedestrians over the speed of through vehicles (i.e., automated traffic enforcement, speed limits
of 25 MPH, leading pedestrian intervals, and restricting “right on red” turns; and

· Embrace roadway flexibility by working with Arlington County to support off-peak, on-street
parking along the Route 1 corridor.

As VDOT evaluates feasibility and explores options for a reimagined Route 1, it is a strong priority that
the existing barrier created by auto-centric design be converted into a truly people-oriented, complete
street that safely accommodates all modes. We appreciate the opportunity to share this feedback and
look forward to future opportunities to engage with VDOT on this truly transformational investment in
mobility safety.

1/11/2021
Vince Burke

(B.F. Saul
Company)

I am the executive Vice President of B.F. Saul Company and I am writing to offer feedback following the
Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Virtual Public Meeting held on December 16 held by the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).

The conversion of Route 1 into an urban boulevard is a key priority for B.F. Saul as well as the National
Landing business community as a whole. This important infrastructure investment is the centerpiece of
collective public and private efforts to transform National Landing into a people-centered, walkable
downtown that will build on recent economic development successes and continue to attract companies
and residents for the next several decades.

As VDOT explores concepts and configurations for this important multi-modal upgrade to Route 1, we
ask that the safety of all users be elevated as the top priority. Though some suggest that the current
condition of grade-separated, east-west access via Route 1 overpasses offers the safest configuration for
vulnerable users, only a truly pedestrian-focused, at-grade facility can deliver offer the environment that
best serves their needs while accommodating the growing mobility needs of a redeveloping downtown
district.

To achieve this goal, we ask that VDOT consider the following requests: • Commit to no more than ONE
left turn lane at each of the intersections at 15th Street, 18th Street, 20th Street, and 23rd Street to
minimize crossing distances

· The proposed concepts limit the left turns lanes to one in each direction at
15th, 18th, and 20th Streets.

· Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route
1. Bicycle accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with
the Crystal City Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan.

· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate
lowering the speed limit on Route 1. Automated traffic enforcement, leading
pedestrian intervals are items that will be recommended for further detailing
in a future project. No “right turn on red” impacts traffic operations and could
be considered the Phase 2 traffic analysis.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and
could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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· Commit to no more than ONE left turn lane at each of the intersections at 15 th Street, 18th
Street, 20th Street, and 23rd Street to minimize crossing distances

· Incorporate the needs of bicycles and micromobility vehicles along and across route 1 through
best in class, protected infrastructure

· Incorporate best practices in operations for downtown districts that elevate the safety needs of
pedestrians over the speed of through vehicles (i.e., automated traffic enforcement, speed limits
of 25 MPH, leading pedestrian intervals, and restricting "right on red" turns

· Embrace roadway flexibility by working with Arlington County to support off-peak, on-street
parking along the Route 1 corridor

Without conversion, National Landing will lack cohesion, continuity of place, and the enjoyment and
ease of pedestrian navigation common to the world’s most livable cities. We must not fall short of this
standard, or we risk limiting the potential of this great neighborhood.

We appreciate the opportunity to share this feedback and look forward to future opportunities to
engage with VDOT on this truly transformational investment in mobility safety.

1/11/2021 Susan English

I’ve been a resident of 22202 since 1982; I grew up in D.C.in the 1940s and 50s (using buses and
streetcars). I've lived in and visited many U.S. cities, using all modes, and have transportation/urban
planning interests. I’ve worked in both D.C. and Old Town, my husband has worked in D.C., Rosslyn, and
Pentagon City. We’re now retired, but we continue to use Metro, walk, bike the entire area, and drive as
needed. I’ve been a representative on the Crystal City Citizen Review Council since 2012, so I’m
somewhat familiar with the sector plan.

1. I generally support the Livability22202 positions on the feasibility study, in particular concerns about
the risk of pedestrian and bike injuries at crossings, with a goal of safer flow of people and vehicles on
east-west streets. I see the advantages of a 25-mph speed limit, in line with Alexandria’s, and more
complete data and analyses and detailed projections based on that data.

2. I have long been a supporter of carbon taxes (as well as congestion taxes for commuters into D.C.),
but lacking those difficult-to-achieve incentives, I believe there remains scope for a future ‘hybrid’
solution in which Rt.1 remains elevated at 18th, while some further improvements envisioned in the
sector plan—along with others—are possible.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

The study has found that a consistent approach is feasible and has recommended
an at-grade option with both 15th Street and 18th Street intersections are at-
grade.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

1/11/2021 Michael Dowell
Thank you for hosting the Public Information Meeting on the Multimodal Improvements Study for Route
1 on 16 December 2020. Attached for your review and consideration, please find the Livability22202
comments on the VDOT feasibility study.

· See Attachment 1 of this Appendix H for the full contents of Livability 22202’s
letter and VDOT’s response.
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Livability22202 is a cooperative effort among the three civic associations in the 22202 area with the
objective of working with all stakeholders to achieve a highly livable community across the National
Landing and adjoining neighborhoods. A key priority of our effort is to ensure safe, convenient,
connected and comfortable east-west Route 1 crossings.

We welcome a follow-up conversation to discuss our comments. Please feel free to contact myself or the
Civic Association presidents directly.

2/18/2021 Bob Gronenberg

As today’s announcement for the upcoming Route 1 Multimodal Study solicits comments via email, I am
resubmitting my prior input.

Thank you for your kind consideration, and best regards.

See the response to Bob Gronenberg’s comments above on 12/18/2020.

3/8/2021 Bayley
Vanderpoel

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:

- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.
- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.
- If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brough to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1 will
retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because they

are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of the
Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that is
included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and
could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

3/6/2021 Kate Koppy

Dear VDOT,

I'm really excited to see that you are looking at redoing Route 1. It is now an uncomfortable barrier
between Pentagon City and Crystal City. With all the plans for a unified National Landing, removing this
barrier is vital. I'm dismayed to see that current proposals remain so car centric. Please increase
connectivity in this area by increasing safe corridors of travel for pedestrians and bicycles as well as
dedicated travel space for busses.

Route 1 should not be a major thoroughfare for through traffic. Anyone who doesn't have business in
these neighborhoods should be using 395.

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:

Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.

Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.

If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc. then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brought to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel

3/5/2021 Kendra Slatt

Dear VDOT,

I am a resident of Arlington County, living not far from Route 1, who owns and uses a car as my primary
mode of travel, but also enjoys traveling by bike and by foot, and who sees great value in the stated
goals of this project: Safety, Multimodal Accessibility and Accommodation, Transit Effectiveness,
Environmental Benefit and Stitching back together the Urban Fabric. Instead, the current concept plans
seem focused exclusively on maintaining free flowing car traffic in the area. Here is my feedback on the
current project:

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:

- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.

- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.

- If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc., then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brought to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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Thank you for your continued efforts in this important urban corridor.
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3/5/2021 Grant
Mandsager

Good afternoon,

 I am writing in response to VDOT's proposed lowering of Route 1 to at-grade near Crystal City in
Arlington. Looking at the current proposal, it appears as though VDOT is trying to maintain the same
level of service as a divided highway but at-grade. The result is an unsafe mass of pavement that is both
unnecessary and unwanted by the community this highway travels through. I implore VDOT to measure
ACTUAL levels of service and compare with other VDOT roads in Arlington, you will find that far fewer
lanes are needed. The last thing Northern Virginia needs is to spend millions of dollars on a project that
will fail its users and have a profound and lasting negative impact on the community.

Please also consider the following issues below, highlighting critical failures of the current design.

Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.

Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.

If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc. then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

 VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brough to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 through traffic into conflict with
existing and future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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3/5/2021 Elizabeth Kiker

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:

- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.

- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.

- If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc. then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brought to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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3/5/2021 Joshua Turner

As a long-time resident of Crystal City/Aurora Highlands, I want to express categorical opposition to the
idea of lowering Route 1 to “at grade.” Such an approach would substantially reduce pedestrian and
bicycle safety and ease-of-use and make crossing Route 1 even less pleasant than it is now. Pedestrian
and bicycle crossings already have to proceed at grade at 23rd street—an intersection I avoid at all costs
when on foot or on my bike.

Route 1 is too heavily trafficked to ever be a pleasant urban boulevard. I say this having lived directly on
Route 1 in Old Town Alexandria for several years before moving to Arlington, where of course Route 1 is
at-grade and urban—and absolutely not a place where one would take a pleasant stroll, if one could
avoid it.  Sacrificing the pedestrian and bicycle safety offered by the underpasses at 15th and
18th Streets in pursuit of this urban boulevard concept is fundamentally misguided and will result in
worse outcomes for *all* users.

I strongly encourage you to retain the underpasses at 18th and 15th Street in order to preserve these
vital (and safe) links for bikes and walkers across Route 1.

· The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor
including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are
anticipated between the different modes.

· Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel
Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people
to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions
through adjacent streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists.  Phase 2 will also
include investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

3/3/2021 Robert Douglas

Attached are traffic counts (AWDT) released by Arlington County that I’d like to share with the group
tonight. This map shows the increases in traffic that are happening on our neighborhood streets
(especially S. Fern Street) as congestion has increased on S. Eads Street and Rt. 1.  To speed their
commute, commuters are now going N/S through our neighborhood. This is making our neighborhood
less safe. I added the % change over a 4 year period so everyone can see what is happening. We hope
any changes you make, keep traffic moving on Rt. 1. This would make it less attractive for motorists to
cut through the neighborhood.

· The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor
including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are
anticipated between the different modes. The project is also going to
create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the
space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

· Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel
Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people
to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions
through adjacent streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also
include investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.
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3/3/2021 Jessica Talbert

I currently live off of Route 1 in Alexandria and I work off of Route 1 in Crystal City. I know that there has
been a push with the revitalization of Crystal City to streamline Route 1 so that it is more pedestrian
friendly with the road being a lowered boulevard. However, my concern is that pre-COVID, traffic on
Route 1 could be atrocious - and that is likely to return as more workers are vaccinated and return to the
office this year. Further, you also have drivers who use Route 1 as a bypass for other routes into DC
(such as drivers coming up from Maryland from 495 when 495 traffic is bad, drivers), as well as drivers
coming and going from DCA, and other traffic trying to get into DC. With the proposed additional
residential and commercial properties at Potomac Yard in the coming years, and additional growth in the
area overall, Route 1 will inevitably become even busier. I know that the local governments like to
promote non-car alternatives, but the reality is that Route 1 is a major throughway and there will be
more cars as workers return to the office and more commercial and residential units are built off Route
1. If the proposal goes forward to lower Route 1 to the rest of Crystal City, my concern is that there will
be significant concerns for both pedestrian safety and for backup of traffic. Further, I can tell you that as
someone who commutes down Route 1, pre-COVID, often times I would be forced to take back roads
because of the traffic on the road. That means more cars on Eads Street, Fern Street, and the other more
residential streets that run parallel. For instance, pre-COVID, when traffic was bad, Eads Street and Fern
Street would back up and that would push more traffic onto other smaller residential streets. My
concern is that this will get worse if Route 1 is lowered to a boulevard. Having lived previously in Crystal
City for 5 years, and now working there and living nearby, I understand the desire to make it more
appealing and less "concrete". But lowering Route 1 to a boulevard will undoubtedly cause many more
issues, including for residential streets surrounding the area that will have an increase of traffic as
drivers divert off traffic from Route 1 and the other parallel roads.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

3/3/2021 Jessica Tok

I am a tax-paying, homeowner resident of Arlington County, previously of Pentagon City, and currently
of Columbia Pike. I am all for the 9-lane VDOT-proposed expansion of Route 1 through Pentagon and
Crystal City, and for as much congestion easing and traffic throughput as VDOT deems necessary. Please
do not fold to any perceived neighborhood pressure to put bike lanes and pedestrians on this highway,
regardless of the local (and delusional) BID-affiliated idiots. Multimodal accessibility is not consistent
with a HIGHWAY, and despite some residents’ magical wishes, they cannot change the reality that Route
1 is a functioning highway that is sorely needed for transportation through the region; therefore,
necessitating better, faster, more efficient traffic flow, not artificial throttling. Multimodal transportation
such as bike lanes and pedestrian paths parallel at level alongside a functioning highway is a foreseeable
death trap and should not be seriously considered; it could be placed elsewhere not highway-adjacent or
elevated. Moreover, if VDOT could take easements and demolish/move highway-adjacent buildings in
Old Town in order for traffic to continue at reasonable speeds, rather than the godawful 25 mph
congestion trap it turns into across the bridge into Alexandria, I would support that too.

On another note, I also support transit easements and traffic improvements (not impediments) for
Highway 50 and anything that will raise speeds and increase traffic flow on this road as well. Hwy 50 also
needs significant amounts of additional lighting and better quality reflective striping paint which can be
more clearly seen during rain. Please Do *Not* Add More traffic lights.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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3/8/2021 Op Madera

I hope this finds you well. I wanted to share the attached issue briefs with you that may be helpful for
future changes at VDOT to ensure Virginia's transportation policy and investment portfolio can help
achieve the state's broader societal goals.

I hope VDOT will better-consider community input for the Route 1 study to ensure the eventual
transition of Crystal City and Pentagon City to a more walkable and sustainable neighborhood oriented
around mass transit. Furthermore, I hope VDOT will correct any potentially fatal underlying assumptions
endemic to American transportation and urban planning, namely:

(1) Including demand elasticity in any transportation modeling, and not assuming static transportation
demand (induced demand and redistributed land uses means any highway expansion in the
metropolitan context will be less useful than it appears using static engineering models, and any road
diets or constriction of roadway capacity will be less dire than engineering-based models will predict). In
fact, roadway capacity reduction on route one may actually decrease, rather than increase, traffic on
side streets in the area, given the opposite nature of induced demand (reduced demand, in this case).

(2) Level of service modeling should be switched to a VMT-based approach similar to planning in
California, roadway capacity expansion should not be assumed to improve air quality or the environment
by mitigating congestion due to "VMT clawback." Additionally, moving traffic should not be the primary
function of public ROW within metropolitan areas. While throughput capacity is an important
consideration, ensuring high LOS in an urban context can mean sacrificing other public policy goals,
policy goals that VDOT should not have veto-power over in the name of traffic engineering concerns.

(3) Better consideration of, and more importantly, investments in infrastructure to shift demand to other
less impactful modes (VRE improvements and electrification, Metro system expansions, and walkability
improvements). Thinking more holistically about how to move people in a metropolitan area using a
more balanced and multimodal approach, and working with MPOs and local governments to change land
use policies like allowing missing middle housing and mixed-use development as another means of
increasing transportation efficiency by making other modes like transit financially viable and modes such
as walking and cycling practical (rather than "widen-baby-widen" used by most State DOTs in the United
States).

Please know many of us that spend time in these areas support the improvements to the public realm
brought about by turning the highway into a boulevard, ensuring it is a complete street, reducing
automobile throughput capacity, and slowing traffic while stitching the neighborhood back together.
While concerns from single-family homeowners nearby should be weighed, they also should not have
veto power over the others who live and work in these neighborhoods.

This study is performing traffic modeling in consistent with the Arlington County
and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments. Changes in traffic
modeling standards is a larger issue than this project will be able to address.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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3/15/2021 Carol Fuller

It’s become clear that, no matter how well-intentioned, there's no apparent full at-grade configuration
that will provide both adequate safety for east-west walking and biking and prevent excessive traffic
from diverting onto parallel streets. These are my personal comments as a resident of Crystal City, living
close to the 15th Street Underpass.

15th Street: I am totally opposed to a full at-grade for 15th Street. I drive, walk, and bike here all the
time and observe the following:
· At 900 vehicles per hour coming from I395 south to the 15th street exit, the majority turn right at the
bottom of the ramp. The fact that you can turn right on red makes this particularly easy and there are
few pedestrians crossing north-south right there. Eliminating right turns, as VDOT indicated the County
wants to do, would be disastrous. Vehicles are not only going to Pentagon City residences and stores but
Costco on 15th Street.

· I have very rarely seen instances when the vehicles turning left onto 15th Street from the ramp don't
get through the light. But with an at-grade option, the length of the light would likely be shorter and
backups would occur, whether 1 or 2 left turn lanes.

· I am totally opposed to two left-turn lanes onto 15th Street going south from I395, increasing the lanes
to 9 across, the time for pedestrians to cross, the narrowing of the pedestrian "refuge" (that’s a
misnomer) to 6'.

· Vehicles would have a hard time slowing down for a light at 15th Street at grade from I395, no matter
what the slowing measures might be. They come barreling off I395 and 110.  I know, because I do it
myself and I don't slow down to about 45 mph till I'm halfway down the current ramp.

· Vehicles going north on Route 1 primarily turn left at the bottom of the 15th Street exit ramp--same
reason as above. Fewer turn right, but right on red is as easy here as the southbound right on red,
though there is an occasional pedestrian.

CCSP Option for 15th Street: I would prefer the status quo of an elevated 15th Street rather than any
change. If there HAS to be a change to accommodate commercial interests, I would argue for the CCSP
idea of lowered ramps in the middle of the road, as Livability22202 has recommended.

· You would get the same effect as the existing southbound ramp by removing 900 vehicles from Route 1
to lessen traffic congestion. Onward traffic would proceed without stopping on bridges on Route 1.

· One right turn and one left turn lanes are CRITICAL both southbound and northbound--as I stated
above.

· You would still get pedestrian access to the commercial businesses by going up to the above bridge

· Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel
Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people
to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions
through adjacent streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also
include investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

· None of the proposed concepts in the final report includes dual left-turn
lanes.

· Every appropriate traffic calming measure will be implemented to slow
traffic prior to the 15th Street intersection. A curve has already been
introduced into the design. Rumble strips, speed feedback signs, and the
signal itself will all have a calming effect. In addition, the character of the
street will be different in the future.

· The Route 1 Multimodal report provides a comparison of the at-grade
options to the Crystal City Sector Plan option. The project team feels that
the at-grade option is more consistent with the vision for National Landing

· The proposed at-grade concepts propose a 10’ pedestrian refuge.
· The question was asked specifically about what the project team had heard

about underpasses from the community. That was the information being
relayed.

· The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor
including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are
anticipated between the different modes. The project is also going to
create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the
space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector plan.
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level.

· The pedestrian "refuge" (still question that term) of 3' works with this option only because there is less
traffic, and you can probably cross 4 lanes of traffic fairly easily (even if you're slow like me). It's not like
trying to cross 23rd Street at Route 1 or Hayes and 12th Streets (older people like me don't always make
it, so I feel sorry for folks who are handicapped).

· The emphasis on removing the "tunnels" (underpasses) because people "don't like them" (I objected to
Dan Reinhard’s statement about this at previous meetings) and "are dark" (again at the last meeting) is
wrong headed. We've emphasized all along in the Livability22202 Open Space working group, as well as
in VDOT meetings, that there are many ways to lighten up and enliven the underpasses, as has been
done in other cities.

18th Street: An at-grade 18th Street would be unnecessary, unsafe for all modes, inconvenient for
travelers on Route 1 and 18th Street, and challenging to build. This is the most used Route 1 crossing
point for resident pedestrians and bikers and ongoing and proposed development will significantly
increase traffic East-West on 18th Street. Not only are the Metro entrance and bus bays (including
Metroway) located on 18th Street and Clark Street, but the new 1900 Crystal Drive development project
between 18th and 20th Streets is going to be heavily trafficked: a library; community center; Center
Park; 2 story residential building; ground level retail. Plus, Synetic Theatre is on the corner of 18th and
Clark/Bell. Enliven the underpass, but do not bring Route 1 down to grade at 18th Street.
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3/14/2021
Michael Dowell

(Livability
22202)

At the March 3 Public Information meeting, VDOT presented 3 options for Route 1: no build, the CCSP
ideas, and an at-grade construction. You asked for public comment by March 15. This letter constitutes
the comments of the Livability22202 Route 1 working group representing the 3 civic associations in
22202: Arlington Ridge, Aurora Highlands, and Crystal City.

During your presentation, you stressed that project staff need to balance competing goals, such as
maintenance of through traffic vs. pedestrian safety, and then refine the preliminary concepts
accordingly before making any recommendation.  From our perspective, there's no apparent full at-
grade configuration that will provide both adequate safety for east-west walking and biking and prevent
excessive traffic from diverting onto parallel streets. If either build concept is recommended in the end,
the community would prefer some or all of the CCSP options. We recognize that the CCSP alternative in
this study may not address other concerns about aesthetics and development potential, and we
reiterate our hope that a future study formally considers a wider range of alternatives for a longer
portion of this corridor, as a more holistic corridor plan may better balance all of the competing needs. It
is obvious however that should a decision be made to move forward with the CCSP or at-grade options,
we would want to engage in a fuller consideration of the details.

Any changes on Route 1 will be with us for the next 50 years. As a result, we owe it to the future
generations of people that live and work in Arlington to get it right. Creating intersections that place
pedestrians at risk is contrary to the initial study charge as well as the direction of Arlington’s Vision Zero
effort. The problems noted in earlier discussions (speeding, safety, and the absence of enforcement)
have not been addressed. The likelihood of resources to quickly remediate any problems with the at-
grading effort are likely to be severely limited, so little remedial efforts would be possible.

To further the conversation, we are attaching more detailed comments on topics from your presentation
on March 3. We also refer you to our prior letter and appendices for additional information on our ideas.

Appendix:
Livability 22202 Route 1 Working Group: Attached Comments for Livability 22202 Letter to VDOT, March
15, 2021

We, the members of the Livability 22202 Route 1 Working Group, are submitting these additional
comments in support of the March 15, 2021 Livability 22202 response to VDOT.

At-Grade Options: The Livability 22202 Route One Working Group opposes the proposed VDOT at-grade
concepts presented at the March 3 meeting. These proposed concepts endanger pedestrians and cyclists
crossing the highway, encourage frustrated Route 1 drivers to switch to our parallel side streets, and
encourage more drivers to choose Route 1 as a faster option than I-395 when traffic backs up. These
proposed concepts are the antithesis of County plans for its streets under its Vision Zero initiative.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

The Route 1 Multimodal report provides a comparison of the at-grade options to
the Crystal City Sector Plan option. The project team feels that the at-grade option
is more consistent with the vision for National Landing considering all the
measures of effectiveness including safety, walkability, bikeability, transit
effectiveness, operations, shift of users to other modes, maintenance,
constructability, ADA considerations, the fabric of the community, adaptability,
environmental impacts, and development potential.
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At-Grade Route 1 at 15th Street:

The VDOT proposed concepts for an at-grade Route 1 at 15th do not meet the following VDOT project
goals:

· Multimodal accessibility and accommodations are not improved, and transit would not be more
accessible or convenient.

· The environment would not be improved, and the urban fabric would remain torn.
· A key part of the environmental goal is to provide additional land for new development.

However, the proposed 9-lane at-grade design appears to provide only a limited amount of
additional land.

We are most concerned that the VDOT proposed concepts do not meet the number one project goal of
safety for current travelers and future travelers crossing at 15th: East-west bike-ped traffic at 15th will
continue to grow, and we need to ensure the safety of these future travelers:

· 15th Street will be a key gateway for Amazon employees who take transit to Crystal City and then
walk, bike, or scoot to the HQ2 campus.

· The Livability 22202 Open Space Working Group envisions a pedestrian-friendly greenway along
15th that will provide comfortable, convenient, inviting pathways between Virginia Highlands
Park to the west and Long Bridge Park, the Mount Vernon Trail, and Roach’s Run access to the
east.

· Children on both sides of Route 1 will need to cross Route 1 to attend a future new neighborhood
school and park facilities.

· Neighbors will continue to cross Route 1 to visit the community center, public library, and
commercial venues.

The proposed at-grade urban highway would put all of us at risk!

At-Grade Route 1 at 18th Street South:

An at-grade Route 1 at 18th Street South is unnecessary, unsafe for all modes, inconvenient for travelers
on Route 1 and 18th Street, and challenging to build. Further, it does not support the Commonwealth’s
commitment to Amazon to improve safety, accessibility, and the pedestrian experience crossing Route 1.
Finally, bringing Route 1 down to grade at 18th does not support any of the VDOT project goals:

Safety for all travel modes: Because Route 1 is currently above 18th Street, residents traveling on 18th
are already safe. Whether we are walking, cycling, or driving, we currently have no conflict with Route 1
traffic at 18th. The at-grade concept creates a new intersection which greatly increases the potential for
new conflicts with Route 1 drivers. Our decreased safety – and perception of decreased safety – may
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encourage residents to drive rather than walk and bike, creating more traffic and pollution in our
neighborhood.  The Pentagon City Planning Study traffic study shows that National Landing cannot
continue to increase vehicular traffic – we need to increase the use of multimodal transportation, not
decrease it.

• Multimodal accessibility and accommodation: Currently, crossing Route 1 at 18th is safe, easy to cross,
convenient, and well-connected to desirable destinations in our neighborhood. The Livability 22202 and
the VDOT survey of Route 1 use both show that crossing Route 1 at 18th is the preferred option for all
modes, and HeatMaps confirm that pedestrians and cyclists prefer this route. But a new at-grade
intersection at 18th will create a new barrier for all travelers on 18th, making multimodal travel less
accessible and accommodating, because of increased wait and crossing times and decreased safety for
all modes. Additionally, the planned growth in commercial and residential properties to the west of
Route 1 in the walkshed for the Crystal City Metro station will result in a significant increase in
pedestrian traffic across the at-grade intersection, as acknowledged by VDOT. This expected increase in
pedestrian traffic would create significant safety or timing conflicts at a new at-grade intersection on
18th.

• Transit effectiveness: Many 22202 residents choose to live in our neighborhood because of our
extraordinary transit options. We rely on the Crystal City Multimodal Center, located along Bell and 18th,
for access to the Metro and many bus lines. Many of us enjoy a car-free or car-light lifestyle because of
this excellent, convenient transit infrastructure. Currently, we can safely access transit by traveling under
Route 1 at 18th and at 15
th.  We would lose safe access if Route 1 is brought down to grade, and the existing bus stations and bus
routes along 18th would need to be relocated. Transit will be less accessible and convenient for visitors,
workers, and
residents.

• Vehicular operations: The VDOT “no build” analysis for 2040 shows that existing 18th Street
intersections continue to operate with acceptable delays. Throughput traffic on Route 1 above 18th
Street is not impacted by the traffic on 18th, and vice versa. However, an at-grade Route 1 at 18th grade
will slow Route 1 traffic throughput because of the new traffic signals, pedestrian walk times required
for safety, and resulting delays for Route 1 traffic. Local traffic congestion may grow, as the distances
between Eads, Route 1, and Bell are relatively short and drivers frustrated by traffic jams on Route 1 may
take to local parallel streets.

• Environmental: The VDOT existing conditions analysis indicates that building an at-grade Route 1 at
18th is challenging, disruptive, and expensive. The space around Route 1 is more constrained than at
15th and at 20th, and existing infrastructure and utilities create additional barriers unique to this at-
grade conversion. Because the space around 18th and Route 1 is constrained and the management of
existing infrastructure and utilities must be considered, project staff may find that little buildable land is
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available for future development. Space constraints may prevent adding more green space to the area as
well.

• Urban Fabric: Given the space constraints around 18th Street, making an at-grade Route 1 at 18th into
a beautiful, multimodal urban boulevard will be challenging at best. A new at-grade intersection at 18th
is an additional, unnecessary barrier to connectivity and neighborhood livability goals.  Keeping 18th and
Route 1 grade separated continues to give the community a demographically central, preferred crossing
where safety is the number one priority and where crossing Route 1 is both perceived to be safe and
actually is safe for all travelers.

Crystal City Sector Plan – Why We Support It

We continue to support the CCSP proposal for these reasons:
· The CCSP concept keeps Route 1 grade-separated from 18th, thus continuing to provide safe

passage for all modes traveling along 18th. Transit stops and routes can continue to function on
18th and will not need to be relocated.

· The CCSP concept provides the safest and shortest Route 1 crossings along 15th Street compared
to the proposed at-grade concept or the no build concept.

· Drivers on the northbound new ramps in the middle of Route 1 have their own lane when they
merge onto Route 1. In addition to safety, this new lane will make traveling to Route 110 easier
and more convenient because drivers will already be in the far-left lane.

· The new exit/entrance ramps at 15th will not impede transit flow through the area – either
turning onto 15th, from 15th, or continuing along Route 1.

· The CCSP design keeps the right and left turn lanes, which are necessary to access the
neighborhood.

· The proposed new bridge for Route 1 at 15th will have two separate spans that are higher than
the current single span bridge. This new bridge – and the new gaps created by the proposed
access ramps – will open up the space on 15th allowing more sunlight and improved street views.

· The CCSP concept provides more available land for future development than the no build option
(and probably more land than the proposed 9-lane at-grade concept).

· The CCSP concept supports making Route 1 an urban boulevard.

According to VDOT preliminary CCSP concept evaluation presented at the March 3 meeting, the
rebuilding of Route 1 over 15th per the CCSP guidelines appears to be feasible. There are ways that this
option could serve as a compromise.
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3/14/2021

Pamela Van
Hine (Pedestrian

Advisory
Committee)

Thank you for encouraging people to submit comments on the concepts VDOT proposed during the
public meeting on March 3. At your invitation, I am submitting my comments as the PAC representative
on the VDOT Task Force.

The Route 1 At-Grade Intersection at 15th Concepts:

The VDOT proposed concepts for an at-grade Route 1 intersection at 15 th Street South are not
acceptable. These at-grade concepts are for an urban highway that dangerously cuts through the
National Landing neighborhood and endangers all travelers crossing it at 15 th, especially pedestrians, the
most vulnerable road users. These proposals are the antithesis of County plans for its streets under its
Vision Zero initiative.

Asking pedestrians to cross up to 9 lanes of a major US highway at grade, with a midway stop on a way
too narrow pedestrian “refuge” and then to push a second “beg button”, with more wait time, before
completing the crossing, is ridiculous. Pedestrians will not wait up to two minutes to cross and will
attempt dangerous crossings against the light, as they do now at 23 rd (with 7 pedestrian crashes cited in
your report). I cannot imagine crossing the proposed at-grade concept at night or how dangerous this
proposed crossing would be for children, the elderly, and pedestrians with disabilities or impairments.

These at-grade proposals do NOT appear to support the following:
· The Commonwealth’s commitment to Amazon is to improve safety, accessibility, and the

pedestrian experience crossing Route 1. The pedestrian experience would not be pleasant.
· The <VDOT> study on Route 1, from approximately 12th Street to 23rd Street South, <which> will

explore an at-grade urban boulevard. The concepts presented are NOT urban boulevards; they
are urban highways.

· Most of the project goals: We would be less safe, especially if walking or cycling. Multimodal
accessibility and accommodations are not improved, and transit would not be more accessible or
convenient. The environment would not be improved, and the urban fabric would remain torn.
These concepts, especially the 9-lane version, appear to provide only a limited amount of
additional land for new development, a key part of the environment goal.

The only project goal that might be fulfilled by these concepts is maintaining traffic throughput.
Although the concepts might support traffic throughput, they do so without considering the tremendous
adverse impacts on the other project goals or the safety of the actual people who are walking, cycling,
scooting, rolling, or driving across Route 1. Also, additional analysis may show that an at-grade
intersection with new traffic signals timed for safe pedestrian crossing might impede traffic throughput
on Route 1. Finally, the proposed curve in southbound Route 1 prior to the new intersection at 15 th

might slow down traffic, but it might also restrict sightlines – for both drivers and pedestrians, further
increasing our risk at this crossing.

The early concepts have been modified. None of the proposed concepts in the
final report include 9 travel lanes.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

The Route 1 Multimodal report provides a comparison of the at-grade options to
the Crystal City Sector Plan option. The project team feels that the at-grade option
is more consistent with the vision for National Landing considering all the
measures of effectiveness including safety, walkability, bikeability, transit
effectiveness, operations, shift of users to other modes, maintenance,
constructability, ADA considerations, the fabric of the community, adaptability,
environmental impacts, and development potential.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate relocation of the bus stops under Route 1
along 18th Street for relocation/rerouting. No determination of the stop locations
has been made to date.
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At-Grade Route 1 at 18th Street South:

Bringing Route 1 down to grade at 18th Street South is unacceptable to pedestrians – and appears to be
problematic for all transportation modes. Bringing Route 1 down to grade at 18 th does not support the
Commonwealth’s commitment to Amazon is to improve safety, accessibility, and the pedestrian
experience crossing Route 1. Finally, bringing Route 1 down to grade at 18 th does not support any of the
VDOT project goals:

· Safety for all modes: Currently east-west travelers have no conflict with Route 1 traffic at 18 th

because Route 1 is grade separated from 18th. Bringing Route 1 down to grade at 18th would
cause conflict with Route 1 drivers and makes all travelers crossing Route 1 less safe – especially
for pedestrians. Even the perception that crossing an at-grade Route 1 at 18 th is dangerous may
discourage people from walking, biking, and transit riding; may discourage local travel across
Route 1 to patronize businesses on the other side; and may encourage more local driving in place
of active and alternative modes of transportation.

· Multimodal accessibility and accommodation: Crossing Route 1 at 18th currently is safe, easy,
convenient, and well-connected to the places we need to visit. Travelers’ preferences for crossing
Route 1 at 18th are documented through HeatMaps of bike-ped travel and the results of the
Livability 22202 and VDOT MetroQuest surveys of Route 1 users. Bringing Route 1 down to grade
at 18th does not appear to increase multimodal accessibility or accommodation. Rather, crossing
an at-grade crossing at 18th might make multimodal travel less accessible and accommodating,
because of increased wait and crossing times and decreased safety for all modes.

· Transit effectiveness: The Crystal City Multimodal Center, adjacent to the Crystal City Metro
station on South Bell and including the additional key bus routes along 18 th under Route 1, is a
major and growing transit center for the region that is critical to meeting the needs of both local
and regional transit riders.  The multimodal center gathers local and regional bus lines at one
convenient location by the Metro station. Transit riders who take multiple lines to travel to their
destination can switch to another line easily and conveniently. Bringing Route 1 down to grade at
18th would force the existing bus stations and bus routes along 18th to be relocated, thus
making transit less accessible and convenient in the area. Moving additional bus stations to the
Crystal City Multimodal Center does not seem realistic because of space constraints, existing bus
traffic, and a planned bike route along South Bell. Relocating the layover commuter bus stops to
Route 1 seems like it would impede traffic on Route 1, as well as being very inconvenient to their
transit riders.
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In the no-build scenario for 2040, VDOT predicts that a high volume of pedestrian traffic
continues to be expected along 18th because of growing transit use. One of the main routes
transit riders currently take to and from their transit rides is along 18th.  But bringing Route 1
down to grade at 18th would make travel less convenient and less safe for area transit riders. The
challenges to transit riders reaching their buses and trains if Route 1 is brought down to grade –
both the increased risk of crossing a busy highway and the delays waiting for a walk light – may
discourage transit riders from taking transit and switch to driving their own vehicle.

· Vehicular operations: Currently, traffic flowing on Route 1 about 18th Street is not impeded by
local traffic, and the VDOT “no build” analysis for 2040 shows that existing 18th Street
intersections continue to operate with acceptable delays. However, bringing 18 th down to grade
would impede Route 1 traffic throughput because of the new traffic signals, pedestrian walk
times required for safety, and resulting delays for Route 1 traffic. Bringing the highway down to
grade may cause more local traffic congestion, especially since the distances between the traffic
lights at Eads, new Route 1 intersection, and Bell are relatively short. Drivers frustrated by traffic
on Route 1 may take to local parallel streets, increasing risks to other travelers on these streets,
including pedestrians trying to cross these streets.

· Environmental and Urban Fabric: The VDOT existing conditions analysis shows that bringing
Route 1 down to grade would be challenging, disruptive, and expensive. The space around Route
1 is more constrained than at 15th, and existing infrastructure and utilities create additional
barriers unique to this at-grade conversion. Because the space around 18 th and Route 1 is so
constrained and the management of existing infrastructure and utilities must be considered,
project staff may find that little buildable land may be available for future development. Space
constraints may prevent adding more green space to the area as well.  Given the space
constraints around 18th Street, making an at-grade Route 1 at 18th into a beautiful, multimodal
urban boulevard will be challenging at best.

For all the reasons above, I believe that we need to maintain grade separation between Route 1 and 18 th

Street South. Most important, I believe that we need at least one demographically central, preferred
crossing where safety is the number one priority, and where crossing Route 1 is both perceived to be
safe and actually is safe for all travelers, especially for pedestrians, our most vulnerable group.

I look forward to learning about your detailed concept designs and the outcome of your Measurements
of Effectiveness analyses of the alternative concepts, as well as continuing to discuss the evolving project
with the VDOT team. Meanwhile I continue to support following the plans in the Crystal City Sector Plan,
which create an urban boulevard along Route 1 while maintaining its elevation above both 15 th Street
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South and 18th Street South. And I still ask: How will you make my walking on 18th safer, while
maintaining throughput traffic on Route 1, and keeping Route 1 traffic off our parallel side streets?

3/12/2021 Jerry Cowden

I agree with the comments of Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County concerning the proposal to bring
Route 1 to grade in the Crystal City area. For your convenience I repeat those comments below.

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:

Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.
Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.
If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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spaces, etc then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for travelling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brought to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

3/14/2021 David Adkins
Priority should be given to maintaining pedestrian and bicycle flow across Route 1 given increase in
development, metro traffic to Crystal City and across Route 1 to housing. None of the street level plans
appear to do this.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists.
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3/14/2021 Jeremiah
Lowery

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:

- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.
- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.
- If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brough to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

3/14/2021 Patrick
Wheatley

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:

- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.
- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.
- If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brough to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

3/15/2021 Adam Bibler
Please do not have at-grade crossings of more than 4 lanes. This would harm businesses by making it
impossible for workers to cross the street to get lunch. Wide roads encourage high speeds which kills
pedestrians. The spike in traffic deaths in 2020 shows this. Safety and livability must be the #1 priority.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

3/15/2021 John Michos

I am a long-time resident of the Crystal City area in Arlington. The proposal to lower Route 1 at
15th street to “bring it to grade” is a terrible idea. The notion that this will improve pedestrian and
bicycle safety is nonsensical. All residents of the area know that the best way to go for West to East in
the Crystal City area is to use 15th street---because you DON’T HAVE TO CROSS ROUTE 1! This corridor
takes heavy traffic in both the AM and PM rush hours---the idea of making this some kind of “urban
boulevard” is a planning fallacy. This is not some quant Main Street but a major highway and the safest
way for our kids, pedestrians and those of us on bikes is to not have to cross it at all. The intersection of
15th and Eads Street is pedestrian friendly and very easy to cross for all citizens.  Removing the Route 1
overpass is only going to increase traffic issues and make it harder and less safe to cross---regardless of
your “multi-modal” planning concepts. The overpass is a fact of life and continues to serve its purpose of
allowing the inhabitants to safely walk without the danger of dealing with the Route 1 traffic above. This
is yet another example of an idea that looks pretty on the drawing board but will be a disaster on the
ground—a costly, disruptive and dangerous development for those of us who will be forced to live with
this mistake.

Our state tax dollars would be better spent at improving the 23rd street crossing by construction of a
pedestrian and bike bridge and making improvements to the Mount Vernon ant other bike trails. Table
this bad idea and let us continue to have the safe and effective 15th Street and Eads Street crossing
under the Route 1 corridor.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and
motorists.

3/15/2021 Greg Hilscher

Background: I have lived in this area for 22 years, except for two years spent overseas in the military. I’ve
lived in apartments in Crystal city both on the east and west side of Route one and in the neighborhood
west of Route one. My family has used pedestrian, bike, bus, metro rail, and automobile transit,
including walking with young kids from strollers to the teenage years. Now I am training a 16-year-old
teenage driver. I am well familiar with the accessibility and risks in this area as a pedestrian, cyclist,
driver, and a user of mass transit. I have worked in offices in Crystal city and at the Pentagon and I’ve
been involved in churches, schools, and neighborhood volunteer efforts.

Observations:
Vehiclular crossing of Route one is often congested and hazardous as impatient drivers press for an

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
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advantage. Pedestrian and cyclist crossing of Route one is downright hazardous. Throughout this time, I
have defaulted to the 18th St. crossing under route one as it is the safest and quickest for all modes of
transportation when crossing route one. I think it would be irresponsible to give up this grade-separated
crossing that provides a safe haven for pedestrians and cyclists.

Much of this study talks about grade separations. The easiest way to achieve a grade separation and
safety for cyclists and pedestrians is to make a lightweight flyover bridge for pedestrians and bicycles
that crosses over the vehicle lanes. That could be done at far less expense since it doesn’t have to hold
the weight of vehicles and it could be incorporated into a beautiful artistic design that adds to the
beauty of the neighborhood.

Other: your slide brief seems to be written by urban planners for urban planners. Every map view should
have a north orientation arrow - this is such a basic concept. I tried to listen to the two-hour video, but
there needs to be a briefer summary of your ideas. For example, I am still at a loss as to whether your
vision is to put the
entire lanes of Rt one at grade level, or just the enter lanes at grade level for local traffic and leaving the
through Lanes raised for nonstop travel.

pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

3/14/2021 Paul Pisano

Dear Mr. Reinhard and others,

In response to your March 3rd presentation about the subject study, I think the answer is very clear that
putting 15th and 18th Streets at-grade is the wrong action to take. This became apparent to me in your
slide #13 (unnumbered) from that presentation. That’s the slide showing the VISSIM results of the No-
Build 2040 conditions. Look at the delay along Rt. 1 - absolutely no delay at 15th and 18th (obviously),
and excessive delay at 23rd St. (and to a lesser extent 20th). Changing those two grade-separated
interchanges to at-grade would introduce even further delay along the corridor, which not only affects
throughput, but will also significantly degrade air quality. Speaking of air quality, I didn’t hear that
mentioned once during the presentation. No one will want to walk along an “urban boulevard” if they
can’t breathe will doing so.

Combine that fact about increased delay with two key points made at the December 16th presentation.
At that time, your staff stated:

1. (slide 16) Most crashes occurred at signalized intersections

and

2. (slide 17) Most challenging and highest delay/wait times to cross Route 1 [for pedestrians] are at the
following intersections:
- Route 1 and 20th Street S/S Clark Street
- Route 1 and 23rd Street S/S Clark Street

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and as a result, traffic diversions through
adjacent streets, and vehicle emissions.
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So not only would you increase delay for vehicles, but also for bicyclists and pedestrians. At the same
time, you would decrease air quality, while also making the corridor less safe! Clearly there’s nothing
redeeming about changing those grade-separated interchanges to at-grade intersections.

What should be the final nail for this coffin are the results of the citizen survey found on slide 26 from
the December presentation - the desire for safety, reliability and efficiency for all modes of
transportation far outweigh the community’s desire for an urban boulevard.

Perhaps it would be prudent to put an end to this project now and put the taxpayer’s dollars to better
use.

3/14/2021 Art Menna

I wasn’t able to participate in the March 3 meeting but have reviewed the slides and would like to share
my thoughts:

- Your data gathered to date, and common sense are clearly indicating that a full At-Grade Configuration
depicted in slides 20-24 is a non-starter. Such a configuration, although fulfilling the 6th Goal on slide 5,
will render Goals 1-4 impossible to achieve. This is proven by slide 13 which clearly shows quantitative
proof of traffic hindrance at the full at-grade intersections with 20th and 23rd Streets which logic
dictates would be experienced at 15th and 18th Streets as well.
- A previous slide deck also showed quantitative proof of increased traffic accidents and safety issues at
the 20th and 23rd Street intersections which again would translate to 15th and 18th Streets. No amount
of speed limit signs or police enforcement would achieve the same level of safety and traffic flow
currently achieved by the overpasses at 15th and 18th Streets.
- As a result, it would be a waste of time and money to further explore these options. Just citing the fact
that “this configuration was in the Sector Plan” and that this demonstrates “best business practices” is a
wholly inadequate justification, especially without further elaboration. Again, logic dictates that you
need to change the Sector Plan if necessary. I believe the “Feasibility Considerations” on Slide 25 further
support these conclusions.
- The alternative Sector Plan Configuration for 15th Street could be a reasonable compromise as it still
includes overpasses for thru traffic. It appears the only difference from the current configuration is the
construction of a single intersection in between the Route 1 north-south thru lanes for access to Route 1
as opposed to the current two intersections on the east and west side of Route 1. My only concern for
this new configuration would be for traffic merging onto Route 1 South from Route 110 which desires to
exit at 15th Street. What is now a fairly easy “stay in your lane” right lane exit will turn into a traverse
several lanes of Route 1 traffic, coming off of I-395 at higher speeds, in order to make a left lane exit.
Seems to me this would need to be mitigated with something more than speed limit signs and police
enforcement.
- I still say you should consider transforming Eads Street into your “Downtown Urban Boulevard”

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

The grade separated sector plan option was not the recommended option, so
specific details of mitigation strategies were not proposed.
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especially considering all of the current and planned construction along that road. It is already at grade
and centrally located to much of the new construction.
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3/14/2021 Benjamin
Nichols

I am an Arlington County resident writing in response to the proposed changes to route 1 in the Crystal
City area. The proposed changes that would bring Route 1 to grade are some of the worst proposed
changes I have ever seen and abysmally fail every single goal of the study laid out on slide 5 of the
presentation except for the vehicle operation LOS metric.

On the safety metric, this design, that would require pedestrians to cross 110' feet of travel lanes is
simply not safe for pedestrians, nor will it be safe for pedestrians walking along Route 1 who will have
multiple left hand turn lanes turning into them. It will not be safe for cyclists, as they will be required to
ride in traffic rather than having a dedicated space to low speed, low lethality micromobility options.
Relatedly, the proposal does not dedicate space to micromobility options and does not therefore
increase accessibility or accommodation for micromobility users and cyclists. Additionally, not enough is
done in the proposal to address car speeds. Drivers on a 9-lane road with 11' lanes are simply not going
to obey a 30 mile per hour speed limit, but will instead travel much faster, endangering the lives and
well-being of other users of the area. Drivers turning off Route 1 with a 25' curb radius and no raised
crosswalks will not slow down sufficiently to allow pedestrians to cross intersecting speeds safely.

The environmental costs of this proposal are obvious, this proposal would threaten air quality in the
region by increasing vehicle emissions, both tailpipe and non-tailpipe, as VMT increase because of this
widening. Additionally, the noise pollution from 9 lanes of traffic is certainly not in the environmental
interests of the neighborhood. To put a 9-lane car sewer in would be to effectively split east and west
crystal city and create an only semi-permeable barrier of Route 1. This proposal would seriously impair
movement of pedestrians and other community scale users of the area (i.e., not faceless single occupant
vehicle users) between the east and west of Route 1 and would create an extreme physical division in
the area.

I believe Route 1 should be brought to grade as a 4-lane road with generous sidewalks and bicycle paths
on each side, protected from vehicles by curbs and trees, with 2 lanes in each direction for slow,
unthreatening car traffic; a road that creates a sense of place rather than obliterating it. Failing that
some grade separation may continue to be necessary, despite its incompatibility with urban vitality and
placemaking.

The proposed at grade design sacrifices all other priorities, including those ranked higher than single
occupant vehicle operations in the community survey, on the altar of Level of Service. This mindset of
promoting free flowing traffic no matter the safety, environmental, and transportation impacts to other
modes must be abandoned if Route 1 is going to be improved rather than greatly worsened. The
National Landing BID's narrowest rendering of an at-grade Route 1 accomplishes the proposed goals far,
far more effectively than the current proposed 9 lane car sewer and this sort of design, that prioritizes
safety and efficient transportation of pedestrians, cyclists, and transit users, is where this project ought
to be headed.

None of the concepts in the final report include 9 lanes.

4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1 will
retain the 6 thru lanes.

Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because they are
not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan. Bicycle facilities are intended for 15th and 18th Streets as
they cross Route 1.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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3/14/2021 Gordon Chaffin

Hey, VDOT folks. This proposed Route 1 re-design in Crystal City is extremely disappointing to me. Please
start over, by studying a full-corridor diet of Route 1 that intentionally slows cars down and prioritizes
pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders, and the disabled more than motorists. Also, disregard the more than
decade-old Sector Plan, which did not predict the explosion of mode shift to bikes and micromobility
vehicles for essential commuting trips. The proposal from National Landing BID should be your guide:
that's what I want. Your current concept plan looks like a trip back to 1955 that kills my friends in the
crosswalk as the ghost of Robert Moses lurks in the corner muttering "Good. Gooood. Level of Service is
goooood"

I would like you to drastically reduce the curb width where you have an impermeable road surface.
Please add protected bike lanes, green infrastructure like rain gardens/bioswales, and using at least one
lane in each direction as a dedicated bus and transit lane. Also, pick-up/drop-off/delivery spaces should
be created for all of the future ground-floor retail from development at National Landing.

I can't afford a car, so I bike commute and walk around Potomac Yard, Crystal City, and Pentagon City. I
need to cross Route 1 several times on weekdays and ride or walk along it on work trips up and down
that corridor. I need a safe place to ride in the road that's separated, protected, beginner-friendly, and
my kids can use to get to their school. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling through the
area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel to the area. Also, these are all "mega blocks," so
wayfinding to parallel routes is impossible and people will just ride bikes on the sidewalks -- which is very
dangerous.

In addition, remove all double-left turns. Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns
are separated from pedestrian crossing times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for
turns extend signal cycle lengths slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left
turn lanes.

Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because they are
not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan. Bicycle facilities are intended for 15th and 18th Streets as they
cross Route 1.

4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1 will
retain the 6 thru lanes.

Dedicated bus lanes have already been provided on a parallel route.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and
motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

Dual left turn lanes are not included at 15th or 18th Streets.
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3/15/2021 Sarah Holsinger

I work in Crystal City and frequently bike and walk along Route 1, and right now it is not safe for either
activity. VDOT MUST look at narrower alternatives that actually prioritize bikes and pedestrians.

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:
Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.
Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.
If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc. then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.
VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brough to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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3/10/2021 Paul Guttridge

I agree with the goals of this effort, but the options proposed do not address the goals particularly the
only project goal that is fulfilled by this proposal is maintaining traffic throughput. We would be less
safe, especially if walking or cycling. Multimodal accessibility and accommodations are not improved,
and transit would not be more accessible or convenient. The environment would not be improved, and
the urban fabric would remain torn. The proposed concept does not support the Commonwealth’s
commitment to Amazon is to improve safety, accessibility, and the pedestrian experience crossing Route
1. The proposed concept is for an urban highway that dangerously cuts through our neighborhood. This
is not an urban boulevard. This is not acceptable. The community should demand better.

Moving route to at-grade will present a significant barrier between the neighborhoods to the east and
Crystal City amenities. Right now, the best access for pedestrians and cyclists is via 18th street with the
bike lanes and wide sidewalks. I feel safe bike riding on 18th under route 1 with my family. An at grade
crossing of route 1 exposes pedestrians and cyclists to traffic running lights or turning right on red and is
not safer. And would also introduce a delay in waiting for the crossing signal.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists.  Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

3/15/2021 Susan English &
Tom Philson

While I understand the study cannot escape the 45K per day current trip projections using COG data, I
can say that 9 lanes is an absurd width, and I think VDOT should rule at least that extreme out.

Given the importance of improving bike and pedestrian safety in what otherwise is a “cars first”
environment will take some commitment to limiting speeds and number of lanes and uses.

I understand the attraction of CostCo’s revenue, and (perhaps) that of the Mall. Drivers won’t decide to
choose other modes without some stick, and some carrot.

No one who watched the Mark Center and its garage being built, and saw what happened to traffic, and
the resulting expensive construction of more highway and ramps, wants to repeat it.

Re: speed limits—30 is an improvement, 25 would be better.

None of the proposed concepts includes 9 lanes.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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3/15/2021 Becca Buthe

While I agree that it is an important step to bring Route 1 to grade, there are best practices that should
be followed which prioritize all forms of transportation rather than auto-centric solutions.

1) Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, which is
abundantly clear from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. The at grade version of Route 1
should not have more than 4 through-lanes of travel reserved for cars.

2) Additionally, double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from
pedestrian crossing times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal
cycle lengths slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.

3) If Route 1 is to become a destination and a place where people want to be, with things to do, new
green spaces, etc. then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1
should include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to
new development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling
THROUGH the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together WITHOUT
bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section, eliminating
much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale streetscape could
be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-streets and Route 1; the
outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings could be designed to
treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and activity could be
brought to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve connections
between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and future east-
west bike & pedestrian travel.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan.

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

3/15/2021

Robert Mandle
(National
Landing
Business

Improvement
District)

Attached please find a letter offering feedback following the March 3rd Public Information Meeting for
the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Feasibility Study.

Please feel free to let us know should you have any comments/questions.

Resubmitted letter of 1/11/2021. See the response above.
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3/15/2021 Greg Matlesky

My name is Greg Matlesky and I am a frequent visitor to Crystal City and I would like to voice my
opposition to VDOT's plans for Route 1 through the area. Nine lanes of traffic is way too many and will
maintain the road as a barrier, not only to those on foot attempting to cross, but to those attempting to
travel in modes other than automobiles. I think space should be taken away from the general travel
lanes for dedicated bicycle and dedicated transit facilities as well as wider, tree-lined sidewalks to make
the space more pleasant and inviting to those outside of cars. Our streets are our most common public
space; we shouldn't devote them only to cars!

Thank you for your consideration.

None of the proposed concepts includes 9 lanes at 15th or 18th Streets.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.
Landscaping could be included along the roadway as is called for the Crystal City
Sector Plan.

Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because they are
not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan. Bicycle facilities are intended for 15th and 18th Streets as
they cross Route 1.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

3/15/2021 Jason Stanford

I live in Arlington County and I support the current configuration of Route 1, which provides much
needed alternative capacity to the I-395 corridor, while also allowing bike and pedestrian access
underneath this important facility. Please do not spend millions of dollars to make this roadway less
effective by lowering it to at-large intersections while also making it more difficult for bike and
pedestrian traffic. We have so many other important transportation needs in our region than a feel good
vanity project that doesn't actually move more people.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

3/15/2021 Sarah Young

Please consider safety and comfort for everyone in Crystal City in improve Route 1. We need a
community that welcomes people walking, people riding bikes, and yes people driving cars. However, we
can’t prioritize people in cars while causing harm to people using other modes to get around. Here in
Crystal City, we need more ways for people to move safely through the city without relying on cars.
Don’t create a dangerous barrier with 6+ lanes of car traffic blocking everyone who is walking or biking.

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:
- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.
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through-lanes of travel.
- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.
- If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc. then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brough to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

3/15/2021 Linda Sparke

"At grade" plan:
When I have to cross Route 1, I choose the 18th-street underpass rather than the 23rd-street grade-level
crossing. Crossing 7 or 8 traffic lanes is daunting, and standing waiting for the light to change, as cars
roar
by, is not pleasant. However slowly the traffic moves, there is too much of it.

It seems (slide 14) that the lights will be set up as on 15th Street by Pentagon City Mall, where the
intention is for pedestrians to wait in the central refuge for a second change of the lights. This means
waiting 2-3 minutes for the lights to cycle back. Taking 3-4 minutes to cross is not friendly to pedestrians.
On 15th Street, many now try to run all the way across in one go, rather than cross.

"Sector Plan" -- I'm not sure what is changing here.

The intention for 15th and 18th Streets is to create a single stage crossing. This
means that the light will allow people to cross all of Route 1 at once. For those
who are slower or arrive at the signal late and can’t make it all the way across,
there will be a pedestrian refuge for to wait to cross the remaining travel lanes.
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3/15/2021 Garrett Preis

Dear Mr. Reinhard,

I am with Gould Property Company which developed and owns a mixed-use project at the south end of
Crystal City, known as Airport Plaza (includes the Hyatt Regency, a 412-unit apartment building and two
office buildings). I am writing to offer feedback following the Second Route 1 Multimodal Improvements
Study Virtual Public Meeting held on Wednesday, March 3rd hosted by the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT).

My following comment focuses almost exclusively on the various proposed widths (RBL) presented in the
study.

I would encourage VDOT to balance the needs for vehicular movement with the safety and pedestrian
experience. If safety and the pedestrian experience is indeed the priority, or even just a high priority,
then we discourage VDOT from designing for RBL in excess of 130’….which I believe may be even too
wide. The pedestrian, as well as the active/urban experience, declines dramatically when streets go
beyond 100’ or 110’ in width. There are many examples of urban streets of 100’ or less that move great
amounts of traffic while preserving safety and pedestrian focus.

While we do believe vehicular movement is imperative, some congestion, is appropriate. A reasonable
amount of traffic serves to slow down cars which is an objective of yours.

If National Landing/Crystal City is to become a true urban, connected, destination with activity along
Route 1, and on both sides of the route 1, then all stakeholders, including VDOT need to understand that
moving along Route 1 needs to be less of a highway and more of a transition zone. I don’t believe VDOT
should be attempting to solve for all variables within RBLs, for example, of say 151’, or even 130’.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

GP

Garrett M. Preis

The 140’ section between RBL lines is consistent with the Crystal City Sector Plan.
The only expansion of that RBL distance is the grade-separated sector plan concept
at 15th Street which has internal ramps to move between elevated Route 1 and at-
grade 15th Street.

Changes in RBL distance can be reconsidered if the sector plan changes.
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3/15/2021 Stratis A.
Voutsas

Dear Mr. Reinhard
On January 11 I emailed you requesting a forum for 23rd Street Merchants and Landlords. I have not
heard back from you. We are very concerned about making 23rd Street safe and the 9 lane change
proposed would segregate 23rd Street from an integrated area vision. We remain CONCERNED moving
forward.

We have been asked again to submit comments by close of business today regarding your study. Change
is necessary and we want to support change for the better, yet we have no forum for input. 23rd Street
is a major part of your study and the 23rd Street intersection is a dangerous intersection with its own
needs as a DESTINATION LOCATION. These needs need to be addressed in the study and again we
request a separate FORUM to address TRAFFIC SAFETY and our INCLUSION as a DESTINATION in National
Landing.
Will you please respond to our email?

These comments are the forum for us to gather and address your comments.

None of the concepts in the report include 9 lanes at 15th or 18th Streets. The lane
configurations at 23rd Street will remain unchanged in Phase 1 of the study.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate potential interim improvements ahead of the
County’s proposed 23rd Street improvements.
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3/15/2021 Kingdon Gould
III

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this study.
I would like to point out that we have owned our property since the 1960s. We developed a 700 room
Hyatt convention hotel which has hosted the largest convention in Arlington for the last 15 years, two
office buildings totaling more than 300,000 sf and 412 apartments. We are planning to build another 250
apartments.
This plan seems to us to be deficient in two critical areas:
- First, it does not encompass the entirety of Route 1 in Arlington County. It makes little sense to plan a
major boulevard without planning a logical well-designed transition at both ends. The vehicular ramps
and bridge to National Airport should be planned now. It will not get easier later.
- Second, this plan pays insufficient attention to quality of life in our community. We would like Route 1
to unite our community not divide it. We need a more attractive, greener and safer pedestrian
experience; bicycles and scooters too.

The project area has been specifically chosen to target the elevated sections of
Route 1. The scope of the project does not need to expand in order to study the
elevated portions of Route 1.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.
Landscaping could be included along the roadway as called for the Crystal City
Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

3/15/2021 PJ Tabit

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:
- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.
- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths
slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.
- If Route 1 is to become a destination, a place where people want to be, with things to do, new green
spaces, etc then people will want to get there on bikes. Therefore, the new stretch of Route 1 should
include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike infrastructure to enable bike travel to new
development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH
the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard



Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study – Project Email Inbox and Letters Received by VDOT with VDOT Responses

Date Commenter Comment Received Response

Page 48 of 182

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade. Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section,
eliminating much of the ramp spaghetti; sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale
streetscape could be added; new bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-
streets and Route 1; the outside lanes could be used for street parking at off-peak times; new buildings
could be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brought to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

3/15/2021 Annie Ebbers

I am strongly opposed to VDOT's proposal to bring Route 1 to grade in Crystal City. I often bike from
Crystal City to Eads, or Crystal City to Pentagon City. The 18th Street underpass is critical to these rides
feeling safe. Bringing Route 1 to grade would force me to ride all the way south to the Four Mile Run trail
in order to get from Crystal City to Pentagon City. There is no other option even for confident cyclists like
myself because Route 1 is scary to cross even in the crosswalk. There are too many turning cars and
people drive too fast. To claim that nine lanes is somehow "multimodal" or otherwise going to do
anything other than drive pedestrians and cyclists away is ridiculous. Make it four lanes at most or don't
do it at all.

None of the concepts in the report include 9 lanes at 15th or 18th Streets.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

3/15/2021 Dana Bres

I am writing to offer my concerns about the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study being conducted
by VDOT. I have been engaged in this study from the beginning and feel the scope and results will result
in an unsatisfactory “solution” that will impact the community for decades to come.

It seems that creating a wide roadway with at-grade intersections will create conflicts that do not exist
now. These conflicts will include the allocation of signal timing as well as the physical safety of the
pedestrians attempting to cross US 1.
·     The current overpass configuration of 15th and 18th Streets provide the ability for pedestrians,
cyclists, and motorists to cross (under) US 1 with no impact on the US 1 north-south traffic. Essentially,
the overpass provides a dedicated (100%) “phase” for the N-S traffic. Creating an additional time
demand for two additional at-grade intersections will impact traffic flow. Because the pedestrian and
cyclists will be crossing US 1 at rush hour, accommodating those groups will have the maximum impact
on N-S signal timing.
·     A wide US 1 roadway will require significant time for pedestrians to cross. Unless pedestrians are
provided equity or priority, the wait times will likely encourage pedestrians to attempt to cross against
the signal, creating safety hazards.

The US 1 overpass at 18th Street is convenient to the Crystal City Metro Station and serves the large

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

The project area has been specifically chosen to target the elevated sections of
Route 1. The scope of the project does not need to expand in order to study the
elevated portions of Route 1.
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population in the station’s “walkshed” on the west side of US 1. Those metro riders rely on the ease and
safety of the overpass. Lowering US 1 to grade at that location would create a 12-block detour (18th to
12th and back) if the pedestrians elected to not cross at grade. As an alternative, the hotel connecting
tunnel would likely be exploited by pedestrians, placing the burden for a safe crossing on the private
business. If the route for pedestrians to cross US 1 is not safe and convenient, some of the pedestrians
may elect to abandon their use of the metro and drive instead. This would have a dual impact on both
traffic as well as WMATA.

A number of options appear to have been excluded from the study which might mitigate the impact of
creating at-grade intersections. They include:
·     Creating an accommodating pedestrian and bicycle tunnel at 20th Street that connects the east and
west sides of US 1. This tunnel might exploit the elevation gain from Eads to US 1, and include width,
sightlines, and lighting to provide safety for users.
·     Eliminate some of the ramps from the elevated portion of US 1 to permit commercial use of the
“reclaimed” land.
·     Provide air rights for commercial use over the ramps so commercial buildings might be built over the
ramps (in a manner seen on Bell, north of 18th)

This study for creating at-grade crossings of US 1 for pedestrians and cyclists stands in stark contrast
with the recent study and construction effort that built a grade separated crossing for the W&OD trail
over Lee Highway in Falls Church. That project provided a bike/ped bridge over a roadway where the
vehicle volume was lighter (AADT about 21,000 vehicles per day).

This study misses the opportunity to perform a holistic analysis of US 1 in Arlington by the abrupt
termination of the study at 23rd. This will create a portion of US 1 that maintains the status quo to the
Alexandria border. While that portion of the road may not receive the similar intense review of the
northern portion, there are opportunities to improve safety and traffic that shouldn’t be overlooked. The
scope should be expanded to consider the necessary transition from Route 110 to the north and the
portion of US 1 in Arlington to the Alexandria line.

3/15/2021 Gina Gil

The proposed changes maintain Route 1 as a car only zone where those not in cars are at risk and do not
feel welcome in this space. A full travel lane in each direction could be better used as protected bicycle
lanes. Pedestrian space could also be expanded.

If Route 1 is Brought to Grade:
- Crossing 6 lanes of traffic will never feel safe and comfortable for bikes and pedestrians, this is clear
from the existing crossings at 20th and 23rd Street. An at-grade Route 1 should not have more than 4
through-lanes of travel.

- Double-left turn lanes endanger pedestrians unless left-turns are separated from pedestrian crossing
times by dedicated signal phases and dedicated signal phases for turns extend signal cycle lengths

· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic
anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes.

· Double left turn lanes are no longer proposed in any concept.
· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because

they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan or the Bicycle Element of
the Master Transportation Plan

· The concept being described is very similar to the sector plan concept that
is included in the report for comparison to the at-grade options.
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slowing all travelers. An at-grade Route 1 cannot include double-left turn lanes.

- The new stretch of Route 1 should include dedicated, protected, comfortable, low-stress bike
infrastructure to enable bike travel to new development that will front Route 1. While parallel routes like
Eads are useful for traveling THROUGH the area, facilities on Route 1 are necessary to travel TO the area.

VDOT needs to also be considering options for Route 1 that could stitch the urban fabric together
WITHOUT bringing Route 1 to grade.

Route 1 could be designed with a much more urban cross-section, eliminating much of the ramp
spaghetti. Sidewalks, bike infrastructure, trees and pedestrian-scale streetscape could be added. New
bike & pedestrian connections could be made between the cross-streets and Route. New buildings could
be designed to treat Route 1 like a street to be embraced rather than a highway to be ignored, and
activity could be brough to the areas beneath Route 1. Together, these improvements would improve
connections between the neighborhoods without bringing Route 1 traffic into conflict with existing and
future east-west bike & pedestrian travel.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard



Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study – Project Email Inbox and Letters Received by VDOT with VDOT Responses

Date Commenter Comment Received Response

Page 51 of 182

6/7/2021 William Eisler

Just One Viewpoint:

Thank you and your department for the invitation as entered in a very recent edition of the Washington Post
newspaper, print version.

As I’ve not traveled to the specific areas of Northern Virginia that compose your feasibility study in quite some
time I’m relying on my memory serves to ask questions, make comments and provide recommendations for you
to consider.

1. Is there still an open air escalator down to meet the subway train to and from D.C. @ the South Pentagon
parking lot sidewalk? If so, my own personal opinion, in light of recent cyber attacks at points shown on
TV throughout the United States, that this commuter mass transit drop-off, pick-off point be closed. To
prevent public passenger inconvenience, arrangements will have to be made for example, in Pentagon
City for Crystal City to accommodate drop off/pick up of commuters to transfer through the Pentagon and
on to D.C.

2. Is the 12th to 23rd Street addressed in paper a minimum of several hundred feet south of Reagan
National Airport’s runways? If so, I personally feel that a rail spur be considered from RFP, CSX, and B&O,
etc. to deliver and temporary stage non-flammable goods considering proper aircraft landing clearances.

3. I personally would consider investigating of backup air traffic control means with sound, time, and
distance, in case visual monitorship in tower is jammed or hacked.

4. Will container ships be used to deliver goods @ Fairfax Alexandria, Arlington wharfs, as applicable? If not,
if feasible, should this method of safe transport be considered as backup?

5. Unlike I95 & I395, Rt 1 has a series of overhead traffic signals. It is my personally held belief that for the
most efficient use of fuel, to control traffic, and to minimize congestion, that lights be timed and ramps or
turn lanes where feasible be considered at intersections.

6. In the interest of automobiles which are climate and carbon neutral in 14 years according to President
Biden’s long range goal and to slightly expand upon Virginia Governor Northham’s incorportation of all the
electric school buses, may I note the concept of “regenerative braking,” a novel idea (not mine) practiced
by some fork-lift manufacturers for their big heavy 24 or 36 volt DC batteries. This feature could have
some special application in the experienced stop-and-go traffic on Virginia roads during rush area in some
areas.

Finally my own nightmare scenario with progression of all plans into physical reality as it relates to finding
dwellings for all the people, and the means to get them home after work.

Sorry to try your patience with my long-winded tact, Mr. Reinhard, but you took the time and energy to extend
the public’s chance of input to your work.

Thank you for your letter. Of all the things on your list the only one that can be addressed
with the project is the timing of signals. The signals will be timed for progression as part of
and design project that moves forward from this study.
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6/16/2021 Arthur Fox

Good morning Dan,

On behalf of the Arlington Ridge Civic Association, I write to express my absolute dismay in VDOT’s
decision to drop Route 1 to grade at 15th and 18th Streets. As announced at the outset of your Study, its
primary goal was to improve safety and accessibility or east/west connectivity of the movement of
people between Crystal City and Pentagon City. Eliminating the underpasses and requiring all east/west
movement across signalized intersections will accomplish the exact opposite. Moreover, it will impede
access by Amazon’s huge workforce to multimodal transportation options contrary to Commonwealth
policy.

I can only imagine that your Study group must have succumbed to economic and political pressure along
with the County’s unsubstantiated bravado of its ability to engineer people’s modal choices via its TDM
programs -- residents' safety and livability be damned. FOR SHAME!

 The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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6/22/2021 Kathleen
Lipovac

I have been hearing with much dismay of your plan to change Route 1 in Crystal City and take it down to
grade. Please do not do this. I remember when the bridge was put in. The reason was to alleviate traffic
coming in from I-395 and make it safer for pedestrians and those riding bikes. To change it back, and add
lights at 15th Street and 18th Street, will not be beneficial to anyone. Traffic will be backed up, and
pedestrians and bikers will have a harder time, and will be less safe, when crossing. Spending $180
million to do this will make the situation worse. I'm sure the money can be put to better use elsewhere. I
have not heard of any of my neighbors in Crystal City saying this is a good idea.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

6/20/2021 Tom Fulham
Please consider extending the existing Metroway bus lanes from East Glebe Rd in Alexandria through
Crystal City. Perhaps, some day in the future, to link up with the not-yet-existing bus lanes on Columbia
Pike.

Dedicated lanes for Metroway are already in place through much of Crystal City.
VDOT does not control Metroway.

6/16/2021 E. Danielle
Roberts, PhD

Original email sent to Senator Ebbin's office:

In listening to the proposed plan for an at grade change to Rt 1, I believe this is a horrible idea for the
Crystal City/Pentagon City area (National Landing as rebranded by current developers/Amazon). This
option makes no sense to me. It does nothing for the pedestrian/public transit centric community that
currently exists. People do not walk up and down Rt 1, we walk along the smaller streets. This plan
would cause more traffic on the smaller streets we walk on and would force pedestrians to have to cross
7 lanes of traffic on Rt 1. It would also cause Crystal City residents who do use cars to be inconvenienced
by not being allowed to make left turns from Rt 1.

I can tell you right now that this would ruin the area for me. I would NEVER cross Rt. 1 to shop in stores
on the other side of Rt 1. Indeed, if this happens, I would move away from Crystal City, most likely into
Washington, DC. My guess is you would see many other people doing the same who prefer the current
ease of walking and accessing public transit in Crystal and Pentagon Cities.

Ultimately the traffic movements in the proposed concept are no different than
the condition today. No left turns are currently permitted at 18th Street due to the
overpass configuration.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
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I honestly don't understand the point of the fancy above grade option. I would select the cheapest
option of improving the current above grade Rt 1.

riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

6/13/2021 Anders
Hammersborg

Thanks for requesting input on this important initiative. As an Alexandria resident who uses route 1 to
commute into DC, I'm very concerned about the proposed move to more of a surface street option.
Route 1 is the only viable option for this commute route for thousands of people. Metro isn't viable for
everyone and the GW parkway is for commuters from further south since the exit to get onto the bridge
gets backed up. Route 1 in Arlington is already really slow, with pedestrian crossing dynamics and a few
of the intersections requiring each direction to go one at a time. The fact that the state and Amazon
supposedly were putting millions towards local transportation and this proposal is being considered to
make it worse doesn't make any sense- especially because of additional transportation considerations
with airport traffic. The only options that should be considered are removing pedestrian traffic either via
tunnels or overpasses, splitting the route 1 traffic so lights can be timed like it is further down in
Alexandria, tunneling traffic (boring co. is only $10M/mile and we'd only need a few miles) or more
elevated traffic, including direct access to the airport from both directions. I really hope hundreds of
millions aren't put into this area just to leave us with more gridlock than we already have. Thanks

Much of the backup with northbound morning traffic is a result of the Clark Street
being located too close to Route 1 at 23rd Street. Until Clark Street is relocated
with development, the 23rd Street intersection will continue to meter northbound
Route 1 traffic. This issue really has little to do with at-grade versus elevated
concepts at 15th and 18th Streets.

6/21/2021 Eric Wilber

Good evening,

I am a Crystal City resident who has lived at 12th St. S and Army Navy Drive for the last six years. Per the
analyses shown at the Third Virtual Public Information Meeting, the answer to your study question of
whether an urban boulevard on Route 1 in Crystal City is feasible should be a resounding “no” despite
your proposed recommendation to the contrary. In all of the categories that matter to the residents who
live along the corridor—pedestrian and traffic safety, as well as impacts to transit and travel—the
proposed at-grade project completely fails by your own admission and makes the current situation much
worse without several vague and yet-to-be-determined mitigation measures that appear infeasible
themselves. Yet it seemed clear from the presentation that the only thing VDOT and its partners care
about is the increased ability to develop the 5-6 acres of land as dictated by Amazon and JBG.

The marketing around Crystal City surrounding this study has been all about how safety-focused it is, so
it was infuriating to discover that the only thing that will make it safer for pedestrians to cross the
proposed at-grade Route 1 is a tunnel or bridge at 18th Street that will itself need a new feasibility study
prior to moving forward. Of course, we already have an existing, completely safe pedestrian walkway at
18th Street under Route 1, as well as another less safe, but usable walkway at the 15th Street
interchange. Yet, your recommendation involves replacing those current walkways with something you
admitted may not even be feasible given the Metro tunnel and other existing structures. This difficulty
crossing the newly configured Route 1 completely undermines your stated goal of connecting the east
and west pieces of Crystal/Pentagon City through this project. To be clear, this proposal replaces two
perfectly fine underpass options with an undeveloped and unstudied pedestrian bridge to make that

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists because when people shift from their cars to buses it reduces
congestion for these same buses. That is exactly how the TDM will achieve
reduced congestion. The at-grade crossing of Route 1 will be provided with the
project; however, we heard a demand for a separated crossing from the
community. The implementation of such a crossing is not straightforward and will
be investigated in Phase 2 of the study.

Bicycle and pedestrian traffic will be able to traverse the entire project area with
minimal disruption during construction.

The project environmental review will take place later in the project development
process which is in conformance with the project development process. Phase 2 of
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connection work safely, at a cost of hundreds of millions of dollars and several years of additional studies
and construction. How those facts alone didn’t give VDOT a “no” answer to the feasibility question is
beyond my comprehension.

But the contradictions don’t end there. The proposal relies on vague “TDM” strategies to significantly
reduce traffic along the corridor to make your proposed recommendation feasible. However, the whole
project admittedly adds significant traffic to side roads—including those used by mass transit buses—
resulting in projected new transit delays. In answer to my question about how this makes any sense, I
was told that the plan was to get more people onto those same delayed buses. That reasoning uses
unfounded, circular logic. In fact, given my experience using the DC Metrobus system, I highly suspect
that the projected transit delays will make those options less used, not more, due to unreliability. And,
given that you’ve already established that pedestrians and bikers will be less protected under this
proposal—not to mention that over a minute will be added to the walk time across 18th Street under all
scenarios—it is completely unfounded to posit that the required vehicular reductions will come from
more walking and biking. Thus, there don’t seem to be many other options available to get to the TDM
goal of a 20-30% vehicular traffic reduction to make the project feasible. Indeed, in response to the
second part of my question, it was admitted that this project will take at least three years for
construction where swaths of the corridor will be impassable for pedestrians and bikes. Is the trade-off
for fewer options and less protection once the project is completed worth that inconvenience? Again,
my answer is a resounding “no.”

Finally, it was admitted that this feasibility study hasn’t taken into account any environmental studies or
modeling which must be completed before moving forward. As an environmental attorney, I’ve
reviewed NEPA documentation for major road projects showing spikes of vehicle tailpipe emissions at
proposed new intersections, and this project adds two new intersections to a main thoroughfare with
traffic snarled well into the surrounding side streets (shown clearly in slide 33 of the presentation
offered at the meeting). It baffles me that none of that was even considered in this initial feasibility
study given the significant cost and supposed environmentally-friendly proclivities of the parties
involved. As noted above, it seems unlikely that VDOT’s EDM plan will achieve the needed 20-30% traffic
reduction, which would be the only thing that could possibly offset those increased air emissions. Thus,
this project may impact the area’s compliance with Clean Air Act standards and appears vulnerable to
litigation under the National Environmental Policy Act. Again, this points to a “no” answer to your
feasibility question given the amount of time and money that will be involved in answering these
unresolved questions despite prematurely declaring that the project is “feasible.”

To summarize, we have admitted pressure from Amazon to conduct this study in the first place and 5-6
acres of newly freed land that will be developed for private commercial gain, in exchange for years of
construction inconveniencing residents, hundreds of millions of our tax dollars, and roads and walkways
that are more congested and less safe. All signs point to this project being a terrible investment for the
Crystal City community and its residents, and for the reasons stated above it fails miserably—by VDOT’s

the study will be a continuation of the feasibility analysis for the recommended at-
grade option 3.

No commitment was made regarding use of any potential excess land. Land use
decisions are the responsibility of localities. Any surplus right-of-way would be
subject to a surplus process in addition to regulations from the locality on use.
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own admission—in at least four of the six study goals you set out to answer: safety, transit effectiveness,
vehicular operations, and environmental. I urge you to change your recommendation and say that an at-
grade Route 1 is neither feasible nor advisable and stand up for the community that does not want it
forced upon us.

6/17/2021 Josh Turner

I am a long-time resident of 22202, and I write to express my strong opposition to the proposed
recommendation discussed at the public meeting on June 16, 2021 to move Route 1 to an "at grade"
configuration. As detailed in the presentation, the at-grade proposal fails to meet the goals of the
study in terms of safety, transit effectiveness, and vehicular operations. By replacing the pedestrian and
cyclist underpasses at 15th and 18th with at-grade crossings, it increases the risk of pedestrian and
cyclist death, increases vehicular accident risk, decreases the ability of Route 1 to handle traffic,
increases traffic overflow into neighborhood streets, and hampers existing transit options. None of this
is speculation or hyperbole--it's all taken directly from the report. There's simply no justification for
spending a single dollar on a transit project this ill-conceived, let alone $180 million. The proposed
recommendation does not meet the study's goals. The at-grade option should be rejected in favor of
making improvements to the existing configuration. The announced goals of the study were as follows:

Safety: Improve multimodal safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, micro-mobility modes, transit and vehicles
along and across Route 1
The at-grade proposal does not meet this goal. As the study itself concedes, by removing the
underpassess currently used by pedestrians and cyclists, moving to at-grade intersections will increase
vehicle-pedestrian interactions and increase vehicle to vehicle crashes.
This lines up with my personal experience--I routinely use the underpass at 18th street to cycle precisely
because it is protected and does not require crossing Route 1 at grade. That's despite the fact that the
at-grade crossing at 23rd is much closer to my home. But 23rd street is a dangerous mess for drivers and
pedestrians alike, and replicating this experience at 18th and 15th will decrease safety, as the study itself
notes. At the public meeting, there was some discussion of a potential pedestrian bridge or tunnel at
18th. This is outside the scope of the study and should play no part in the consideration of the at-grade
option unless and until it is actually included in the study. Nevertheless, such a proposal wouldn't
accommodate cyclists, and it's not clear why it would be any more successful than the tunnel at 23rd
street, which was recently demolished. It's also worth commenting on the irony of moving to an at-grade
proposal and deciding the safety risks can be mitigated by a bridge or tunnel...when that's precisely what
we already have in the form of underpasses at 18th and 20th. Except those actually work better.

Multimodal accessibility and accommodation: Increase multimodal accessibility and accommodation
along and across Route 1
For the reasons noted above, the at-grade proposal does not increase accessibility and accommodation
across Route 1. In fact, it makes traveling across Route 1 more time consuming, less convenient, and
more dangerous. While the presentation focused on the impact this would have on vehicle travel times,
the real burden will be borne by pedestrians trying to cross Route 1. Is it worth sacrificing the safety of
existing infrastructure users to build sidewalks along Route 1, which even at grade will remain a

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

23rd Street is a very complicated signal due to the proximity of Clark Street to
Route 1. The signals at 15th and 18th Streets will be far simpler, easier to
understand and does not involve essentially crossing 2 intersections at the same
time. Proposed at-grade 15th and 18th Streets are not comparable to 23rd Street
in any way.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists because when people shift from their cars to buses, walking,
bicycles etc. it reduces congestion for these same buses. That is exactly how the
TDM will achieve reduced congestion. Phase 2 will also include investigation the
feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide
an alternative to crossing at grade.

A TDM strategy will not be implemented in the current conditions because one is
not necessary in the grade-separated condition that exists today. What
necessitates a TDM strategy is the at-grade concept.
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heavily trafficked 7 lane road? How many people really will find such sidewalks pleasant or useful? For
several years I lived on Patrick Street in Old Town Alexandria, and I can say with certainty that
pedestrians avoid walking next to Route 1 if they have any viable option. It was far more pleasant to
walk on Alfred St. in Old Town, and it will be far more pleasant to walk on Eads in Crystal City. Are we
really going to make it harder for transit and bike users to cross the street all to build superfluous
sidewalks on Route 1 that likely will get little use?

Transit effectiveness: Make transit more accessible, reliable, and convenient
The at-grade proposal does not do this. Instead, by lowering the ability of Route 1 to handle traffic, it
makes transit less effective--again, this is articulated in the study itself. The study proposes to mitigate
these impacts by "Traffic Demand Management," or essentially encouraging people to take other forms
of transit. That is a laudable goal. But if we have strategies for doing so, why can't we implement them
without wrecking Route 1? And why can't we spend some of the $180 million that it would cost to move
Route 1 to "at grade" on these TDM strategies?

Vehicular operations: Maintain an appropriate level of vehicular operation and accommodation along
Route 1 and on intersecting streets: 15th Street, 18th Street, 20th Street, and 23rd Street
The at-grade proposal does not do this. Instead, it is clear that the proposed changes to Route 1 would
radically decrease its ability to handle traffic. The study notes that this will result in overspill into
neighborhood streets like mine; my kids walk and bike to school on Fort Scott, which is already used by
cut-through traffic that does not observe the 25 mph residential limit. Increasing the traffic on Fort Scott
and other residential roads will compound the potential safety impacts of this change. There are plenty
of "urban boulevards" in this area that suffer from gridlock during high congestion periods. This is
especially so where the boulevard has to accommodate large volumes of pedestrians in addition to
turning traffic--see, e.g., K Street in DC. It can routinely take 20 minutes to go a single block on K and
17th, since right-turning cars must wait for pedestrians to clear. Why would we want to replicate this
experience? Again, the answer given at the June 16 presentation was that somehow TDM will decrease
traffic volumes 20-25 percent over existing levels, even taking into account all the expected
development along Route 1. This seems like magical thinking, but as noted above, if we have TDM
strategies that are that effective, we can and should use them *without* spending $180 million to
radically degrade the utility of existing infrastructure.

Environmental: Preserve, protect, or enhance the built, natural, visual, and social environments
Arguably the at-grade proposal does this, by increasing tree cover. And I suppose subjectively some
people prefer the "urban boulevard" look to what exists now. Does that justify the real loss of safety and
utility that the study finds would happen from the at-grade proposal? It does not.

Urban Fabric: Integrate Route 1 within the context of Crystal City and Pentagon City as a multimodal
urban boulevard design consistent with context of the surrounding existing and future built
environment. This goal serves as the punchline of this whole process. It assumes the result! If the goal of
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the study is to "integrate Route 1...as a multimodal urban boulevard" then of course an urban boulevard
is the only way to achieve that goal. But this result-oriented goal should not be allowed to overwhelm
the substantial negatives in terms of safety and costs that the study discovered and set out in detail. I
recognize that the "urban boulevard" concept is in the Sector Plan, but now that the study has shown
that this concept will make safety, traffic, and transit effectiveness worse, we should at least be able to
tell the truth: The urban boulevard concept is a disaster, and it should be rejected. In short, the study
itself shows that an at-grade urban boulevard fails to meet the study goals. It will reduce pedestrian and
cyclist safety, reduce transit effectiveness, and decrease the ability of Route 1 to handle traffic. It is only
workable if one implausibly assumes that somehow, we can reduce the existing traffic on Route 1 by 1/5
to 1/4, despite development--but even then, safety is sacrificed.

And the price tag for all of this is an astonishing $180 million. This money would be far better spent on
other transit or civic priorities.
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6/16/2021 Gerry Fuller

I am perplexed that in your presentation study you assert that safety is VDOT's highest priority but then
present a study that chooses the option with the poorest safety ratings. My recommendation: if VDOT
truly believes that TDMs will reduce the volume of vehicle traffic on route 1, and thus increase safety,
then commit to that., as a first priority Implement TDMs first. If the TDMs are successful and traffic
safety improves, then it would make sense to invest $100+ million in bringing Route 1 down to grade. If
safety is, in fact, your highest priority, you cannot justify bringing Route ! down to grade, and by your
own analysis seriously reducing pedestrian and vehicular safety, and then hope to identify and
implement TDMs that potentially might eventually reduce traffic and hopefully thereby improve safety.

Further, I did not once hear in your presentation a definition of an "urban boulevard" or what might be
the standards for declaring that a roadway has become "an urban boulevard." If that is what you think
you are creating (and it seems to be your highest priority, not increased safety), then the public deserves
to know more specifically what you propose to achieve. Clarifying that the purpose and characteristics of
an urban boulevard was completely missing from your presentation. Is Route 1 an "urban boulevard" in
its current state as it passes through Alexandria? through Woodbridge? through Fredericksburg? Would
the "urban boulevard" stop at S. 23rd Street, or does VDOT have plans for an urban boulevard
continuing on to Glebe Road? past the car dealerships and the shopping center, on into
Alexandria?...What is the difference between an urban boulevard and a crowded, ugly urban highway--
as are sections of Route 1 as it passes through Washington, DC?

A TDM strategy will not be implemented in the current conditions because one is
not necessary in the grade-separated condition that exists today. What
necessitates a TDM strategy is the at-grade concept.

Phase 2 will also include investigating the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

Merriam Webster defines a boulevard as a broad often tree-lined thoroughfare.
So, an urban boulevard would be a wide tree-lined street in a city. The urban
boulevard concept is set forth in the Crystal City Sector Plan.
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6/20/2021 George Yurek

Great job on the route 1 multi modal study and your recommendation for an at grade solution makes a
lot of sense. The overall approach will benefit both residents and commercial interests in a highly
needed solution to integrate National Landing. Residents benefit when commercial interests are
supported in the form of new employment and service offerings.  I understand there are some
pedestrian safety concerns with this approach but believe they can be offset by a ped bridge.

Thank you for support of the study’s recommendations.
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6/20/2021 Carol Pickens

I attended the June 16 meeting (as well as earlier ones). Here are some comments:

I strongly oppose taking route 1 down to grade. It seems that the fact that 50-60,000 cars regularly use
Route 1 to get in to/out of DC have been simply ignored, with some fantasy notion that Arlington can
have any control over that to make it magically decrease. Seriously??? Let’s continue to make it easy for
them to get through Crystal City, by reducing/enforcing the speed limit. Further, why would those
commuters want to stop for a stroll along Route 1 to visit shops, cafes, etc. on their way to or from
work? I simply do not understand your logic and the “push” to establish a “boulevard.” Another issue
with taking Route 1 down to grade and eliminating left turns concerns additional traffic on side streets,
which will only add to the safety issues for pedestrians, bikes, and scooters, to say nothing of additional
pollution, both noise and environmental.
Crystal City clearly needs ways for pedestrians, bikes, and scooters to navigate safely. Eliminating the
underpasses at 15th and 18th will only make the situation worse.  Now, pedestrians etc. can easily and
safely get between the east and west sides of Route 1.  And in one option, I think I heard that if you go to
grade, then you would put in a tunnel?  And yet it wasn’t very long ago that you eliminated the 23rd
street tunnel under Route 1. I also question your assumption that pedestrians, especially those who are
older and therefore may walk slowly or need assistive devices like wheelchairs or crutches, will be OK
with negotiating, with the at-grade option, 2 very wide sidewalks and 6-7 traffic lanes. I suggest two
options for improving safety: (a) require bikes and scooters to use the bike lanes (how badly does
Arlington want to get sued because of its failure to get bikes and scooters off the sidewalks and near-
misses with hitting pedestrians), and (b) address the uneven surface of many of the sidewalks, which
have been subject to humps cause by tree roots, utility covers, etc. (aka tripping hazards).

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

The proposed at-grade concept 3 largely maintains the traffic patterns in place
today. No left turns are currently permitted at 18th Street due to the overpass
configuration. By maintaining no left turns, it reduces the conflicts points with
pedestrians crossing 18th Street and simplifies operations at the signal allowing to
operate more efficiently.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

6/16/2021 Jennifer White  Was this webinar recorded? I was only able to join for a small part at the end. The webinar is available on the study website.

6/17/2021 Matthew Miller

In short, the study itself shows that an at-grade urban boulevard fails to meet the study goals. It will
reduce pedestrian and cyclist safety, reduce transit effectiveness, and decrease the ability of Route 1 to
handle traffic. It is only workable if one implausibly assumes that somehow, we can reduce the existing
traffic on Route 1 by 1/5 to 1/4, despite development--but even then, safety is sacrificed. And the price
tag for all of this is an astonishing $180 million. This money would be far better spent on other transit or
civic priorities.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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6/18/2021 Darrell Henry

As a local 22202 resident for 18 years, I oppose lowering Rt 1 to street level and the changes to Rt
1/Richmond highway through Crystal City. It will degrade the quality of life for those who live in the area.
The proposed changes will create more traffic and push traffic onto already congested lateral and side
streets. We see this happening when there is traffic back up at the street grade crossings at 20 &
23rd St., and when there was traffic at the airport that backed up onto Rt. 1. Such slow/idling cars stuck
in traffic, will cause more pollution from impacting those of us who live in the area. The traffic caused by
the proposal will also make it more difficult for us to drive though our own neighborhoods and out of
our neighborhoods.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists.

6/17/2021 Karl Gustavson

I'd like to submit comment on the Rt 1 reconfiguration through Crystal City. I live on the west side of Rt.
1 at Crystal City and my work office is on the east side. I recreate there, taking my kids to sports at Long
Bridge Park, we access the Mt. Vernon Trail through Crystal City, and we spend time in Crystal City, for
example at the water park. I bike and walk to/from the area, often with kids, and we rarely use a car. On
occasion, I even walk to the airport from Crystal City. As a result, I know way too much about the perils
and preferences for crossing Rt. 1.  So, a couple comments.

1. We seek out the underpasses. I'm driven to comment because your presentations appear to advocate
getting rid of the same features I seek to keep me and my walking/biking family safe while crossing Rt. 1.
I will go out of my way to cross under Rt 1 at 12th, 15th, or 18th St because those roads are physically
separated from Rt. 1 traffic. The "at-grade" 23rd St crossing is a death trap and there is no amount of
sidewalk widening, green colored concrete, or terming it a "boulevard" that will make it better. Do not
make more of these at-grade crossings. That's a horrible idea.

2. Tunnels (not underpasses) are terrible. The understreet tunnels instantly get filled with urine and
creep out even seasoned city dwellers, much less kids, who years later still comment on the strange
things they smelled and saw in the old 23rd street tunnel. We also don't need to further support
tunneling into the crystal city underground. That was a bad idea to begin with... don't perpetuate it.
Tunnels dissuade visitors.

3. The airport access bridge over Rt 1 and its sidewalk on/off ramp at 26th street is pretty good except it
drops you off in a parking lot between hotels and you can't get to Eads street without dodging traffic,
jumping curbs, and crossing the grass. But, even that is a "better pedestrian experience" than crossing
Rt. 1... So, a pedestrian/bike light bridge is far better than the at-grade death traps your study advocates.
You do not need another study to support that.  Your current study has produced enough indecipherable
consultant-speak and feasibility analysis dot tables for the next several decades and projects. It's not
hard to figure out that cars and pedestrians should be separated to give pedestrians and bikers a better
option than getting run over, flipped off, or screamed at by drivers on Rt. 1.

Bottom line: Separate pedestrians from Rt. 1 traffic using the underpasses (not tunnels) or light bridges.
Apparently, you've decided you can't bury Rt. 1 with a "big dig". Fine, but don't send more pedestrians
across Rt 1. It's a Va-DOT dream that traffic will ever be abated such that Rt. 1 isn't a disaster for bikes

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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and pedestrians. If somehow, some segment of traffic ever declines, that void will be instantly filled by
another segment because traffic declined. Traffic doesn't get better in N. VA, especially at a place like
National Landing heading into DC.

So, you can add all the signage, lights, lane painting, "Boulevard" terms, and happy renderings you want,
but it will always be dangerous to pedestrians and bikers. You need to physically separate the
pedestrians/bikers from Rt. 1 traffic.

6/15/2021 Susan Halk
Please keep route 1’s elevated Highway in Crystal City. Traffic will be more of a nightmare otherwise.
Paint the elevated portion fun colors for Amazon. But, the road is safer with underpasses for pedestrians
and bikers away from main car traffic.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

7/2/2021

Mike Pickford,
President,

Arlington Ridge
CA

Scott Miles,
President,

Aurora Heights
CA

Carol Fuller,
President,

Crystal City CA

Letter sent by
Darren Buck

Dear Dan:

At the June 16 VDOT Public Information meeting, you recommended building the at-grade hybrid option
for 15th & 18th rather than following the Crystal City Sector Plan.

You acknowledged that implementing the at-grade plan will require these additional, currently
unfunded, actions:

· the predicted excess traffic diverted onto our local streets will need major mitigation through a
comprehensive and effective TDM program,

· a new transit center will need to be built to accommodate the relocation of buses and bus
routes, and

· a bike-ped underpass will need to be studied to increase the safety for cyclists and pedestrians
crossing Route 1 at grade.

This letter provides the comments on the VDOT proposal from the Livability 22202 Route 1 working
group representing the 3 civic associations in 22202: Arlington Ridge, Aurora Highlands, and Crystal City.
As we describe in our June 27 press release, we find that the VDOT study is incomplete, recommends a
traffic pattern that VDOT admits reduces safety, does not follow standard process, and fails to address
many community concerns. If the County and VDOT proceed with this project without addressing our
concerns, our community will be further divided by a dangerous and wide road that prioritizes vehicular
travel along Route 1 over pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders, and drivers crossing Route 1. The
Associations have urged the Arlington County Board not to approve the study when submitted unless
these larger questions and concerns are addressed.

Safety
· A safety analysis in accordance with the Highway Safety Manual was

performed and the results are reflected in the assessment of the Measures
of Effectiveness—initially, the at-grade configuration shows increases in
predicted crashes for all modes of travel; however, after reducing traffic
volumes with a TDM strategy, the predicted crashes, in particular for
bike/ped, are slightly less than today’s condition.

· Proposed at-grade intersections in the project limits will include every
available safety feature that is appropriate to use.

· IAW Arlington’s recently adopted Vision Zero plan, the Phase 2 study will
include:

an engineering speed study to assess the feasibility of reducing the
travel speed to 25 mph
a study to identify a potential interim solution at the intersection of
Route 1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City
in the County’s Vision Zero plan and which would precede a final design
that is proposed by Arlington County

Process
· The purpose of the study is to evaluate configurations for an urban

boulevard and to develop sufficient information to make the best decision
for a future project on Route 1. Options other than the at-grade and
elevated configuration are not feasible.

· As was described in the third public information meeting, as many as 6 at-
grade options were considered. Three at-grade options were considered in
detail. These three options were compared to two separate grade-
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Our concerns about the VDOT project fall into these broad categories: Safety, study process, traffic,
urban design, and impact on our community.

1. Safety: Safety for all travelers along and across Route 1 is the number one VDOT project goal and
the number one goal for our community. Yet VDOT’s recommendation for a 7-lane and 6-lane at-
grade hybrid is more dangerous than current routes that pass under Route 1, especially for our
most vulnerable road users, including children attending a future school, as well as pedestrians
who are older, frail, or have disabilities or impairments. The VDOT study does not meet
Arlington’s Vision Zero or Master Transportation Plan guidelines nor meet research study
recommendations for speeds
≤25mph and ≤5 lanes. VDOT did no safety analysis, such as following the Highway Safety Manual.

2. Process: The VDOT proposal recommends an at-grade alternative to the Crystal City Sector Plan
(CCSP). Without community buy-in, a wholesale change in the Sector Plan is not acceptable. We
do not accept this change to the Plan. In addition, this study failed to follow a number of project
development procedures that would normally be followed for a project of this scale. Typically, we
would see alternatives generated, reduced to a number of feasible alternatives, and analysis
conducted to create a chosen alternative that best meets the purpose and need for the project.
Here, a CCSP alternative, the development community’s preferred alternative, and a no-build
were the only options evaluated. The Measures of Effectiveness (MoE) are not defined, data-
driven, or evidence-based, and the values assigned to each MoE in the comparison of proposals
appear to be somewhat arbitrary and incomplete. For instance, the $180 million estimated cost
for the at-grade proposal does not include costs for building the new transit center, relocating
bus routes, the TDM study and implementation, planning and building a bike-ped underpass, or
the probable costs of lives lost and property harmed by the dangerous at-grade intersections.

3. Traffic: VDOT predicts significant traffic diversion onto our side streets with the at-grade proposal
to reduce Route 1 traffic by 20-30% and mitigate traffic diversion, VDOT proposes a future Phase
2 “strategy development” for a “comprehensive and effective” TDM (Transportation Demand
Management) program. We need this comprehensive analysis of regional travel through the
corridor as well as transit capacity now, before the Route 1 plan is finalized.

4. Urban Design: The scope of the VDOT study is overly restrictive, both in considering urban road
designs and in addressing only a small section of Route 1 in isolation rather than taking a holistic
approach to the entire corridor to the City of Alexandria line. The study thus ignores significant
stretches of Route 1, Glebe Rd., and the proposal for the airport access road in the CCSP.
Likewise, the at-grade design makes no effort to ratchet down traffic entering the community,
instead including 7 lanes on 15th St—the same number currently on Route 1. The final study
recommendation does not support the proposed urban boulevard in the approved CCSP for 15th
Street and for 18th Street.

5. Impact on community: The VDOT at-grade proposal creates tremendous value for developers, by
opening up frontages along Route 1. However, besides future real estate tax revenue, this project
delivers no benefits or improvements to the community. Rather, removing the 18th and 15th

separated configurations in the form of the no-build option and the sector
plan option.

Traffic
· While some diversion of traffic is predicted with the recommended option

most of the percentage increases are not high, and may be reduced or
eliminated by TDM

· TDM is proposed for future at-grade condition because congestion would
worsen in the at-grade condition if traffic volumes are not reduced

· Transit operations will be further examined under Phase 2 including
relocation of the bus drop-offs currently under 18th Street

Urban Design
· The existing configuration of 23rd Street is a limiting factor on northbound

traffic in the morning in any scenario until Clark Street is relocated further
east. 15th Street is one of the key traffic concerns in the evening. They are
already in the scope

· Any state-funded project on Route 1 cannot address the issue of relocating
Clark Street to address some of the biggest issues with 23 rd Street

· The limits of the study were set by the proposed change in configuration
from an elevated highway to an at-grade or elevated urban boulevard. An
extension of the study to the airport access road and beyond is not
necessary to accomplish this change.

Impact on Community
· Transportation funding is limited, and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and Amazon.
Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the future
and may be performed by the state or by local government.

· Any resulting project would provide community improvements by
expanding the sidewalk network and providing the opportunity for another
active and vibrant street in Crystal City.

· No decision on how proceeds from the sale of public lands has been made.
The CCSP does envision redevelopment and a sizable proportion of the
existing right of way is owned by Arlington County and the land use is a
local decision.
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Street underpasses without providing adequate safety measures reduces community safety and
access across Route 1. Increasing traffic diversion on neighborhood streets affects quality of life
and safety as well.

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to get this right. Limiting the project to the current VDOT
recommendation is an epic fail. A project of this scale and impact requires a full consideration of options
as well as input from the community from the earliest stages of the project through its completion to
ensure community priorities are incorporated.

The Livability22202 Civic Associations urged Arlington County to take no action on this proposal until a
more holistic study is done that addresses these questions and issues.  We do not support the current
VDOT recommendation for a pair of dangerous at-grade intersections and their accompanying major
traffic diversions to our local streets. We still support our prior position as stated in our March 14 letter:
“From our perspective, there's no apparent full at-grade configuration that will provide both adequate
safety for east-west walking and biking and prevent excessive traffic from diverting onto parallel
streets….We recognize that the CCSP alternative in this study may not address other concerns about
aesthetics and development potential, and we reiterate our hope that a future study formally considers
a wider range of alternatives for a longer portion of this corridor, as a more holistic corridor plan may
better balance all of the competing needs. It is obvious however that should a decision be made to move
forward with the CCSP or at-grade options, we would want to engage in a fuller consideration of the
details.”

6/29/2021 Alex Wolfe

I am a resident of Arlington County and wanted to send my comments on the Route 1 study:

1. I think that the at-grade option with left turns only at 15th street is the best option.
2. There need to be separated bike lanes (protected, as has been constructed in Rosslyn at N. Wilson and
N. Pierce). From my understanding of the rendering, bike lanes will not be protected along higher speed
roads. This is unacceptable from a safety standpoint and would directly address your concerns farther
down in the presentation of pedestrian safety.
3. If you are so concerned about pedestrian safety, place traffic calming measures in the area. Lower the
speed limit, place speed bumps, decrease lane width.
4. I don't think that a pedestrian bridge creates a connected community. If anything, having an at-grade
Route 1 with only a bridge for pedestrians to cross Route 1 ruins the idea of making Route 1 more of an
urban street than a highway that bisects the area.

Thank you for your support of Option 3.

Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because they are
not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan. Bicycle facilities are planned for 15th and
18th Streets as they cross Route 1.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering
the speed limit on Route 1. Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian
intervals are items that will be recommended for further detailing in a future
project.

Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.
More community feedback will be requested during that process. Please
participate in that process as well.

7/2/2021 Matt Schmidt
I, Matt Schmidt am committed to building a National Landing that puts cars before people. I object
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new road should not limit a major thoroughfare roadway that connects to other communities and cities.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
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. Future improvements should include automated traffic flow, better traffic management and physically
protected intersections, all of which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and
reinforce connectivity, this reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings
throughout the corridor, including 20th and 23rd Street. Route 1 does not divide our community since
the Potomac is alongside most of it .]

comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

7/3/2021 Nikita Fedorov

I, Nikita Fedorov am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design
that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23th Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/5/2021 Andrea Walker

Hello, I'm at loss to understand VDOT's insistence for making Rte 1 at-grade at S. 15th and 18th Streets. I
attended the June 16 meeting virtually and heard the presentation and public comment. While I
understand JGB Smith and the Crystal City BID are proponents (I expect because "at-grade" provides
more "developable" land), I don't understand VDOT's intransigence. I thought the speaker who noted
the impossibility of school age kids regularly crossing rte 1 to attend a Crystal City public school made a
good point. I know, as leader of our 55+ walking group, I would have the same reaction to crossing Rte 1
at 18th on our way to Crystal City Metro. Removing the overpasses and thus turning S 15th and 18
Streets into scary S. 23rd St intersections makes no sense. Moreover, the proposal flies in the face of
Arlington County's Vision Zero policy and creates a demarcation of zip 22202 into separate
neighborhoods. I remember well how Rte 50/Arlington Blvd divided Arlington Forest (my former
residence in 22204) from our neighbors across the Blvd. Please NO at-grade at 15th and 18th Streets.

23rd Street at Route 1 is a very complicated signal due to the proximity of Clark
Street to Route 1. The signals at 15th and 18th Streets will be far simpler, easier to
understand and does not involve essentially crossing 2 intersections at the same
time. Proposed at-grade 15th and 18th Streets are not comparable to 23rd Street in
any way.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.
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7/6/2021 M. Fiero

I wanted to leave feedback about the proposed plans regarding US 1 from I-395 to the
Arlington/Alexandria border. I would be in opposition to this plan, and the amount required for it. In
VDOTs own paperwork it mentions how this plan would be a failure, and it is unrealistic to even think as
the region’s population grows, US 1 the main truck route, and major route for commuters/people to
DCA, would have less people travelling it in the future. Metro is not able to accommodate more people
due to poor design choices/tunnel constraints, the VRE/Amtrak will not be able to accommodate more
till the Long Bridge project (among others) is finished as well. The GW Parkway, and its poor design,
would be unable to accommodate any more traffic. Plus, trucks cannot take the GW Parkway, something
the project does not seem to address or mention. This project also fails to fix I-395, and its interchange
with the GW Parkway (Exit 10B-10C), a major cause for congestion for the region.

I would like time to discuss this plan with you if possible and suggest some alternatives. If reducing traffic
on US 1 is the idea, a major expansion and renovation of the GW Parkway from 395 to the Capital
Beltway in Alexandria would be required, as would be convincing the NPS to do this and allow truck
traffic on it.

As laid out in the report, the Commonwealth of Virginia is making significant
transit investments in the National Landing area. Some of these investments are
still in process but should be in place in the next 10 years. The schedule for the
Route 1 improvements in still uncertain and there may be some synergy between
the completion of different projects and the need for TDM’s to be in place.

7/6/2021 Richard Forno

This is a strong comment in opposition to bringing Route 1 to ground level in 22202. Route 1 is a major
commuter corridor for Northern Virginia and thinking it will also be a lovely venue for pedestrians and
walking retail activity is a fantasy. Nobody will feel safe walking or dining alongside multiple lanes of cars
and trucks moving in/out of DC every day regardless of speed limit -- the smog and noise pollution alone
will make that prospect unattractive for pedestrians and residents. As pertains to Crystal City itself,
bringing Route 1 to ground level and the various new intersections between 12th and 23rd Streets will
bring in many more cars into Crystal City -- which already has horrid traffic problems with commuters
and delivery trucks parked everywhere. Although not a commuter myself, the proposed 30mph speed
limit for Route 1 represents an anti-commuter approach likely intended to force drivers into using other,
higher-speed roads for their daily drive, and thus implies Route 1's proposed transformation is less about
creating a 'pedestrian-friendly boulevard' and more about reflecting what I believe is Arlington's growing
'anti-car' philosophy. More specifically, the various existing Route 1 overpasses allow safe pedestrian
and bike passage along local Crystal City streets for those heading to/from Crystal City and Pentagon
City. However, in particular, the proposed Route 1 intersection at 12th Street will make this traffic
concern even worse when considered alongside the proposed 'short cut' road that seeks to connect 12th
Street and the circle by North Tract Lofts and the Boeing HQ --- which is to be built directly across from
the only exit to the Crystal Gateway parking garage on 12th Street. None of this will help pedestrian,
biker, or driver safety on 12th Street which is already problematic during most business hours. While it
may not provide 100% seamless linkage between Crystal City and Pentagon City in the eyes of urban
planners' cheery tree-lined vision for the area, making improvements alongside the Route 1widening
project (improving existing crosswalks, perhaps adding a pedestrian bridge, etc.) can strike an effective
balance between the needs of commuters, local workers, local residents, and those who regularly transit
between areas in 22202. There is no need to bring Route 1 to ground level and inundate Crystal City with
more vehicle traffic. I have lived and worked in the concrete jungle of Crystal City since 2000 and before

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

No changes are being proposed to 12th Street in any of these concepts. 12th
Street is referenced as the upper limit of the project because improvements would
need to start just south of the 12th Street bridge.
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that, in Pentagon City. Our area's streets are already packed with people and vehicles which has only
gotten worse given all the rental construction in recent years; adding more traffic into the local streets
by bringing Route 1 to ground level and bringing more traffic into Crystal Drive by lowering Route 1 to
ground level does nothing to improve the safety of pedestrians, bikers, or drivers within the Crystal City
environment. I urge reconsideration of this project.

7/6/2021 Anna Stapor

I, Anna Stapor, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/7/2021 Heather
Do not continue to push cars, pedestrians, bikes, and all other manner of traffic together into the same
space. The BID wants to improve business, not pedestrian safety. NO ONE in Crystal City supports this.
NO ONE wants this.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade that would separate different
travel modes.
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7/7/2021 Greg Prather

Providing feedback/public comment. Frankly, spending over $100 million of taxpayer dollars on a project
(namely bringing route 1 down to grade and creating an “urban boulevard” on a major highway) when
VDOT’s own study says it will reduce pedestrian safety and make traffic worse is a waste of funds-
taxpayer and otherwise- and detrimental to the area. If it either improved safety or improved traffic it
might make sense, but it doesn’t as admitted by VDOT. The current elevated portion of route 1 provides
a safe from cars walkway underneath for pedestrians to walk under from Crystal City (CC) to Pentagon
City (PC) without having to wait on a long light and without risking being hit by a route 1 vehicle; there is
no reason to spend millions of dollars removing. I’m not saying elevate all of route 1, but leave the
elevated section elevated and the at grade section at grade. The portions that are at grade could be
provided with a few elevated pedestrian bridges to provide safer crossings which don’t require waiting
at a long light, could include escalators and elevators- and that could be built for much less than the
$100+ proposal. The only “benefit” of the suggested plan is boosting property values of the developers
in CC/PC, and so there is no case to be made for spending that many tax dollars on making the road both
less safe for pedestrians and worse for vehicular traffic. As an Arlington resident, I view this as a waste of
funds. As a Virginian resident, I view this as a waste of funds, and since $15 million could be spent to
revamp the road while maintaining the elevated portion, without making pedestrian safety worse or
vehicular traffic worse, I’m also opposed to the proposed project even though Virginia funds would
reduce the burden on me as an Arlington tax paying resident. If JB Smith wants to pony up the entire
$100+ to reconfigure the roads, that might be one thing, but even then, it would still hurt the area, but
at least not the taxpayer’s pocketbook. If they/we want to make the area more walkable, they/we
should spend a fraction of the proposed price tag on more police in the area to put a stop to the
carjackings and muggings. I’ve started largely avoiding the area, including Pentagon City mall, despite the
mall’s plentiful parking, because of the crime. Whether I have to cross route 1 at grade or below grade or
on a bridge, I’m going to avoid the area until after the crime reputation of the area is fixed. Making route
1 less conducive to drivers will result in more traffic on side streets driving around route 1 but having to
get back on to cross the 14th street bridge, and thus will result in more pollution and more noise in the
area- not less- by causing cars to spend more time idling in traffic and crawling thru both on route 1 and
on the side streets. I’m all for walkable neighborhoods, but route 1 is the next most major north-south
road after I-395 and the only other one besides I-395 and the GW parkway (the latter of which is limited
in capacity by running as a street thru old town, and which ultimately merged with route 1 to the south).
Route 1 runs from Maine to Florida and for better or worse thru Arlington and Alexandria. Trying to turn
it into a “tree lined urban boulevard” and think that will fundamentally change the area is putting lipstick
on a pig. Yes, we need walkable areas, but we also need highways, and route 1 happens to be a major
highway. By all means, make the areas East and West of route 1 walkable, which starts with keeping the
traffic on route 1 flowing on route 1 so as not to force drivers onto the side streets. You can have two
nice walkable areas East and West respectively of route 1, or, if the proposed plan is adopted, ruin the
walkability of both CC and PC (and maybe even PY Potomac Yards) by adopting “traffic calming”
measures on a major road thus causing the entire area to be gridlock during rush hour, rather than just
one major road being full of cars. As far as concrete, ACTIONABLE alternatives, I suggest

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade that would separate different
travel modes.

GW Parkway connections and Potomac River crossings are regional concerns that
are far beyond the scope of this project.
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1- first, KEEP the ELEVATED PORTION ELEVATED. Improve the underpasses thru lighting, security
cameras, public art, and more policing to make it safe.

2- a few visually interesting PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES going over the at grade portion of route 1. Could
include escalators and elevators to encourage use and make ADA compliant. Could even have a
roof to shield from rain/sun, and maybe even moving sidewalk to move pedestrians faster- which
would encourage more walking.

3- while traffic along route 1 often sucks and is largely unavoidable since people have to transit the
area to/from DC for the workday, local traffic is often not too bad EXCEPT when having to get
around/across route 1. Of course, ideally - if cost weren’t a factor- burying route 1 in a Big Dig
style design would be great for both drivers and pedestrians and local surface street drivers, but
that’s just too expensive and the construction would be too disruptive for too long. Since that’s
not a realistic option, I propose building a few UNDERPASSES under route 1 connecting local
surface vehicular traffic needing to cross from East to West and Vice versa, without adding to the
traffic congestion of route 1. The intersections of route 1 with S Glebe rd, 18th st, and maybe
15th St would be good spots. I suppose an even more ambitious plan would call for having a few
of the left turn lanes go below ground and pass under route 1 before ascending back to grade on
the local streets. Of course, possible flooding of underpasses would have to be carefully
considered.

4- I’m sure this is beyond the scope of what is currently under consideration, but I’ve long found it
ridiculous that 395 - an interstate, and route 1 - a non-interstate highway, and to some extend
the GW Parkway share the same bridge (14th St) across the Potomac into DC. Route 1 should
have its own bridge (or tunnel) crossing the Potomac which doesn’t involve merging onto 395.

Another vehicle connection between route 1 and the GW Parkway in addition to Airport Access Road
and Slaters Lane could be useful, one which doesn’t involve having to drive around DCA (thus making
traffic bad when the airport is backed up, and Vice versa making traffic bad at the airport when the
parkway or route 1 is backed up)

7/8/2021 Chris Benson

I, Chris Benson, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
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· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim
improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Katy Benson

5- I, Katy Benson, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I
support VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower
boulevard. This new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of
pedestrians, bikers and other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated
traffic enforcement, lower speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically
protected intersections, all of which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety
and reinforce connectivity, this reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian
crossings throughout the corridor, including 20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long
Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up to its potential. In signing the below, I’m
urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway with an at-grade design that
emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and visit National
Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Victoria Brown

I, Victoria Brown, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/7/2021 Maritza Castro

I, Maritza Castro, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and
the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan
develops.

· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Vera Chernova

I, Vera Chernova am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Courtney Cohen

I, Courtney Cohen, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.
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7/8/2021 Lisa Curtin

I, Lisa Curtin, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 David Danjczek I see no reason to change the current routing situation between Crystal City and Pentagon City. Let’s
spend money on things that matter

The current configuration has some advantages; however, the project is trying to
balance all modes of travel through the corridor including pedestrians, bicycles,
transit, and automobiles while creating an urban boulevard.

7/8/2021 Dina-
MariaDeringer

I, Dina-Maria Deringer, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I
support VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard.
This new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers,
and other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/7/2021 Andrew
Dolinsky

I, Andrew Dolinsky, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
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speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and
the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan
develops.

· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/7/2021 Doriann Geller

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the decision regarding Route 1. While I am in favor of
improvements to Route 1 and a huge proponent of public transportation, and I understand the
Commonwealth’s commitment “to Amazon is to improve safety, accessibility, and the pedestrian
experience crossing Route 1,” I am opposed to the proposal being put forward and that VDOT is
prepared to approve. Your Executive Summary states that the survey “aims to provide sufficient
information to make the best decision.” Now is your chance. Stop this project to bring Route 1 to at-
grade. The goal of this study was to improve multimodal safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, micro-mobility
modes, transit, and vehicles along and across Route 1. The results show that this goal is not met. Since I
have lived here, (starting in 2004) “improvements” have been made to the street network in Crystal City.
Ill-conceived and poorly executed, we are left with a patchwork of lane changes and generally
inconvenient travel, especially the length of Crystal Drive from 33rd Street to 15th Street. The rapid bus
lanes continue to back up traffic, and the lack of cut-ins for commuter buses on Crystal Drive continues
to affect the smooth travel of bicycles. In short, Crystal Drive hardly an example of good traffic design. 1.
VDOT admits that the current design, which includes at grade crossings, will actually increase the
number of accidents, both vehicular and pedestrian, by your own estimation (see chart). Why would you
approve such a plan when it goes against the goal of the study? 2. Route 1 is packed with commuters in
the morning and in the afternoon. These drivers are not coming into Crystal City but rather traveling
from points north to points south. They are not going to be converts to public transportation when
public transportation does not conveniently take them where they want to go from their homes in the
suburbs. Lowering Route 1 to at-grade will only cause more traffic back-ups as more controlled
intersections will slow the flow of traffic. This hardly makes transit “more effective” in terms of reliability
and convenience. 2 3. Thousands more people will be living in Crystal City. Even if they work here, they
will still need to go places and get deliveries. More service vehicles will be required to come into and out
of Crystal City to make deliveries for all the new restaurants, shops, and residences. These will add to the
number of vehicles; a decrease in traffic is simply not a realistic goal. As one of the presenters said, you
are “hoping” that this plan will take cars off the road. 4. If VDOT is expecting to implement a Traffic
Demand Strategy, why are there no Bus Rapid Transit lanes planned for Route 1? That is where bus rapid
transit should have been planned, not on Crystal Drive, which was designed as a residential street. 5.
This project will cost millions. While a more efficient and attractive Route 1 is an admirable goal, it seems

1. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing
at grade.

2. A TDM strategy will look at origin and destination data and allow us to
target people coming to and leaving the area to shift them to other forms
of transportation that could serve them just as well as a car.

3. TDM strategies are effectively used in many different situations an can shift
peoples travel habits; however, the details of the proposed plan still need
to be investigated.

4. The Metroway already exists on Crystal Drive and there are no plans to
relocate it.

5. The TDM Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes
and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets.  This should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists.
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that a survey to determine perceived safety issues is being used to advance the idea of more retail
opportunities, to the benefit of JBG Smith. I am favor of making Route 1 a pleasant drive into and out of
Washington DC, and, certainly, improvements need to be made. This plan, however, that increases
vehicle and pedestrian accidents; negatively impacts traffic effectiveness; costs more than a
modification; includes no bus rapid transit and relies on a proposed (but not realistically expected)
reduction in traffic; will increase traffic on side streets and increase traffic by a potential 74% on Crystal
Drive; and costs millions must not go forward. I strongly urge VDOT to return to the drawing board and,
with community input (not just JBG Smith and the National Landing BID) come up with a more
acceptable alternative. Thank you for your consideration.

7/8/2021 John Gould

I, John Gould am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.
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7/8/2021 Mike Imbesi

I, Mike Imbesi, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Taylor Lawtch

I, Taylor Lawch am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/7/2021 Robert Mandle

I, Robert Mandle, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
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reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and
the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan
develops.

· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Trisha Nguyen

I, [Trisha Nguyen] am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Jennifer Presser

I, Jennifer Presser, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.
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7/8/2021 Robert Puentes

I, Robert Puentes, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Margaret and
Geoff Rhodes

We, Margaret and Geoff Rhodes, are committed to building a National Landing that puts people before
cars. We support VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower
boulevard. This new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of
pedestrians, bikers and other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic
enforcement, lower speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected
intersections, all of which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce
connectivity, this reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the
corridor, including 20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our
community and not lived up to its potential. In signing the below, we are urging VDOT and Arlington
County to reimagine the roadway with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for
the benefit of all who live, work and visit National Landing. Thank you.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Sherry Ruffing

I, Sherry Ruffing, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
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· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim
improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Marta Schantz

My name is Marta Schantz and I am an Alexandria resident who lived in Arlington (formerly Crystal City)
from 2010-2015. I fully support VDOT's proposal to reimagine Rt 1 in National Landing from an elevated
highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. Not only would it help National Landing having more of a
people-forward feel, it would also make the neighborhood more vibrant with opportunities for walking,
biking, and navigating the area in a much safer way. Rt 1 has been a huge detriment to the potential of
National Landing, and I would love to see the at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility
for the benefit of all who live, work, and visit the area.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

7/8/2021 Robert Sidman

Your updated plan to bring Route 1 down to grade is incomplete and, as proposed, will not accomplish
the goals it is set out to achieve. It seems as though you did not remedy many of the concerns raised in
response to prior iterations of the proposal. Most notably, the impact of the changes on pedestrians and
bikers. In the current proposal, most of the important decisions on how to address pedestrian and bike
concerns have not been addressed, and in fact were specifically punted to be addressed later. Kicking
the can down the road is not a way to solve these problems. Those stakeholders are an integral part of
the picture and their needs should be addressed in detail before a decision is made. In this dense urban
area, pedestrians and bikes should not be treated as an afterthought. Here, it strongly appears as though
a solution was decided prior to reviewing and considering all aspects of the problems. Making general
statements that overpasses or tunnels for pedestrians is also not helpful. As I am sure you are aware, the
tunnel under 23rd street was recently removed because it was not being used as intended. Similarly,
pedestrian overpasses impose additional burdens on pedestrians that are insurmountable in many
instances. Even the Department of Transportation-Federal Highway Administration says they should only
be constructed as a last resort because studies show that they are not used. See
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferjourney1/library/countermeasures/07.htm One of the only concrete
proposals to address pedestrian safety is to bring the speed limit down to 25 mph. But even that is a
hollow promise. Route 1 through Alexandria has a 25 mph speed limit and in the 17 years I have lived
here, I have almost never seen cars going anywhere close to that speed limit. If you are looking at Route
1 through Potomac Yard in Alexandria as a model, it is a failed one, and should be reevaluated. Given
this, it is clear that pedestrians and bikers will be worse off than they are currently under the proposal.
Additionally, the cars will be worse off as this will slow down traffic. Finally, the surrounding
neighborhoods will be worse off as additional traffic will be diverted onto side streets with the traffic
congestion on route 1. This is a lose-lose-lose proposal. Who are you counting as winners here? There
are 2 approaches that make sense. The first is the status quo. The second is to bury the highway as was
done with the big dig in Boston but on much smaller scale. The latter is my favored approach and, from a

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included
in the study because they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan. Landscaping
could be included along the roadway because that is called for the Crystal City
Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering
the speed limit on Route 1.

Tunneling Route 1 below grade is not feasible in the study area due the location of
the Crystal City Underground tunnel to the Crystal Gateway Marriott and the
Metro Blue/Yellow line tunnel below 18th Street.
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long-term perspective will provide Virginia with the most "bang for its buck" as a true "multimodal"
approach. Why won't you even consider it?

7/8/2021 Nancy Taubkin

I, Nancy Taubkin am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Ritch Viola

I, Ritch Viola, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard
however, this new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians,
bicyclists and other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic
enforcement, lower speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected
intersections, all of which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce
connectivity, this reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the
corridor, including 20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our
community and not lived up to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County
to reimagine the roadway with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the
benefit of all who live, work and visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.
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7/8/2021 Juliette Wohlrab

I, Juliette Wohlrab am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/8/2021 Emily Brown
Wolfert

Please do not remove the underpasses on Route 1 to make the crossings at grade. It would not help any
users navigate the area more safely and would make crossing the street far more hazardous to
pedestrians than the existing underpasses. This is obvious to anyone who has spent any amount of time
navigating Crystal City and Pentagon City on foot. When I lived in Crystal City I would deliberately plan
my route to avoid crossing Route 1 at grade and use an underpass instead. If you are looking to make
improvements, clean up the underpasses and add better lighting to make the experience more pleasant.
That would be a much cheaper and more logical solution.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

7/7/2021 Brian Wright

I, Brian Wright am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/7/2021 George Yurek

I, George Yurek, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
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speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and
the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan
develops.

· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/9/2021 Barbra Byington

I oppose the "reimagined Route 1" being touted as "people before cars" by National Landing.org. I think
improvements to the existing road and pedestrian crossings should be sufficient and would be the most
cost effective. Alternatively, I would support a scaled down (less expensive) version of the Sector Plan as
it appears vastly superior (by VDOT's own metrics in many categories) to the "at grade" even if more
expensive. The costs for the "at grade" proposal seem underestimated since they don't include the
Travel Demand Management study or pedestrian overpasses (or underpasses). I drive through Crystal
City on an almost daily basis to/from Alexandria and believe the proposal to lower the roadway to "at
grade" would create more problems with traffic and pedestrian safety (and this is confirmed by VDOT's
own presentation). I have relatives who live in Crystal City and they prefer walking on the streets that
cross below Route 1 (15th and 18th) versus trying to cross "at grade" like at 23rd Street. The existing
underpasses could be improved and/or new pedestrian overpasses could be built at intersections such
as 23rd Street for much less cost and disruption. Route 1 is a major auto commuter thoroughfare and
that is not going to change. The TDM strategy seems completely unrealistic. People are not ready to give
up their cars (and many people are not able to give up their cars - asking people to walk or bike is
"ableist" as well). I don't believe that traffic could be reduced sufficiently to avoid making the at grade
proposal a nightmare with horrendous rush hour traffic. The presentation did not even seem to consider
the impact on a.m. rush hour northbound from Alexandria, which, pre-Covid, came to multiple long
standstills on most days. The GW Parkway is not a viable alternative as it is already congested, runs
through National Park lands and trucks are not allowed. Similarly, Arlington Ridge Road runs through a
neighborhood and is already quite busy, especially during rush hour. This whole idea just seems poorly
thought out and terrible to implement and I can't understand why VDOT would endorse when there are
so many negatives and neighborhood civic associations are vehemently opposed. Please reconsider and
come up with new improved options that reflect what the residents want and attempt to realistically
estimate what the impact will be on your neighbors (Alexandria).

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

Much of the backup with northbound morning traffic is a result of the Clark Street
being located too close to Route 1 at 23rd Street. Until Clark Street is relocated
with development, the 23rd Street will continue to meter northbound Route 1
traffic. This issue really has little to do with at-grade versus elevated concepts at
15th and 18th Streets.
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7/9/2021 John Corbin

I, John Corbin am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/9/2021 Harry Deringer

I, Harry Deringer am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/9/2021 Freddie Lutz

My name is Freddie Lutz, and I am the owner of Freddie’s Beach Bar and Restaurant in Crystal City,
Arlington, Virginia. I am writing in support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT)
preferred concept that converts Route 1 from an elevated highway into a narrower, slower, and safer
urban boulevard presented at the Third Public Workshop on the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on
Wednesday, June 16th. This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more
walkable, urban downtown. However, the concept should go further to address community concerns
and ensure the new facility achieves the intended goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and
connectivity. First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border.
Implementing a consistent, urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear
message to drivers to drive cautiously. Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· The focus of this study is 15th and 18th Streets. No expansion of the study

area is required to evaluate these intersections.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
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existing at-grade intersections that the community has identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the
intersections at 20thand 23rd Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the
future 18th and 15th Street intersections. Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and
deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach.
Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and Montgomery County
have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel lanes and max
speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-sensitive
standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels. Thirdly, Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and
micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be
achieved through the incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class
2 physically protected intersections where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These
east/west connections are most critical at 18thand 15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at
23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity. Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work
together to incorporate creative operational approaches to improving safety along the corridor.
Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while
providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the
community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce speeds
and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Route 1 has long
divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County to
continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the
above suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a
safer and more connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but
especially for our most vulnerable roadway users.

· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan
develops.

· Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study because
they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan.

· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

7/9/2021 Melissa
Hagemann

As a citizen of Alexandria, I am very much opposed to the current proposal of converting Route 1 from
an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This would seem the exact opposite of what is
needed and would be incredibly dangerous for pedestrians. The current proposal is opposed by many
civic associations, including the Arlington Ridge, Aurora Highlands, and Crystal City civic associations.
Instead, I suppose the livability22202 proposal which has been put forward by these same civic
associations after years of input from residents in the area, instead of a marketing campaign led by new
businesses in the neighborhood. Route 1 is used by those in Alexandria commuting to DC. By slowing the
traffic, this would just compound problems. Please listen to the citizens who have spoken through their
civic associations, and not the marketing departments of new businesses in the neighborhood.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.
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7/9/2021 Steve Perry

My name is Steve Perry, I have worked and lived in Arlington and the Crystal City area for over 40 years. I
was so happy when they elevated Rt 1 at 15th and 18th street! Now I hear you want to bring it back to
street level! Why? On August 8th, 2008 my wife was hit by a speeding cab on 12th St. She required 5
brain surgeries over the course of several years. She has suffered greatly all because of a poorly designed
road at 12th St and route 1 along with a Speeding taxicab taking a short cut through Crystal City! I am
very fortunate she is still alive! I am 100 percent against your proposed plans which will make the street
more dangerous for cars and People! We all lose along with paying for such a bad idea! We ate the
expense of all her surgeries and really VDOT should have paid for it in all honesty! I have no plans to let
you screw up our area more with more side street traffic and more deaths of pedestrians in our area! I
will support burying it but not the current plans in any way shape or form! Thanks for your time and
consideration.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent
streets. This strategy should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

Tunneling Route 1 below grade is not feasible in the study area due the location of
the Crystal City Underground tunnel to the Crystal Gateway Marriott and the
Metro Blue/Yellow line tunnel below 18th Street.

7/9/2021 Joanna Pritchett

I, Joanna Pritchett, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should, be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.
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7/9/2021 Laurie Young

Thank you for creating this multi-modal study. I live in Del Ray, and I must drive the 6.5 miles up Rt. 1
through Crystal City to my job in D.C. The bus, and metro take 90 minutes for this trip. I live close
because 3 hours of commuting a day is not doable. Rt.1 is a National Highway, not a community, and
should be treated as such. I believe VDOT should better enable traffic flow as well as other safe solutions
for pedestrians who wish to cross to the other side (bridges, tunnels).

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists.

7/10/2021 Natasha Atkins

Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on VDOT's proposed plan to bring Route 1 down to grade. As
an avid pedestrian and cyclist, I am opposed to the proposal as is. I believe the crossings at 15th and
18th will be considerably less safe, and the extra hassle and delay will also discourage bike commuting
by people living west of Route 1. I have also watched elderly people and people with strollers or
wheelchairs crossing considerably smaller streets with slower traffic, such as South Hayes, and I can't
imagine venturing out on 15th or 18th trying to make it across to a safe haven and then waiting for
another light cycle to make it to the other side. I have followed this process carefully and want to say
that I endorse the position by the three civic associations that compose Livability22202.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 will also include investigation the feasibility
of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an
alternative to crossing at grade.

The intention for 15th and 18th Streets is to create a single stage crossing. This
means that the light will allow people to cross all of Route 1 at once. For those
who are slower or arrive at the signal late and can’t make it all the way across,
there will be a pedestrian refuge for to wait to cross the remaining travel lanes.

7/10/2021 Dana Bres

Dear Mr. Reinhard, Provided below are my comments regarding the VDOT proposal to drop Route 1 to
grade in a small portion of Route 1 in Arlington. For a host of reasons, this proposal is incomplete. It
seems to have been framed to result in a recommendation to eliminate two overpasses with no real
examination of alternatives, both modest and bold. The constraints on the study are disturbing as this is
a once in a generation opportunity to materially improve Route 1 and the transportation system in zip
code 22202. Unlike other plans which have been developed (such as the Crystal City Sector Plan) with
great input from all stakeholders, this study began with a limited scope. As a result, it would be
premature to seek a decision before addressing the issues discussed here. While I am offering these
comments based on my engagement in the VDOT process as the representative of the Arlington Bicycle
Advisory Committee, these comments have not been reviewed or approved by the BAC and therefore
shouldn’t be considered to be the BAC position. Please note that these comments are provided in no
particular order. Although one of the intents of this study was to unify the neighborhoods on both side
of Route 1, this project will actually exacerbate that divide. The study isn’t proposing any additional east-
west connections across Route 1, so the east-west porosity of Route 1 won’t change. In fact, because
crossing Route 1 will be more difficult the proposed strategy is likely to strengthen the divide. If
approved and constructed, the additional development along the two sides of the roadway will create
different structural barriers. It is disturbing that the scope of this study didn’t address Route 1 in
Arlington holistically. Instead, ignoring everything south of 20th Street merely defers the consideration
of Route 1 needs for at least a generation and will result in any benefits from the northern portion being
only temporary. That the entirety of Route 1 is being ignored suggests both a lack of vision (or
expediency) in scoping the project as well as a failure to engage the interested parties in developing the
scope. The fact that the study scope was not subject to community input placed the validity of the

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an
elevated highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was
discussed during negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension
of the study to the airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish
this study.
Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering
the speed limit on Route 1.

Every appropriate traffic calming measure will be implemented to slow traffic prior
to the 15th Street intersection. A curve has already been introduced into the
design. Rumble strips, speed feedback signs, and the signal itself will all have a
calming effect. In addition, the character of the street will be different in the
future.

The study has found that a consistent approach is feasible and has recommended
an at-grade option with both 15th Street and 18th Street intersections are at-
grade pending the outcome of Phase 2 of the study.

Phase 2 will also include investigating the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.
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subsequent study at risk. The more appropriate charge to VDOT would have been, “How can Route 1 in
Arlington be improved to provide greater business and community benefits.” This part of Arlington has
roadway alignments that would not likely be selected if the areas inside zip code 22202 were being
envisioned today. The historic alignments of the earlier uses of Eads (for a trolley instead of motor
vehicles) do not serve the community particularly well. As a result of the development processes that got
Arlington to this point, we would be remiss in not considering the impacts of our decisions to only those
streets immediately adjacent to the proposed project. For example, what will be the choices of the
motorists travelling north on Rt 1 as they approach the Arlington line. Will they turn off onto Potomac
Ave and Crystal Drive or somehow end up in the neighborhoods to the west? What will Arlington need
to do to proactively address those additional stressors on the other street networks? 2 The study failed
to consider a wide range of options, instead looking at only three – the do-nothing alternative, lowering
Route 1 to grade, and the Crystal City Sector Plan elevated roadway with interior ramps. This
abbreviated identification of alternatives compromised the study and eliminated the potential study
(and subsequent construction) will actually achieve the project goals and satisfy the study objectives.
While the drafts and earlier presentations have discussed the impact of through traffic, this study did not
appear to approach the consideration of that through traffic holistically. For motorists who choose to
drive along Route 1 through Arlington, that decision should be considered in light of the logical
alternatives to Route 1 – I-395 and the GWMP. When the traffic conditions are altered on Rt 1, motorists
will consider those parallel routes. As the signal timing for the new intersections will need to
accommodate both the existing traffic and the added requirement for safe pedestrian and cyclist
crossings, it would be reasonable to conduct a test of the altered timing at 20th Street. VDOT and
Arlington County should change the signal timing now to simulate the additional crossings and observe
the impacts on thru traffic. The VDOT reticence on lowering the speed limit seems to be ill-considered.
Currently, the posted speed limit on Route 1 is 45 mph (or 55 mph) for southbound traffic almost to
18th. That is because the first regulatory speed sign is located just north of 18th Street, so motorists
would likely rely on the posted 45 mph speed on SR 110 or posted 55 mph limit on I-395. If there is
concern about queuing from a slower speed limit on Route 1, this should be modeled. Additionally, the
VDOT study didn’t seem to address how speed limits would be enforced, possibly through the inclusion
of locations where safe enforcement might be conducted. The efficacy and impacts of changing the
speed limits (to lower than 30 mph) should be tested now with the installation of regulatory signs which
actually define the speed limits at the point where they begin on Route 1. Speed characterization studies
might be conducted to see the effect on motorists when the correct speed limit locations are posted.
The suggestion that retail stores will operate along Route 1 merits critical reflection. Because such
development is presented as one of the justifications for this project, access to the retail facilities must
be described and studied, this should include impacts to Route 1 traffic, pick up and drop off (PUDO),
and the impacts to traffic on parallel roads. The parallel roads will likely experience significant addition
traffic as the VDOT study has been silent on direct Route 1 access. This should be considered in both the
discussions and models. The elevated roadway should be considered independently of the desire to
create an “urban boulevard”. Motorists driving on the currently elevated Route 1 likely don’t see
themselves on an elevated roadway and are not inconvenienced by the roadway slopes that were

As part of the comprehensive TDM strategy in Phase 2 of the study, the project
team will investigate origin and destination data to help identify targeted TDM
strategies. This will be critical to the successful implementation in this area.

Land use is the responsibility of the localities. Arlington County would need to
address breaking up any superblocks.
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created during the construction of the 12th, 15th, and 18th Street overpasses. The buildings that occupy
the space over Clark/Bell between 15th and 18th show how development and roadways can use the
same space (through some transfer of the air-rights over roadways). If that approach was extended to
Route 1, there might be buildings with hotels and shops that have street frontage on two separate
building elevations. Such an approach might preserve the safe crossings for people that walk and cycle at
15th and 18th Streets while achieving the urban boulevard potential. Maintaining the existing
underpasses may present opportunities for some “high-line” linear park with views along the Route 1
roadway over 15th and 18th Streets. Strategies to mitigate the loss of the safe Route 1 crossing locations
for people walking and cycling at 15th and 18th Streets merit additional consideration before
development decisions are made. The VDOT study added the potential for bridges or tunnels permitting
pedestrians and cyclists to safely 3 cross Route 1 (essentially what exists now at 18th Street). The
concept of a tunnel is complicated by the proximity of the WMATA metro tunnels along 18th Street
although the existing terrain may support it around 20th Street. A pedestrian overpass would impact
both the development concepts as well as the streetscape. Because any Route 1 overpass would have to
be constructed to span the traffic below, it would be large. A comparable crossing might be observed
with the Route 50 ramp at Seven Corners which has two, 300-foot-long ramps for a 150-foot-long bridge
(total of about 750 feet). For pedestrians with limited mobility, this might prove a burden and might
ultimately result in pedestrians choosing to cross at-grade, minimizing the value of such an overpass.
Without including detailed discussion on the concept and the location, merely including an overpass as a
mitigation option only serves as a distraction. Given the sequencing of this project (meaning the
consideration of the roadway is well ahead of the identified mitigation strategies), the report should
state that it is draft and non-actionable until detailed discussions of TDM and bridges/tunnels for people
who walk or bicycle. Given the alternative of a 750-foot walk to cross a 150-foot-wide roadway, many
pedestrians are likely to risk crossing at grade. Having the motor vehicle travel up a grade would be best
for all roadway users. Again, such a concept might be examined as part of a broad concept brainstorming
to identify promising ideas. While the concept presented by development advocates has been to convert
Route 1 to an “urban boulevard”, there has been little development of concepts to actually understand
what that would entail. Urban boulevards include numerous cross streets as well as the streetside
amenities highlighted by the advocates. They also seem to be destinations rather than thoroughfares. ·
Unlike Michigan Ave in Chicago (which had been posited as an example of an urban boulevard), the
superblocks that are along Route 1 in Arlington have far fewer intersections. That reduces the traffic
calming provided by short blocks and traffic signals and reduces the locations where people walking and
cycling can safely cross. For example, along Michigan Avenue (similar roadways in the District of
Columbia that have been advanced as exemplars have the rectilinear layout and short blocks as well)
north of the Chicago River to Lake Shore Drive, there are 14 blocks in about 4,100 feet. Along the south
portion of Michigan Avenue from the river to Roosevelt, there are 16 blocks in about 7,600 feet.
Contrast that with Route 1 in Arlington, where in the 3,700 feet between 23rd Street and the SR 110 – I-
395 split there are only four blocks. It isn’t better south of 23rd where the 4,500 feet to Four Mile Run
only has three blocks. Such distances create a dilemma, where the motorists are provided the
opportunity to drive quickly and there are few reasons they would need to slow down. Placing at grade
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crosswalks along Route 1 might actually place people walking and cycling in the unenviable role of traffic
calming devices. · Without consideration of the implementation of Transportation Demand Management
and other strategies to reduce the through traffic on Route 1, a significant amount of the traffic will
merely use Route 1 as a thoroughfare and not as a destination. While the concept of an aggressive TDM
program is intriguing, the VDOT assumption that Arlington County would be successful in leading the
implementation of such a TDM effort seems to ignore the fact motorists driving along Route 1 that
would be targets of such a TDM program likely do not live or work in Arlington. As such, Arlington
probably doesn’t have the “reach” to conduct such a program. With respect to reducing the through
traffic on Route 1, the abbreviated scope of the study appeared to eliminate any consideration of
reducing the traffic on South Glebe (SR 120) (South Glebe EB at Route 1 has three left turn lanes
permitting turns from Glebe onto Route 1 NB) moving from I-395 to Route 1. It is notable that the VDOT
study didn’t present any traffic 4 counts south of 23rd Street, even though those might have been useful
at understanding the traffic sources. Recognizing that there has been no identification of discussion of
breaking the “superblocks” of Route 1 (such as the block bounded by 18th, Eads, Route 1, and 20th), the
permeability of Route 1 for eastwest movement will not be changed (meaning no new locations), just
slowed. If the safe and quick crossings at 15th and 18th were eliminated, some motorists, pedestrians,
and cyclists might use other at-grade crossing points. This would potentially impact the performance of
those intersections, which might be presently ineffective at carrying the traffic load (for example, the
intersection of 23rd and Rt 1 and the short block back to Eads which currently provides inadequate
queuing distance). I appreciate your openness and engagement and look forward to working with you as
VDOT, Arlington, the local community, and other stakeholders look to scope and conduct the necessary
efforts that will lead to the creation of a project that will both achieve the broad goals of the Virginia-
Amazon agreement and benefit the community.

7/10/2021 Susan English

My husband and I live in 22202—since 1982--but somewhat farther from Rt. 1 than many affected local
residents. We no longer commute, but worked in D.C., Alexandria, and Arlington during the course of
our careers. We do walk, bike, use Metrorail and drive (when needed) throughout the area, including
biking into D.C. regularly. I have been a representative from ARCA to the CCCRC since 2012, along with
Rich Kelly. My husband’s background is in labor, urban, transportation, and cost-benefit economics.
We’ve traveled widely, and used urban transportation systems throughout the U.S. and abroad. Many
things are possible, but it takes money and political will. We were distinctly disappointed in the options
presented in the VDOT study. The 6/7 at-grade option leaves out important/significant costs, as the BID
and JBGS know well. Highway-Boulevard-Highway is not realistic. Highway safety standards are
mandated by law, and the at-grade option as presented avoids/evades accounting for them. Beyond the
accident/injury statistics, there is the statistical value of a human life which must be considered—as
VDOT knows well. TDM as currently used is not effective, and in the case of this corridor, requires
jurisdictional cooperation with D.C. in particular. We’ve been writing our elected representatives for
over 30 years advocating for carbon taxes with offsets. Alas, other interests dominate. We are realists by
necessity. If the landowning interests in this area of Rt. 1 are dead set on having at-grade, and Arlington
County Board is going to allow that to go forward, as appears possible, per agreement with Amazon, we
currently favor a very large, modern, well-designed, well-maintained pedestrian-bike tunnel, at a

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. The project is also going to create an urban
boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

No specific TDM strategy has been put forward that this time. The TDM strategy
will be included in the 2nd phase of the study. Phase 2 of the study will investigate
details of a comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce
traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.
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location which is feasible and as close to mid-point as possible, either just north or just south of 18th and
the Metro tunnel. Something Amazon and JBGS could advertise ;-), and local residents and workers could
use with pride as well as safety.

7/10/2021

Pamela Van
Hine (Pedestrian

Advisory
Committee)

Thank you for your presentation of proposed VDOT recommendations during the public meeting on June
16.  At your invitation, I am submitting my comments as the PAC representative on the VDOT Task Force.

Several times over the past year I have asked the same question: How will you make walking on 18th
across an at-grade Route 1 safer than our current walk under Route 1, while maintaining throughput
traffic on Route 1, and keeping Route 1 traffic off our parallel side streets?  The apparent answer,
according to your presentation on June 16, is you don’t know - yet.  The VDOT recommendation is for a
7-lane at-grade intersection at Route 1 and 15th Street South and a 6-lane at-grade intersection at Route
1 and 18th Street South.  You admit that it is unsafe and that it will require significant further mitigation,
including adding a new multimodal transit station by the Crystal City Metro stop, developing and
implementing a “comprehensive and effective” TDM strategy that reduces future traffic volumes 20% to
30% below existing (2019) volumes,” and studying the feasibility and provision of “a separate pedestrian
crossing over or under Route 1 at 18th Street…”

Recommending an at-grade crossing that is more dangerous than the current connection is against basic
Vision Zero principles and the Master Transportation Plan of Arlington County.  An at-grade intersection
with 30mph traffic and six or seven lanes is not safe.  Please rethink your proposal for at-grade
intersections on Route 1 and plan the entire Arlington section of Route One holistically.  Implement your
“comprehensive and effective” TDM plan now to ensure traffic does not divert to our local streets.

I was disappointed in the VDOT presentation of the sensitivity analysis, project costs chart, and
comparison of options using the Measures of Effectiveness.  Some specific comments on these follow:
• Sensitivity analysis: Change in Average Daily Traffic Volume and AM Peak Traffic Volumes for 2025 –
no-build vs. at-grade (VDOT presentation slides 42 & 43): The colors on the maps appear to show a
greater impact on local traffic than the numbers and percentages; no PM analysis was presented; and no
data were provided for the CCSP proposal.  I hope the data and charts are verified and missing charts are
prepared for the final report.
• Measures of Effectiveness:  The cited measures of effectiveness are not defined anywhere, and their
application to the comparison of options does not appear to be either evidence-based or data driven.  I
hope that your final report will include definitions, provide numerical values for each Measure, and show
how each Measure was calculated and scored.  Are they all weighted equally?
• Project Costs:  The estimated project costs for the at-grade proposal does not include costs for these
mitigating projects that VDOT finds are necessary:  the new multimodal transit station (because transit
will need to be moved from 18th Street), the TDM program (because the at-grade proposal significantly

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes.  Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. This TDM strategy will not be
implemented without a future project because it is the project that necessitates
the TDM strategy.  The existing conditions do not necessitate implementing TDM.

As shown in Appendix J of the report, with the implementation of a TDM strategy
with the at-grade option, bicycle and pedestrian crashes as well as crash severity
are predicted to decrease in the study area in the at-grade configuration.

Phase 2 will also include investigating the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade
which would completely reduce potential conflicts.

A transit station will not be part of this project and should be completed with
future development.  The project will look to relocate the existing bus stops below
18th Street to another location as part of the project.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an
elevated highway to an at-grade or elevated urban boulevard brought up during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia.  An extension of the study
further to the south is unnecessary for this scope. Phase 2 of the study will review
the 23rd Street intersection for potential interim improvements ahead of Arlington
County’s 23rd Street Phase 2 improvements. Another study could be conducted to
review areas to the south of 23rd Street, but the limits of this study will not be
expanded further south than 23rd Street.

Sensitivity analysis: Change in Average Daily Traffic Volume and AM Peak Traffic
Volumes for 2025 – no-build vs. at-grade (VDOT presentation slides 42 & 43): the
percentages for each color were selected to try to represent the impacts on
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increases divergent traffic onto local streets), or the proposed pedestrian passage across Route 1 at 18th
Street (because the at-grade proposal is more dangerous – note that cyclists will also need safe passage).
The at-grade costs also do not include the cost of increased crash fatalities, severe injuries, and property
damage likely with the more dangerous at-grade intersections.  I hope these missing costs are included
in your final analysis and report.
• The Livability 22202 Route 1 Working Group offered a hybrid proposal: bringing Route 1 down to grade
at 15th, but leaving it elevated at 18th.  Although VDOT initially noted that this option was technically
feasible, it was not included in the final analysis.  Knowing its impact on traffic, its comparative cost, and
how it scores with the Measures of Effectiveness would provide invaluable information for the project
and support its overall objectivity.

I continue to support the detailed comments I submitted to VDOT on March 15 as the PAC
representative.  I look forward to seeing and commenting on the draft final report for the project, which
I hope will address the concerns raised in my comments and offer a realistic proposal to keep all of us,
especially the most vulnerable among us, truly safe.

roadways.  Particularly on lower volumes roadways the diversions end up being a
significantly higher percentage and result is a color that makes things look worse
than we anticipate.  No data on diversions in the CCSP proposal is provided
because the roadway would essentially function as the existing condition with
relocated ramps.

Some measures of effectiveness area more quantitative than others, so a rating
format was selected that could span the entire array of measures of effectiveness.

The report acknowledges that the costs of TDM and the grade separated crossings
are not included.  Until those items are identified it is difficult to include costs for
them.  We do not anticipate that the additional costs for these items will increase
the costs for the at-grade option above the sector plan concept.  The costs of
crashes is not something that is evaluated for construction projects, but number
and severity of crashes is anticipated to be lower for the at-grade option than the
grade separated option.

The hybrid option with 15th Street at grade and 18th Street elevated was not
included in the scope of this study. The study on Route 1 was supposed to explore
an at-grade urban boulevard, but also review and compare it to potential
improvements to the current elevated condition, and the elevated urban
boulevard described in the Crystal City Sector Plan.
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7/10/2021 Brad Fletcher

I, Brad Fletcher am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/11/2021 Maggie Hsu

Hi - I'm a resident in 22202 and wanted to submit a comment in regards to Route 1 study referenced
here . I am concerned about the current proposal and am writing in support of the work that the
Livability 22202 Route 1 Working Group has completed, and the 5 points it references here -
https://livability22202.org/route-1-workinggroup/

See the responses to Livability 22202’s comments above on 7/3/2021.
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7/10/2021 Christine Tully

I, Christine Tully, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing. I’ve lived in the area since 2006 and route 1 has always been terrible to navigate
as a pedestrian, cyclist and even driver. It’s ugly and needs help!

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/10/2021 Ian Walch
Please do not reimagine route 1. I live in Aurora Highlands, and as it correctly stands, it is safer to cross
at 18th Street than 23rd Street. I use 18th Street crossing all the time to access the Mt. Vernon trail. It
will not make pedestrian crossings easier or safer bringing route 1 to grade, and traffic will only worsen.

Phase 2 of this study will also include investigation the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

7/11/2021 Lance Feiner

I, Lance Feiner, am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/11/2021 Kristin
Haldeman

I am writing to express my opposition to the Rt 1 through Crystal City corridor design presented at the
3rd public meeting on this project. I do not agree that dropping Rt 1 to grade is the best approach to a
more 'livable' route 1 in the Crystal City area. The current condition at 18th St and 15th St. present a
much safer alternative for pedestrians, cyclists and even vehicles travelling to east side of Rt 1. The
number of lanes and cross street turning movements required of a grade-level Rt 1, coupled with Rt 1
volumes will not be conducive to safety for any mode. Crossing cycles for pedestrians will have to be
quite long for those on foot to make it across in one cycle and a pedestrian refuge where foot traffic
must wait in the middle of a busy Route 1 is a non-starter. While I understand the project seeks to

The intention for 15th and 18th Streets is to create a single stage crossing. This
means that the light will allow people to cross all of Route 1 at once. For those
who are slower or arrive at the signal late and can’t make it all the way across,
there will be a pedestrian refuge for to wait to cross the remaining travel lanes.

Diverting Route 1 underground is not feasible at 15th and 18th Streets due to the
underground crossing to the Crystal Gateway Marriott and Metro’s Blue/Yellow
line tunnel.
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eliminate some of the worst of the 20th or 23rd St crossings of Rt 1, it will likely not achieve what is
necessary given the throughput. Rather, I would be interested in seeing Rt 1 tunneled under 23rd St to
create a more inviting space above it - something not unlike Connecticut Ave in DC. This was in fact
discussed at one point a number of years ago. I support the work and analysis of the Livability22202
Working Group and believe they have raised valid points. As a transportation planner, I particularly
agree with their point on process. A project of this scope should be the subject of an alternatives analysis
at least. Further as someone who has worked for years in the TDM world, this study is relying on some
significant reductions in auto share coming through the corridor. For the Crystal City community, non-
auto mode share is pretty high as we have a robust multi-modal network in our backyard, but this
corridor sees a significant amount of through traffic - and I do not think the study estimates can be
reliably achieved. Finally, I hope that VDOT has reached out to WMATA for comment on this study as
many from the neighborhoods west of Route 1 access the Crystal City Metro on 18th St - under Rt 1.

See the responses to Livability 22202’s comments above dated 7/3/2021.

7/11/2021 Deborah
Pfirrmann

In response to the VDOT Route 1 multimodal study, I am against the proposal to drop Route 1 to grade
level. Nothing in the study improves safety, accessibility or the pedestrian experience. Route 1 in Crystal
City is a major thoroughfare to other destinations for commuters and travelers. By dropping Route 1 to
grade level, adding traffic signals and slowing traffic, the surrounding neighborhoods will see an increase
in traffic on side streets which will endanger pedestrians and children. As do most 22202 residents, I
appreciate being able to use the Route 1 underpasses on 18th, 15th and 12th streets to safely access
both sides of the community. Please take the recommendations of The Livability Working Group
(attached below) and do not proceed with the very expensive multimodal proposal to drop Route 1 to
grade level.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

See the responses to Livability 22202’s comments above dated 7/3/2021.

7/11/2021 Ted Saks

The study clearly showed that all the options presented FAIL on all the key criteria set out with one
exception. The only real achievement would be to give JBG developable land at public expense! It fails in
pedestrian safety improvements. It fails in traffic impacts on all the surrounding roads and
neighborhoods. Listen to those who made comments at the last meeting. It also fails in not addressing all
of Rt1 intersections into Alexandria. It strongly support the work and feedback given by the Livability
22202 group. Start over and expand the study. PS On your web page's comments section you limit
comments to 255 charters. No better way to limit feedback. That is why I sent this email. Stop rigging the
residents’ input!

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

We’re sorry you found the limited characters troubling. There were other ways to
provide feedback. We will take the character limits into consideration in future
forms.
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7/11/2021 Randy Swart

I was dismayed by the presentation at the second Route 1 Multimodal meeting. I oppose the favored
option. A major highway with the level of traffic now on Route 1 is not in my opinion a candidate for an
urban boulevard. If lowered to the surface it will remain a major highway. There are other options for
developing retail on the surface below the elevated sections. Without the burden of excessive traffic it is
even possible to have an urban boulevard there. Or if it is feasible, dropping the through lanes below the
surface could accomplish that. Lowering the highway to the surface will take away the safe and
comfortable underpasses that I now use to cross Route 1 on my bicycle. There is no option for surface
crossings that can make up for that, as evidenced by the intersections south of the elevated portion
where I never cross Route 1. I do not see any justification for spending large amounts of capital to make
the situation worse. I think you need to give the project more study.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

Diverting Route 1 underground is not feasible at 15th and 18th Streets due to the
underground crossing to the Crystal Gateway Marriott and Metro’s Blue/Yellow
line tunnel.

The Commonwealth would not allow development below an elevated highway for
maintenance and security concerns.

7/11/2021 Nahid Wingfield

I, [Nahid wingfield] am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing.[Nahid wingfield]

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/12/2021 Sonya Breehy

The Coalition for Smarter Growth supports the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT’s)
preferred alternative to convert Route 1 through National Landing from an elevated highway to a
slower, safer, and vibrant urban boulevard. This is a forward-thinking proposal that will eliminate the
current barrier that the elevated Route 1 presents and provide greater cohesion between Pentagon City
and Crystal City. It is essential that this new urban boulevard be designed in a way that truly prioritizes
the needs of people walking, biking, and using transit. We recognize there are concerns regarding the
safety of people without grade separation. However, we believe with the right design and safety
measures, this new boulevard can be safe, accessible and provide a more connected community overall.
Physically designing the roadway for slower speeds by narrowing travel lanes and reducing corner radii,

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
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providing physically protected intersections and bike lanes, and allowing off-peak on-street parking are
proven designs that make streets safer. Added safety measures should also include utilizing pedestrian
lead intervals at signals and automated speed enforcement. Conversion to a boulevard presumes we do
everything we can to promote non-automobile access to National Landing, Reagan National Airport, and
other commuting destinations. This includes expanding employee transit benefits, utilizing parking
pricing, and providing more frequent and reliable transit services. Providing attractive transit options will
help intercept commuters from Prince George’s, Fairfax County, and other points south traveling to jobs
in Arlington and the District. We urge VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine Route 1 with an at-grade
design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for all road users and provides a vibrant urban boulevard
through the heart of National Landing. Thank you for your time and consideration of our comments.

· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan
develops.

· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/12/2021 Bob Fisher

I am Crystal City resident. My wife and I moved here in 2018 because we wanted to live in a walkable,
people-friendly community. While I support VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated
highway to a narrower, slower boulevard, I remain concerned that the current plan may result in a less
safe environment, as noted in you current study. I urge you to make the redesigned Route 1 a safer road,
one that puts people before cars. I would like to see the new Route 1 designed in a way that prioritizes
the needs of pedestrians, bikers and other vulnerable users. Given the projected, rapid growth of
population living and/or working in the National Landing area, we need that prioritization. Future
improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower speed limits, off-peak on-street
parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of which are proven to make streets
safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this reimagining must also address existing
at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including 20th and 23rd Street at a minimum.
Today, Route 1 divides our community. A reimagined Route 1 as outlined above would unite us with a
central, grand boulevard that could become a key uniting element for the community, linking safe,
walkable and bikeable branches to Crystal City, Pentagon City, and Potomac Yards. Route 1’s redesign,
along with the ongoing work for Amazon’s HQ2 and the new Virginia Tech campus, is a once in a
generation opportunity to transform our neighborhood into a vibrant, livable community. We need to do
it right. I therefore urge VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway with an at-grade design
that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and visit National Landing.

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim

improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/12/2021 Jack Kelly

I, [JACK KELLY] am committed to building a National Landing that puts people before cars. I support
VDOT’s proposal to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway to a narrower, slower boulevard. This
new boulevard should be designed in a way that truly prioritizes the needs of pedestrians, bikers and
other vulnerable users. Future improvements should include automated traffic enforcement, lower
speed limits, off-peak on-street parking, narrower lanes and physically protected intersections, all of
which are proven to make streets safer. To further enhance safety and reinforce connectivity, this
reimagining must also address existing at-grade pedestrian crossings throughout the corridor, including
20th and 23rd Street at a minimum. For far too long Route 1 has divided our community and not lived up
to its potential. In signing the below, I’m urging VDOT and Arlington County to reimagine the roadway
with an at-grade design that emphasizes safety and accessibility for the benefit of all who live, work and
visit National Landing. [JACK KELLY]

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· Automated enforcement may be considered pending legislative action.
· Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate

lowering the speed limit on Route 1.
· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality

and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard
· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and

the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.
· Physically protected intersections can be considered as the concept plan

develops.
· The 20th Street intersection will be reconfigured as part of the project.
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· The 23rd Street intersection will be reviewed for potential interim
improvements ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Phase 2
improvements.

7/12/2021 James Lantelme

I am in favor of an at-grade option for Rt 1. I’m also in favor of the proposed narrower lanes.
Nonetheless, I think additional design and use ideas are needed if a 6-lane option is chosen. Rt 1 through
part of Alexandria is 4 lanes. Is there sufficient additional traffic to justify 6 lanes at Crystal City? Would
having two of the six lanes be dedicated to transit move more people through the corridor? Could
parking be allowed on the outer lanes during off peak times to slow traffic and make pedestrian crossing
less daunting? Some of the renderings seem to show fairly large corner radii. Shouldn’t those be made
tighter to allow shorter pedestrian crossings and slower vehicle turns? Could the Crystal City Metro
station mezzanines be extended under Rt 1?

Regarding your request for specific features see below:
· 4 thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the reduced traffic

anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented; Route 1
will retain the 6 thru lanes. Automated enforcement may be considered
pending legislative action.

· Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

· 11’ lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and
the need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

· Tighter corner radii will be recommended for any future project.

7/12/2021 William Ross

Here are a few of my own thoughts not necessarily representing the Park and Recreation Commission. I
agree with many of the concerns expressed that with the current concept, Vision Zero goals will be
difficult to achieve. With the proposal, the safety and passage time for pedestrians and cyclists will be
seriously affected by making people cross at grade. Route 1 is a commuting route for people going to the
airport or to Alexandria. Unless you want to end it at 23rd St. South, it will be difficult to make it a grand
urban boulevard. I also have questions about how Arlingtonians coming in cars from the North (110 or
395) will access Crystal Drive or Long Bridge Park. From what I can tell, they would have to get off Route
1 and head West before looping around for a few blocks to be able to cross Route 1 heading East (at
12th St.?) Currently, someone can exit at 15th St, and head straight down to Crystal Drive or Long Bridge
Drive. For a county that is already divided by 395, the Pentagon, and Ft. Myer, this plan would make it
even less discouraging for visiting National Landing. I would strongly urge consideration of a separate
wide, overhead pedestrian/bike crossing at least in the area of 18th St. A wide pedestrian bridge that has
park-like qualities could provide an additional unique, useful, and inviting amenity to an area that is
already developing innovating architectural, transportation, and open space facilities.

Traffic patterns largely stay the same as they are today in the proposed at-grade
option 3. Full turning movements would still be allowed at 15th Street.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.
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7/12/2021 Shelly Porter
More cars will come into the neighborhood, making the neighborhood less livable. No one wants to
cross Route 1 no matter what you do to it. The bridges are essential to connect Crystal City / Pentagon
City = National Landing area

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

7/12/2021 Sandra Stolt

By VDOT’s own analysis, at-grade Route 1 is more dangerous for pedestrians and bicyclists than the
current configuration. Pedestrians and bicyclists need to be separated from vehicular traffic. With the
underpasses at 18th, 15th and 12th Streets, you don’t have to think about or deal with Route 1 when
you are walking or bicycling. A pedestrian tunnel under Route 1 is not feasible given what happened to
the pedestrian tunnel at Route 1 and 23rd Street. That tunnel turned into a hangout for the homeless
and a bathroom. A pedestrian overpass is not useful for the elderly because of the number of steps up to
and down from the overpass. Route 1 at-grade creates a very definitive dividing line between east and
west. Traffic on the side streets will increase substantially, especially along Eads Street and Crystal Drive.
This will degrade the east-west connection because traffic will increase substantially on the east-west
streets - 23rd, 20th, 18th and 15th - to reach Eads or Crystal Drive. Pedestrian and bicyclist safety will
decrease as traffic increases on these east-west streets, Eads, and Crystal Drive. The Travel Demand
Management (TDM) that VDOT proposes is a “what if” scenario. Why isn’t a TMD developed for use now
on Route 1 to determine if it will work? Route 1 by Potomac Yard is “boulevard’ like and one very, very
rarely sees any pedestrians walking there. The study seems to support the position of the National
Landing BID and JBG Smith to increase commerce in the area thus putting commerce before pedestrian
and bicyclist safety. The study deals with a very small portion of Route 1 and does not take a holistic
approach for a road which is a major highway.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade. Safety and security of the
tunnel will be considered.

The current conditions at 15th and 18th Street do not necessitate a TDM Strategy.
The proposed at-grade options are what necessitate a TDM Strategy.

7/13/2021 Lisa Davis

An at-grade road is not benefiting anyone and only creates problems. As a family with children who lives
and works in this area, we love how easily and safely we can walk between Pentagon City and Crystal
City. The social and commercial connection between these two neighborhoods would be destroyed with
an at-grade road and add insane traffic. I apologize to be late with my submission, but I couldn’t get all
the errors fixed to submit my comments through the website.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets. This strategy should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase 2 will also include
investigation the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade. Safety and security of the
tunnel will be considered.

7/7/2021 Chetan Somina

My name is Chetan Somina and I am the Vice President, Commercial Banker II of Truist Bank. I am writing in
support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1 from an
elevated highway into a narrower, slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the Third Public Workshop on
the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday, June 16th.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.
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 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

 First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent,
urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously.
Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing at-grade intersections that the community has
identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

 Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

 Thirdly, Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure
must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of
a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where
east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and
15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity.

 Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and
other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce
speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community.

 Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City
Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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7/8/2021 Peter Stuart

My name is Peter Stuart and I am the Managing Partner & Chief Investment Officer of outlier Realty Capital. I am
writing in support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1
from an elevated highway into a narrower, slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the Third Public
Workshop on the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday, June 16th.

 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

 First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent,
urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously.
Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing at-grade intersections that the community has
identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

 Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

 Thirdly, Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure
must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of
a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where
east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and
15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity.

 Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and
other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce
speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community.

 Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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7/8/2021 Maria Puletti

My name is Maria Puletti and I am the owner of the Portofino Restaurant and owner of the 23rd St. LLC
properties. I am writing in support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that
converts Route 1 from an elevated highway into a narrower, slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the
Third Public Workshop on the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday, June 16th.

 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

 First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent,
urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously.
Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing at-grade intersections that the community has
identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

 Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

 Thirdly, Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure
must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of
a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where
east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and
15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity.

 Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and
other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce
speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community.

 Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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7/8/2021 Terrence Duvall

My name is Terrence Duvall and I am the General Manager of the Renaissance Arlington Capital View Hotel. I am
writing in support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1
from an elevated highway into a narrower, slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the Third Public
Workshop on the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday, June 16th.

 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

 First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent,
urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously.
Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing at- grade intersections that the community
has identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

 Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

Thirdly, Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure
must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of
a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where
east/west bicycle network connections can be made.These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and
15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity.

Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and
other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce
speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community.

 Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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7/9/2021 Harmar
Thompson

My name is Harmar Thompson, and I am an Executive Vice President at LCOR. LCOR owns and operates 450
apartments units at the Altaire and is developing an additional 312 units at the intersection of 12th Street and
South Eads Street called the Sage. I have been a long-term stakeholder in the National Landing market having
cofounded the Crystal City BID, was a stakeholder involved with the creation of the Crystal City Sector Plan, long
time member of the CCCRC, and current board member of the expanded National Landing BID. I am writing in
support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1 from an
elevated highway into a narrower, slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the Third Public Workshop on
the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday, June 16th.

 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

 First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent,
urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously.
Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing at-grade intersections that the community has
identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

 Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

Thirdly, Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micro mobility infrastructure
must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of
a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where
east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and
15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity.Finally,
VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to improving
safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and other
traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout
the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce speeds and
provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development
goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community.

 Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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vulnerable
 roadway users.
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7/12/2021 Jason Najjoum

My name is Jason Najjoum and I am the Managing Director of Synetic Theater in Crystal City/National Landing. As
the leader of the cultural anchor of National Landing, I am writing in support of the Virginia Department of
Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1 from an elevated highway into a narrower,
slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the Third Public Workshop on the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility
Study on Wednesday, June 16th .

 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

 First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent,
urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously.
Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing at-grade intersections that the community has
identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

 Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrianfriendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

 Thirdly, Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure
must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of
a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where
east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and
15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity.

 Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and
other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce
speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community.

 Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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7/12/2021 Robert Peck

My name is Robert Peck and I am the CEO of Commonwealth Joe Coffee Roasters. I am writing in support of the
Virginia Department of Transportation·s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1 from an elevated
highway into a narrower, slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the Third Public Workshop on the Route
1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday, June 16th.

 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity. Improving multimodal safety was identified as a
top design priority in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study.

 First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent,
urban boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously.
Most importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing atgrade intersections that the community has
identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

 Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

 Thirdly, to truly make Route 1 a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micromobility
infrastructure must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the
incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-inclass physically protected
intersections where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are most
critical at 18th and 15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and
connectivity.

 Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and
other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce
speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by
 supporting the areas restaurant and small-business community.

Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.



Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study – Project Email Inbox and Letters Received by VDOT with VDOT Responses

Date Commenter Comment Received Response

Page 107 of 182

7/12/2021 Tracy Sayegh
Gabriel

On behalf of the National Landing Business Improvement District (BID), the collective business communities of
Crystal City, Pentagon City, and Potomac Yard, I am writing in support of the Virginia Department of
Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1 from an elevated highway into a narrower,
slower, and safer urban boulevard.

This proposed boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. We
applaud VDOT’s outreach in working with the community, soliciting feedback, and making improvements that
advance an interest in safety for the most vulnerable mobility users.

However, the concept as presented at the third public workshop for the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on
Wednesday, June 16tth should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves
the intended goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

First, the scope of the project must be extended south to the Alexandria border. Implementing a consistent, urban
boulevard treatment throughout the corridor communicates a clear message to drivers to drive cautiously. Most
importantly, a corridor-wide approach would address existing at-grade intersections that the community has
identified as being unsafe. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.

Secondly, Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and
crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of
Columbia and Montgomery County have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot
travel lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate this best practice of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must
be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a
curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where
east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and
15th Street South, but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity.

Finally, VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and
other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking could be incorporated during the off-peak hours to further reduce
speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community.

Route 1 has long divided our community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the 20th Street/Route 1 intersection reconfigured.  This should simplify
the intersection and make 20th Street S more predictable and easier to cross.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals are items that will be
recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard.
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connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users.
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7/12/2021
Stratis Voutsas

and Georgia
Papadopoulos

Our names are Georgia Papadopoulos and Stratis Voutsas. We are the co-managers of Twenty-Third Street
Corridor, LLC. We were tasked to preserve the Louis A Pappas legacy on 23rd Street under a private Trust
instrument. This is the same area that the Crystal City Sector Plan calls for the “preservation and protection” of
“Restaurant Row” on 23rd Street South. Our mission is both public and private.

 We are writing in support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts
Route 1 from an elevated highway into a narrower, slower, and safer urban boulevard presented at the Third
Public Workshop on the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday, June 16th.

 This new boulevard concept is an important step towards creating a more walkable, urban downtown. However,
the concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

 We are particularly concerned about solving current, known, safety issues at the two Route 1 intersections, 20th
and 23rd Streets South, which are most in need of a treatment for successful connectivity. We plead with VDOT to
expand the project to a comprehensive, east-west-&-north-south, integrated-connectivity project by extending
the southern boundary to the Alexandria border.

Specifically, a comprehensive project should address the infrastructure needs for both new developments and the
5 inplace ‘protected’ community assets identified in the Crystal City Sector plan, namely:

 1) Access to Metro
 2) National Airport
 3) Preservation of Restaurant Row on 23rd Street
 4) The Residential Neighborhoods
 5) The Environment.

We believe VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving connectivity so as not to orphan new developments from existing community assets. Connectivity is
difficult to achieved without an adequate sense of safety. ‘Safety’ positively impacts economic development and
integrates the area’s restaurant, hospitality, retail and office community in a walkable, urban downtown.

Route 1 has long divided our community. We urge VDOT and Arlington County to continue to evolve the preferred
alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more connected
downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing.

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in configuration from an elevated
highway to an at-grade urban boulevard. This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia. An extension of the study to the
airport access road and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this study.

The intersection of Clark Street and 20th Street will be relocated with proposed
development and the intersection reconfigured. This should address some of the concern
at 20th Street S.

Phase 2 of the study will identify a potential interim solutions at the intersection of Route
1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in Crystal City in the County’s Vision
Zero plan and which would precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County

Access by all modes throughout the corridor is described in the feasibility report.
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7/12/2021 Jeremiah Lowery

On behalf of the Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA), I am writing in support of the Virginia Department
of Transportation’s (VDOT) preferred concept that converts Route 1 from an elevated highway into an urban
boulevard presented at the Third Public Workshop on the Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study on Wednesday,
June 16th.

The concept should go further to address community concerns and ensure the new facility achieves the intended
goals of improved pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.

Route 1 should be designed to slow traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings
consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia
and Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel
lanes and max speeds of 25 miles per hour. VDOT should incorporate these best practices of adopting context-
sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.

For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected bicycle and micro mobility infrastructure
must be incorporated along, but especially across the roadway.

VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to improving
safety along the corridor. Some of the approaches we recommend include the following:
 .
 · Traffic calming like trees directly adjacent to traffic lanes to slow cars.
 · Protected intersections at 15th St and 18th St.
 · Two-way protected bike lanes on both sides of Route 1.
 · Turn radii should be 15 feet to protect peds/bikes from high speed turns.
 · 25 mph limit for Route 1.
 · Leading pedestrian intervals to allow pedestrians and bicyclists to get out into the intersection before turning
cars are released.
· Fewer lanes and narrower crossing width for some cross streets, reducing number of left turn lanes - especially
at 15th and 18th streets.

Route 1 has long divided the community and not lived up to its full potential. We urge VDOT and Arlington County
to continue to evolve the preferred alternative for an at-grade, urban boulevard that incorporates the above
suggestions which are proven strategies to make streets safer. A reimagined Route 1 can deliver a safer and more
connected downtown community for all who live, work, and visit National Landing, but especially for our most
vulnerable roadway users.

Eleven foot lanes have been selected in lieu of 12’ lanes. The type of roadway and the
need to accommodate truck traffic necessitates 11’ lanes.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering speed study to evaluate lowering the
speed limit on Route 1.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City Sector
Plan and the Bicycle Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

Automated traffic enforcement, leading pedestrian intervals, tight turning radii, and
landscaping are items that will be recommended for further detailing in a future project.

Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the locality and could be
implemented in any future urban boulevard

No left turn will be permitted at 18th Street. Sidestreet widths can be reviewed as the
study moves forward into Phase 2.

8/12/2021 Hillary Orr,
Deputy Director,
Transportation
and
Environmental
Services,

Dear Route 1 Multimodal Study Team,

Thank you for the opportunity to participate with and provide input to this project. The City is currently
completing its strategic update to the Transportation Master Plan (called the Alexandria Mobility Plan, or
AMP). Some of the major priorities and concerns that have been raised during public outreach are
safety, accessibility, multimodality and congestion. The preferred alternative for Route 1 seems to
support these priorities and concerns, however the City is cautiously refraining from officially supporting
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City of
Alexandria

a specific alternative as the majority of benefits and impacts will be felt by Arlington County residents,
employees and visitors.

From the beginning of this project, the City has maintained that the biggest concern is northbound
morning peak traffic and increasing congestion considerably through Alexandria. The traffic projections
for the preferred alternative do not appear to increase congestion during this timeframe. However, the
City also understands that this is based on a 20% vehicle trip reduction from aggressive Transportation
Demand Management (TDM). Due to the importance of TDM to peak hour traffic volumes, the City will
be following the next phase closely to ensure that these TDM targets can be met.

Because the traffic projections are contingent on TDM, the City would also like to see contingencies in
the event that these strategies are unsuccessful and traffic congestion increases.

In summary, the City currently has no objections to the preferred alternative assuming that the TDM
measures prevent considerable increases in congestion for northbound morning traffic.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to participate in this project. If you have any comments or
questions, feel free to reach out to Christopher Ziemann, Transportation Division Chief, at
Christopher.ziemann@alexandriava.gov.

8/14/2021 Pamela Van
Hine

I hope you are surviving all the heat and humidity.

The other day when my husband Bryan and I were walking home back up 18th From Crystal City, we saw
an ambulance and fire truck rushing down 18th and under Route 1 on their way to Crystal City. I realized
that I forgot to mention emergency vehicle access in any of my comments over the past year! Sorry.

Our local fire house is on Hayes, close to the intersection of Hayes/18th/Fern - and the fire trucks and
ambulances frequently dash down 18th and under Route 1 (on 18th) to reach Crystal City. It's my
understanding that our local fire station is the busiest in Arlington - and serves a wide area (coordinated
with MWAA and Alexandria). They were the first responders to the Pentagon on 9/11, frequently cover
crashes on I-395, provide backup for the airport and Alexandria, as well as serve our broader
neighborhood.

How will these emergency vehicles get to Crystal City quickly and safely if Route 1 is at grade at 18th?

Thank you for these comments.



                                                      
 
 

January 11, 2021 
 
Dan Reinhard 
VDOT P.E., Project Manager 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
  

RE:  Livability22202 Comments on VDOT’s Feasibility Study of Route 1 
 
Dear Mr. Reinhard, 
  
Thank you and VDOT for hosting the Public Information Meeting on the Multimodal 
Improvements Study for Route 1 December 16 and extending the public comment period to 
January 11. The Livability22202 community is vitally interested in the outcome of the study and 
how the principles we have enunciated in our Framework and Action Plan of November 2019 
will be addressed in the final VDOT recommendations.  Providing safe, convenient, connected, 
comfortable east-west Route 1 crossings for people of all ages and abilities and for all modes of 
transportation is a Livability22202 priority and the most important goal of the Working Group.   
 
We are pleased that VDOT described that the feasibility study “aims to provide sufficient 
information to make the best decision on a future project on Route 1 in Crystal City” in the 
VDOT Public Information Meeting No. 1, December 16, 2020. And we are also pleased that the 
study will include both an “analysis of existing configuration and analysis of concepts presented 
in the Crystal City Sector Plan,” along with exploring an at-grade urban boulevard. We are also 
in agreement that if the study develops an understanding “of potential costs and issues/solutions 
for constructability and multimodal access,” the Crystal City community and Arlington County 
will be able to make informed decisions about the future of Route 1.  
 
With these goals in mind, we believe that the formulation of the alternatives for consideration, 
and the nature of the modeling undertaken to evaluate them will be critical to the outcomes of the 
study. Issues will include the selection of design concepts for Route 1 as a whole, as well as 
concepts for individual intersections and cross streets. Assumptions in the study regarding 
projections for future traffic volumes, peak hour volumes, transit use, and modal splits will also 
be critical. Because of the importance of the existing conditions data and planning assumptions, 
it is important that these be shared with the public now, during the early stages of the study 
formulation, rather than at the end of the study, or worse, not at all. While we are aware that 
sharing this background information and judgments about the future requires a little more effort 
from your consultant team up-front, we believe that it will save time overall and build public 
trust in the results of the study. 
 

Dan.Reinhard
Text Box
Attachment A



The attached Appendices, which address our concerns and explore some of our ideas, are divided 
into four broad sections: 

A.  Livability22202 Community Goals and Priorities 
B.  Missing information and Data in the “Existing Conditions” Presentation 
C.  Clarification of VDOT Study Concepts 
D.  Livability22202 Alternative Concepts 

Livability22202 Community goals and priorities  
 
Livability22202’s Route 1 Working Group began working virtually this summer.  Since then, 
members participated in a general Livability22202 virtual meeting and hosted two public 
meetings specifically on Route 1.  Records from these meetings are available through the 
Working Group section of the Livability22202 website. Many of the Working Group members, 
as members of the VDOT Task Force, are actively involved in the development and 
dissemination of VDOT project information.  While the status quo is not desirable to anyone, it 
does currently provide safe east-west connections for all modes. Given that at-grade intersections 
sacrifice safety and connectivity between neighborhoods for maximum aesthetic benefit, we have 
serious concerns.  Our overarching goals are spelled out in Appendix A. 
 
Missing information and data in the “Existing Conditions” Presentation 
 
The VDOT Public Information Meeting No. 1 of December 16 was identified as a presentation 
of existing conditions in the project schedule. While we appreciate the inclusion of information 
from the VDOT survey, and a few slides showing crash data and average speeds, we assume that 
a much more complete set of existing conditions data has been collected in order to undertake 
this important work. We assume that this would include data for both vehicular and transit uses, 
historic patterns and growth trends, and expected development densities and assumptions for trip 
generation from area build-out. Livability22202 is interested in having the opportunity to review 
this data and develop an understanding of it in order to build our ability to support the results of 
the study. To this end, we request that VDOT provide us a list of data sets collected to date, as 
set forth in Appendix B, including any existing conditions reports prepared by the consultant 
team, and follow up shortly with the full data distribution to the public. 
 
Clarification of VDOT Study Concepts  
 
Livability22202 recognizes the importance of clearly defining the parameters for each VDOT 
alternative to ensure the community understands what is under consideration.  Therefore, in 
addition to asking for consideration of the community concepts described in Appendix D, 
Livability22202 requests that VDOT recognize the importance of clearly defining the parameters 
for each of VDOT alternative to ensure the community understands what is under consideration. 
To this end, the descriptions in Appendix C document current Livability22202 understanding of 
what the three VDOT configurations consist of: 

Alternative 1: At-Grade Urban Boulevard 
Alternative 2: Existing Elevated Route 1 
Alternative 3: Crystal City Sector Plan Concept 

  



Livability22202 Alternative Concepts  
 
The VDOT Public Information Meeting No. 1 of December 16 presentation notes on page seven 
that “the current Route 1 feasibility study will examine at-grade, existing elevated, and Sector 
Plan configurations.” The Route 1 corridor is an important road for the local residents and 
through travel.  We have discussed extensively with the community many possible alternatives, 
in addition to VDOT’s three concepts.  We therefore request consideration of one or more 
additional concepts combining elements of all three options, which we describe in Appendix D 
as “Livability22202 Alternative Concepts.” 
 
Lastly, we appreciate the effort that is going into the study and look forward to reviewing the 
engineering results. A study of Route 1 in this area is long overdue. We just hope a broad 
stakeholder review of multiple alternatives, based on the best available data, is the next step. 
When the relevant parties decide to discuss alternatives that fully consider community concerns 
and to generate new alternatives that balance all stakeholder needs, we are ready to offer 
alternatives and participate in their discussion.  Until this happens, we endorse the Crystal City 
Sector Plan as the best alternative. 
 
Sincerely,   

 
Mike Pickford, President Scott Miles, President  Carol Fuller, President 
Arlington Ridge CA  Aurora Highlands CA  Crystal City CA 
 
Attachments: 

A. Appendix A – Livability22202 Community Goals and Priorities  
B. Appendix B – Existing Conditions - Missing Information and Data in the “Existing 

Conditions” Presentation 
C. Appendix C – Clarification of VDOT Study Concepts 
D. Appendix D – Livability22202 Alternative Concepts 

  
 
cc:  County Board Members 

Dennis Leach, Director, DES 
Bob Duffy, Planning Director, Community Planning Housing and Development 

  
 
  
 



Appendix A: Livability22202 Community Goals and Priorities 
 
Livability22202, a coalition of three civic associations in 22202 (Arlington Ridge, Aurora 
Highlands, and Crystal City), is committed to tackling the challenges facing our area with 
holistic strategies based on shared livability themes to create a better, more livable city. 
 
Livability22202 Goals, found in the Livability22202 Action Plan 
https://livability22202.org/files/Livability22202-Action-Plan-v1.0-12-Nov-2019.pdf  
are the following: 

• Address Housing Affordability 

• Provide Essential Services Across the Community 

• Foster Environmental Sustainability 

• Encourage Engagement, Arts, and Culture 

• Extend the Multimodal Transportation Network 
The need to design and implement better and safer connections across Route 1 is a key 
element of achieving the transportation goal, and further details are addressed in the 
accompanying Action Plan and Workshop Summary listed in the Appendix. 
 
One of the key outcomes of the Livability22202 process was to set up specific working 
groups to address key critical needs: affordable housing, the future of the Underground, 
open space, schools and daycare, the two-theater venue, and the Route 1 Working 
Group.  The slide deck prepared for the Pentagon City PDSP process displays some of 
the ideas from the working groups, and several of the slides focus on key transportation 
issues: connectivity, walkability, and transportation (https://livability22202.org/pdsp-
slides/) 
 
The Route 1 Working Group began working virtually this summer.  Since then, members 
participated in a general Livability22202 virtual meeting and hosted two virtual public 
meetings specifically on Route 1.  Records from these meetings are available through 
the Working Group section of the Livability22202 website: 
https://livability22202.org/route-1-working-group/  Many of the Working Group 
members, as members of the VDOT Task Force, are actively involved in the development 
and dissemination of VDOT project information.   
 
The Working Group has drafted a set of goals for the Route 1 project. Our community-
based recommendations for an innovative new vision for Route 1 and its cross streets 
between 12th St. South and 23rd St. South, include the following: 

• Provide a safe, convenient, connected, accessible, comfortable, and enticing 
space for people of all ages and abilities and using all transportation modes 

• Reduce unnecessary points of pedestrian conflict and prioritize elimination of 
points of conflict at intersections 

• Include a healthy, sustainable, and lush green environment that everyone can 
enjoy and that significantly increases available open space in 22202 

https://livability22202.org/files/Livability22202-Action-Plan-v1.0-12-Nov-2019.pdf
https://livability22202.org/pdsp-slides/
https://livability22202.org/pdsp-slides/
https://livability22202.org/route-1-working-group/
https://livability22202.org/route-1-working-group/


• Support a healthy, connected, robust, and growing 22202 community 

• Support the local business community 

• Increase equitable transportation access 

• Maintain appropriate throughput for both east-west and north-south traffic 

• Recognize the need for intuitive transportation designs to accommodate the 
many visitors that may be unfamiliar with the area 

• Develop an effective economic model to build and maintain the new roadway 

• Is data-driven and evidence-based 

• Align with decision making authority for Route 1 decisions and actions 

• Meet both current and future transportation needs --through at least 2050 

• Include an evaluation plan, performance metrics, and a strategy for revisions if 
the changed roadway is inadequate 

• Articulate strategies to improve the roadway performance that will be 
implemented along the roadway south of 23rd Street when revisions are made 
on that portion of Route 1 

• Allow the Working Group to consider multiple options and a range of possible 
outcomes; and 

• Regardless of the final decision, provide sidewalks, crosswalks and other aspects 
of the project accessible in accordance with the most current national urban 
planning standards 

 
VDOT Project Goals and Livability22202 Responses 
 
We also appreciate that VDOT has provided a set of stated goals for the project, which we 
include here with comments. The purpose of the VDOT study, as described on the project web 
page 
(http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route_1_multimodal_improvements_stu
dy.asp) “is to identify enhanced multimodal connectivity and accommodations along and across 
Route 1 in Crystal City, to meet the changing transportation needs of this growing urban activity 
center. The need for this study is two-fold: 

• Multimodal transportation demand is increasing from the creation of an additional 
Amazon U.S. Headquarters (HQ2) and other ongoing development in the Crystal City 
and Pentagon City area 

• These areas are already heavily developed with limited space for expanding the 
footprint of the transportation network 

 
VDOT further states: 

o The study scope will study “Route 1, from approximately 12th Street to 23rd 
Street South” and “explore an at-grade urban boulevard, but also review and 
compare potential improvements to the current elevated condition, and the 
elevated urban boulevard described in the Crystal City Sector Plan. Ultimately, 
the study aims to provide sufficient information to make the best decision on a 
future project on Route 1 in Crystal City.” 

 

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route_1_multimodal_improvements_study.asp)
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route_1_multimodal_improvements_study.asp)


o At this time, no construction funding has been allocated, so this study will not 
set design or construction dates.  

 
o This study will be performed in close coordination with Arlington County staff 

and other local and regional stakeholders. 
 
We note that VDOT's language for the Study Scope has evolved: The slide from the first Task 
Force meeting states: “At-grade urban boulevard focus because it is unusual and extremely 
complex.”  However, the slides from the second Task Force meeting and the Public Meeting 
state: "Seeking to understand potential costs and issues/solutions for constructability and 
multimodal access." (p. 20, p. 9). The Livability22202 Working Group believes that the study 
scope is very important and that any changes to the scope during the course of the project 
should be highlighted and justified. We would like to ask VDOT why this part of the study scope 
was changed, and why is the study scope not on the VDOT main project webpage? 
 
VDOT Project Goals from the website are the following: 
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route_1_multimodal_improvements_stud
y.asp 

1. Safety: Improve multimodal safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, micro-mobility modes, 
transit and vehicles along and across Route 1 

2. Multimodal accessibility and accommodation: Increase multimodal accessibility and 
accommodation along and across Route 1 

3. Transit effectiveness: Make transit more accessible, reliable, and convenient 
4. Vehicular operations: Maintain an appropriate level of vehicular operation and 

accommodation along Route 1 and on intersecting streets: 15th Street, 18th Street, 20th 
Street, and 23rd Street: 

5. Environmental: Preserve, protect, or enhance the built, natural, visual, and social 
environments 

 
Livability22202 Comments on VDOT Project Goals: 

• Goal 1: Study should define the appropriate design speed to achieve safety. We 
recommend setting the maximum speed limit to 25mph along Route.   Speed Kills: Every 
5 MPH increase in speed increases the fatality and serious injury rates for bike-ped 
injuries significantly.  See this NHTSA report (look at tables on p. 12) and links from the 
Vision Zero Network site: https://visionzeronetwork.org/resources/safety-over-speed/   
Alexandria has lowered its speed limits to 25 along its sections of Route 1, and DC is 
moving towards Slow Streets (15 mph).   

• Goal 4: Add key parallel streets (Crystal Drive, Eads, Fern, Hayes, Joyce) to the 
maintenance of vehicular operations goal.  Traffic trend data reported in the DES 
Pentagon City traffic report show that traffic on these streets is increasing, and the 
community is concerned that Route 1 traffic will migrate to these parallel streets.  
Minimizing cut-through traffic is a priority of the Livability22202 community.  Study 
should determine appropriate level of peak hour traffic to be accommodated. 

• Goal 6: Urban Fabric: Integrate Route 1 with urban fabric of Crystal City and Pentagon 
City.  This new goal appears on VDOT’s slide presentations at meetings, but it does not 
appear on the project website.  The Livability22202 community would support this goal 
if it is added, as it supports our goal of connectivity throughout 22202. Please add to the 
website. 

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route_1_multimodal_improvements_study.asp
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route_1_multimodal_improvements_study.asp


Appendix B: Missing Information and Data in the Existing Conditions 
Presentation 
 
The VDOT Public Information Meeting No. 1 of December 16 was identified as a presentation of 
existing conditions in the project schedule. While we appreciate the inclusion of information 
from the VDOT survey, and a few slides showing crash data and average speeds, we assume that 
a much more complete set of existing conditions data has been collected in order to undertake 
this important work. We assume that this would include data for both vehicular and transit uses, 
historic patterns and growth trends, and expected development densities and assumptions for 
trip generation from area build-out. Livability22202 is interested in having the opportunity to 
review this data and develop an understanding of it in order to build our ability to support the 
results of the study.  
 
Recommendation: To this end, we request that VDOT provide us a list of data sets collected to 
date, including any existing conditions reports prepared by the consultant team, and follow up 
shortly with the full data distribution to the public.  
 

Traffic Data and Projections 
 
The volume of pedestrian and bicycle traffic is likely to grow substantially with completion of 
Amazon’s HQ2 housing 25,000 employees, many hundreds of which will likely live or arrive via 
VRE on the east side of Route 1 and need to cross the highway twice daily from home to work. 
Because the safety and convenience of east-west pedestrian, bicycle and transit traffic needing 
to cross Route 1 is of utmost importance, the study should provide data and assumptions for 
VRE and Metro ridership, and pedestrian flows from Crystal City to Amazon HQ2 and other 
commercial development west of Route 1. Ridership numbers at the Crystal City multi-modal 
center for Metro, buses, and other modes are needed. This analysis should include estimates of 
the signal cycle and phase lengths to accommodate pedestrian crossings if an at-grade strategy 
is pursued. 
 
With Arlington County in the process of updating the Pentagon City PDSP, we understand that a 
full set of transportation data and traffic modeling is under development in that study.  During 
the first meeting of the VDOT project Task Force, VDOT staff indicated that they would rely on 
County data for many of their traffic projections for the project, specifically data presented 
through the current and ongoing Pentagon City Planning Project. Livability22202 will be 
interested in seeing how the data from the county and VDOT studies overlap and mesh as we 
move forward. In the event additional data are necessary, VDOT should describe the strategy for 
the collection of such data. 
 
However, we have the following concerns about relying on the Pentagon City PDSP traffic study 
data: 

• The transportation modeling work was scheduled to be completed by the end of 2020, 
but it is not yet available.  Will it be available in time to be useful for the VDOT study?  If 
not, what will be used instead? 

• The DES transportation study contains lots of potentially useful data, although we 
disagree with some of the conclusions and analyses:  The conclusion about the impact of 
growth on traffic in 22202 stated on p. 30:  "These figures suggest that during the last 40 



years, the planned and centralized development around our Metrorail stations is not 
significantly impacting daily traffic flow within the historically single-family 
neighborhoods located in 22202."  This conclusion only focuses on traffic patterns on 
23rd Street and on Arlington Ridge Road. The Table on p.58, with traffic trends at 5-year 
intervals from 1989-2019, shows significant increases, almost doubling in some cases, 
for Fern, Hayes, Joyce, and Crystal Drive; and Eads between Fort Scott and 23rd. These 
charts also show significant increases: Crystal Drive p. 73, Hayes/Joyce p. 74, and 
Eads/Fern p. 75.  These are all streets that the community feels may be further 
impacted by cut-through traffic with proposed changes to the Route 1 design.   The 
increased use of these neighborhood streets has been addressed with DES in recent 
years although no solutions have been articulated by Arlington County to our 
knowledge.  

• The DES transportation study does not include data on where drivers are coming from 
or where they are going – essential information for Route 1 traffic projections. These 
data exist however and should be included in the VDOT study. For example, a recently 
released MMTIA report, for the 2001 S. Clark development, includes TAD data on origins 
and destinations for commuting traffic: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/wp-
content/uploads/sites/31/2020/12/MMTIA-CrystalPlaza1-Aug2020-Draft.pdf (see pp. 
68-69). 

 

Safety Data 
 
VDOT project staff presented a summary of crash data for Route 1 for 2015-2020 during the 
second Task Force meeting and the Public Meeting.  We look forward to the release of the full 
report, as the summary provided insufficient information. The initial summary gives us little 
confidence that the project team is seriously analyzing the safety impacts associated with 
exposing the high volumes of vulnerable road users that cross under Route One to 
interactions with tens of thousands more drivers on the Route 1 through-lanes. 
 
Specific safety data and analyses that we hope to see in conjunction with this study include: 

• Volumes of pedestrians and bicyclists traversing the midblock portions of 12th and 18th 
Streets, which are currently grade-separated from Route One motor vehicle traffic. 

• A crash forecast for a new at-grade intersection at 18th Street S using Highway Safety 
Manual methods. 

• Actual speed data for all street segments on or intersecting with Route One. 
 
We also encourage VDOT staff to review other sources, such as the County Vision Zero recently 
released critical crash analysis report and  2019 Annual Crash Report that show that 22202 
continues to be a high crash area, especially for our most vulnerable road users.  These data and 
analyses should be included in VDOT’s own safety analysis for project alternatives.  Some 
highlights from these reports are: 

• Pedestrians are our most vulnerable crash victims:  While crashes involving pedestrians 
make up only about 5% of all crashes, pedestrian crashes make up almost a quarter of 
critical crashes and over half of fatal crashes. This data affirms that when a pedestrian is 
involved in a crash, their injury is much more likely to be severe. 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2020/12/MMTIA-CrystalPlaza1-Aug2020-Draft.pdf
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2020/12/MMTIA-CrystalPlaza1-Aug2020-Draft.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2020/09/Systemic-Analysis-Exec-Summary.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2020/09/FINAL-2019_Annual-Report-Final.pdf


• Pedestrians are not safe crossing at intersections: Half of all pedestrian crashes in 2019 
were crossing with a signal at an intersection (p. 23). In more than a third of severe 
pedestrian crashes, the driver was making a left turn (p. 4 analysis) 

• Bicyclists made up about 2% of all reported crashes but 8% of serious crashes.  90% of 
reported cyclist crashes had injuries (p. 25).  In 44% of critical bike crashes, the driver 
was making a right turn (p. 5 analysis). 

• 22202 is a high crash neighborhood, with the highest number of crashes at one 
intersection in the County (Army-Navy at South Hayes, p. 27).  We also have a high 
number of pedestrian crashes (p. 28) and cyclist crashes (p. 39 in our area and have bike 
and pedestrian intersections tied for second place for crashes (S. Fern and 15th; S. Joyce 
and 15th).  Pentagon City alone had five critical pedestrian crashes, all of which involved 
large trucks (p. 4 and p. 7 analysis) 

• Speed kills:  Speed-related crashes made up about a quarter (26%) of critical crashes 
compared to 21% of overall (p. 5 analysis). 

• Larger vehicles cause more severe injuries:  23% of crashes with severe injuries involved 
turning large trucks (p. 4 analysis) 

 

Study Process and Parameters 
 
We appreciate that VDOT pledged during its December 16th information meeting that its 
feasibility study would “provide sufficient information to make the best decision on a future 
project on Route 1 in Crystal City.”  Likewise, we are pleased that the study will include an 
“analysis of existing configuration and analysis of concepts presented in the Crystal City Sector 
Plan,” while exploring the feasibility of an at-grade urban boulevard [along with the] potential 
costs and issues/solutions for constructability and multimodal access. This will enable the 22202 
community and Arlington County to formulate informed conclusions about the future of Route 
1.  
 
We trust that there will be a formulation of alternatives for consideration, and recognition that 
the nature of the modeling undertaken to evaluate them will be critical to the outcome of the 
study. Options will include the selection of design concepts for Route 1 as a whole, as well as 
concepts for individual intersections and cross streets. We assume that critical projections for 
future traffic volumes, peak hour volumes, transit use, and modal splits will be developed. And 
we trust that these predictions and/or assumptions will be shared promptly with the public 
during the early stages of the study rather than at its end, or worse, not at all. While we are 
aware that sharing this information about the future requires a little more effort from your 
consultant team up-front, we believe that it will save time overall and build public trust in the 
results of the study. 
 
Given the limited time available for the December 16th public presentation, we recognize that it 
would have been difficult to provide any level of detail that would allow the stakeholder 
community to obtain a complete picture of the study’s progress to date. However, the project 
timeline provided on page 10 of the presentation indicated that “Data Collection and Review” 
had been completed, and that both the “Multi-modal Transportation Analysis,” and the 
“Concept Planning (Alternatives Development)” were underway.  Accordingly, we submit that it 
is critical that VDOT share with the community as soon as possible all materials developed to 
date rather than just provide the cursory overview during the public meeting.  Hence, we would 



appreciate VDOT’s making available to Livability22202’s representatives the full existing 
conditions report and a full description of both the Multimodal Transportation Analysis and the 
Concept Planning Alternatives Development as soon as possible, certainly well in advance of the 
next scheduled public workshop in March. 
 
We assume that modeling of the alternative design concepts will be based on identified 
alternative assumptions for future traffic based on a range of projections for peak hour loads, 
transit utilization, and changes in commuting patterns. As the traffic modeling exercise 
advances, in order to properly compare the alternatives described in the study’s scope, the 
vehicular circulation performance for each alternative will be based on a range of future growth 
scenarios, including modal splits, transit utilization, peak hour load shifting, and levels of service. 
The performance of the alternatives under different growth and use scenarios should be 
provided for comparison, and results should not lead to the automatic rejection of a specific 
alternative if it fails to satisfy a predetermined level of service or performance. Nor should a 
single estimate of traffic volumes in future conditions be utilized, since the likelihood of 
substantial changes in vehicular utilization is high. For instance, despite plans to reduce parking 
available to 22202 residents and commuters, and while ownership and use of personal vehicles 
may decline in coming years, the advent, cost and convenience of automated vehicles (AVs) 
could lead to an increase in overall growth of vehicular traffic on existing roadways, particularly 
given the COG’s prediction that as the area’s population grows in the coming years, the percent 
of commuters traveling to work in single-occupancy vehicles will remain what it has been. .  The 
potential for significant impacts on community roadways as a result of apparently minor use 
changes was evidenced by the recent use of a parking area on for a ride hailing vehicle staging 
lot for National Airport.  Also possible, the future use of AVs and subscription services could lead 
to an overall reduction in vehicle-miles-travelled. The study should include assumptions based 
on these predictions. 
 
Thus, the process should reveal differences in levels of performance on an order of magnitude 
basis, for the different concepts and different assumptions, including about future transit 
growth and utilization. The study should also identify problem areas or specific challenges 
requiring solutions for a select set of options, since points of failure for a particular concept 
might be limited to a discreet set of issues and have the potential to be solved through relatively 
minor adjustments to the plans. And finally, in addition to modeling the vehicular performance 
of the various alternatives, the process will also need to develop tools to aid the community in 
visualizing, assessing and predicting pedestrian and bicycle populations, urban design, and 
potential development and population growth in 22202. 
 
To allow full evaluation of concepts Livability22202 requests that the study process and 
modeling be able to document where delays and potential traffic back-ups could occur. For 
instance, given the potential growth of Route 1 traffic traveling daily to and from Amazon’s HQ2 
and other 22202 destinations in the coming years, the capacity of existing ramps connecting 
Route 1 to 15th Street should be evaluated, along with the possibility that traffic could queue 
from these ramps back onto the highway.  Indeed, it will be critical for VDOT and the County to 
develop a collaborative process for coordinating the timing of traffic signals to alleviate back-up 
congestion of vehicles exiting the highway and entering the local street network.  
 
A primary concern of the 22202 community is the potential for traffic to divert from Route 1 into 
the neighborhoods during peak travel periods and even other times of day. Any congestion in 



the Route 1 corridor could well induce commuter traffic to divert onto narrow local residential 
streets creating safety hazards and compromising livability of 22202 neighborhoods. The traffic 
modeling in the study should identify assumptions regarding such spillover traffic, and any 
street network assumptions or modifications that can be used to mitigate these types of 
impacts.   
 
In addition, given the community growth underway, it is likely that Arlington County Public 
Schools (APS) will build a new elementary school somewhere in Crystal City or Pentagon City in 
the coming years. The utility of that new school will be significantly hindered if an at-grade 
Route 1 limits the walkshed, while parents will understandably be reluctant to allow children to 
cross any at-grade Route 1 intersection on foot. This study must learn how APS safety policies 
and practices would treat hypothetical walksheds, given the intersection concepts included in 
the current alternatives. 
 
The study process should also recognize prior commitments made to the community concerning 
traffic.  A key part of building and sustaining trust during these studies is to attend to these prior 
commitments, else risk devaluing this present and future studies.  The study should include 
review of the Crystal City Sector Plan transportation implementation actions, in particular Action 
20, with regard to Arlington County commitments on 22202 neighborhood traffic impacts 
resulting from development in Crystal City and determine how this present study and 
subsequent plans will be in accord with these prior commitments. 
 
Traffic modelling of future conditions must also include consideration of a continuous direct 
parallel Clark/Bell Street corridor. Several recent development transportation analyses have 
omitted the planned realignment of Clark Street north of 15th Street S, to install a four-way 
intersection at 15th Street S, as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan. As a part of the process, 
the community expects that consideration of the alternative concepts will include evaluation of 
costs, such that improvements which are relatively more expensive or cheaper to implement 
can be compared to the benefits derived, including open space and revenue that could be 
achieved from added development opportunities.  
 
The considerations of the alternatives and traffic estimates should include discussion of the 
potential for the future conditions not aligning with those estimates.  The discussion should 
include both broad strategies to accommodate those differences as well as a commitment to 
take action. 
 
Finally, the process should provide documentation of construction feasibility for the various 
alternatives. Construction phasing and durations should be shown such that the community can 
evaluate differences in disruption to surrounding businesses and neighbors between the 
different approaches. 
 
 

 
 
 

  

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/15th-street-clark-bell-street-realignment/


Appendix C: Clarification of VDOT Study Concepts 
 
In addition to asking for consideration of the community concepts described in Attachment D, 
Livability22202 requests that VDOT recognizes the importance of clearly defining the 
parameters for each of VDOT alternative to ensure the community understands what is under 
consideration. To this end, the following descriptions document current Livability22202 
understanding of what the three VDOT configurations consist of: 
 

Alternative 1: At-Grade Urban Boulevard 
 
Livability22202 is aware that there are tradeoffs that are worthy of examination in studying the 
At-Grade Urban Boulevard Concept. Building a more typical urban street with lower speeds, and 
providing more regular intersections with cross streets, has the potential to improve the overall 
vehicular network and efficiently spread turning movements and volumes across multiple 
intersections, rather than concentrating added movements at more limited access points, as 
occurs with 15th Street currently. And the potential to transform Route 1 into an important main 
street within 22202, with buildings fronting on a boulevard, retail, wide sidewalks, and extensive 
tree planting, could provide a positive, generational transformation of the community. Our 
community is interested in finding solutions that improve sustainability, enhance walking and 
bicycling, and provide urban design advantages that will enhance the long-term economic 
health of 22202 and all of Arlington, when considering potential changes to Route 1. 
 
As part of the At-Grade Urban Boulevard concept, Livability22202 recommends that the physical 
design of Route 1 will be just as important as the determination and modeling of vehicular 
capacity, number of lanes, and turning movements. Our understanding is that the street cross 
sections included in the Crystal City Sector Plan, and the National Landing BID At-Grade 
Boulevard Concept study would form the basis for the design to be studied.  
Recommendation:  VDOT should provide a detailed conceptual plan early on in the analysis to 
explain the basis of the study, including the baseline concepts for number of travel lanes, the 
omission of bicycle lanes, median strips, and turning movements at intersections.  
 
Livability22202 has as a primary concern for ensuring pedestrian and bicycle safety with any at-
grade concept. As most Route 1 crashes involving these people occur at existing at-grade 
intersections, the community is concerned that dropping Route 1 to grade and creating 
additional signalized intersections will reduce overall pedestrian and cyclist safety unless 
significant measures to mitigate hazards are added. 
 
The following concepts to enhance the At-Grade Urban Boulevard alternative are suggested for 
discussion with the community, and potential inclusion in the VDOT modeling and study (we 
also note that many of these concepts for the At-Grade Boulevard are generally applicable to all 
concepts we have included here):  
 

• Create a bike-ped "tunnel" parallel to 18th street to provide safe passage below Route 
1. This below-grade passage should be considered for the possibility to tie directly to the 
existing below-grade Metro mezzanine, and in effect provide a Metro entrance and exit 
on the west side of Route 1. But unlike a traditional Metro entrance, it should be 



studied for the possibility to ramp down at an ADA compliant slope, include bicycle 
lanes, and the potential to tie into a large bicycle parking facility at Metro 

• Lower speed limits to at least 25mph (see Speed kills above) 

• Provide well-lit facilities throughout (note traffic crashes in darkness) 

• Provide protected intersections (also consider new style being used on Army-Navy CS 
project) 

• Provide protected bike lanes, both along Route 1, and for intersecting streets, as was 
proposed by the National Landing BID 

• Allow parking on Route 1, at least in "off hours", to calm traffic, increase pedestrian 
safety and commercial benefits 

• Utilize leading pedestrian Interval signals - we need a head start to avoid being hit by 
turning vehicles 

• Provide pedestrian-priority signal timing during off-peak hours 

• Utilize adaptive signal control systems to monitor traffic flows in real time and adjust 
signals for pedestrian and bicycle movements, including during peak hour periods. 
These signal control systems, including those on Route 1, should be connected to the 
local county traffic operations control, to enable the real-time management of traffic 
during special events, disasters, or evacuation orders. 

• Create a publicly available dashboard showing traffic metrics for the Route 1 corridor 
area, combining both VDOT and Arlington County traffic data 

• Implement shorter cycle lengths to decrease waiting time for crossing peds/cyclists 
(unlike Route 1 and 23rd) 

• Separately signalize ALL turns (no right on red) 

• Implement automated speed and red-light running enforcement 

• Develop effective strategies for enforcement, including locations where space may be 
provided such that enforcement may be safely conducted during rush hours 

• Automatic pedestrian recall buttons, which also supports cyclists 

• Prohibit U-turns 

• Sufficient crossing time for vulnerable pedestrians 
 
A significant degree of community concern with the At-Grade Urban Boulevard concept is 
related to the intersection of 18th Street and Route 1, and potential impacts to bus movements, 
and pedestrian and bicycle access to Metro and to and through Crystal City. We believe that this 
location will require significant effort to show feasibility of existing transit-oriented uses in any 
new configuration associated with the at-grade boulevard concepts. In addition, the At-Grade 
Urban Boulevard concept should focus on providing significant pedestrian and bicycle comfort 
and safety improvements at the 20th and 23rd Street intersections, which are already grade-level, 
but currently are completely inhospitable to pedestrian use and urban qualities. 
 

Alternative 2: Existing Elevated Route 1 
 
Livability22202 agrees that the consideration of alternatives for Route 1 will benefit from a 
comparison to the existing conditions of the elevated roadway. Even though the concept of 
representing existing conditions appears to be the most straight-forward, we have numerous 
questions about the baseline assumptions for this concept. It will be important for VDOT to 
clarify these issues such that the community is able to have faith in “apples-to-apples” 
comparisons between different alternatives. The following issues require explication: 



 

• What changes, if any, are envisioned for the street system at the 18th Street Metro 
entrance in this concept, including bus bays, and pedestrian and bicycle circulation?  

• Will the study of the “Existing Elevated Route 1” include multi-modal enhancements at 
Metro, as well as other multi-modal enhancements? 

• Does the study of the Existing Elevated Route 1 envision any changes for the at-grade 
portions of the roadway south of 18th Street, including modifications to the 20th and 23rd 
Street intersections, as envisioned in the CCSP?  

• Arlington County has already begun to implement changes to Route 1 at 23rd Street as 
envisioned in the CCSP, primarily in the form of its work on the Block M Plan and the 
2000 and 2001 South Bell site plan application. These two plans show changes to Clark-
Bell Street that are consistent with the CCSP and imply eventual implementation of the 
at-grade boulevard concept for Route 1 between 18th and 23rd Streets. VDOT should 
clarify the configuration for Route 1 that will be utilized in the Existing Elevated Route 1 
concept and subsequent traffic modeling. 

• Similarly, VDOT should clarify any changes envisioned at the Route 1 and 15th Street 
intersection that might be possible or advantageous in the Existing Elevated Route 1 
concept, especially in consideration of the work that has already been completed for 
some of the ramp removals. What is the vehicular and urban configuration of this area 
that is feasible and desirable under the Existing Elevated Route 1 concept? 

 

Alternative 3: Crystal City Sector Plan Concept 
 
Livability22202 is pleased that the CCSP Route 1 concept will be studied as part of the VDOT 
effort. This will provide a valuable comparison of costs and benefits between the three concepts 
under consideration. And we note that while the CCSP calls for the transformation of Route 1 
into an attractive “urban corridor,” it does not call for the elimination of the existing overpasses 
and dropping the roadway to an “at-grade” configuration. 
 
The Crystal City Sector Plan provides some relatively clear direction for Route 1 modifications 
from 18th Street south, including the following: 
 
Overall Vision 

• (Route 1) will become an attractive urban boulevard and unifying element of Crystal 
City. The laneage [sic] and capacity of this regional connector (Type F) roadway will be 
maintained, but not expanded. Its environment will be improved with new buildings and 
streetscapes that address the street.  

• (Route 1) will generally have 140’ to 160’ between building faces. Grade separations at 
12th, 15th, and 18th Streets will remain, although the plan includes a reconfigured, 
more urban interchange at 15th Street. Between 20th and 26th Streets the street would 
remain at grade, and south of 26th Street traffic would be trenched under a newly 
created National Circle, with service roadways that provide access to the airport with 
ramps connecting to the roadway’s through travel lanes. The design and operations of 
the circle must continue to accommodate commercial vehicle access to and from the 
airport, as this is its only permitted access point (Crystal City Sector Plan, page 61). 

 
Route 1 at 15th Street – grade-separated with center ramps 



• As a long-term objective, the outboard ramps at 15th Street are reconfigured to a 
tighter inboard configuration, which also contributes land to the new blocks. This 
restructuring of ramps also permits the new Clark-Bell Street to form a through 
intersection at 15th Street, eliminating the need for the loop, and freeing land for a 
reconfiguration of 15th Street to include area for a Garden Park (Crystal City Sector Plan 
p.49).  

• By relocating ramps to the middle of (Route 1), new buildings will be able to front 
directly onto the boulevard, creating a grand tree-lined urban boulevard. (p. 34) 

 
Route 1 at 18th Street – grade-separated without ramps or vehicular connections 

• Additional major transportation improvements include a new multi-modal station near 
Clark-Bell and 18th Streets, that would connect Metrorail with the surface transitway, 
commuter and local buses, and pedestrians and bicyclists.  

 
Route 1 between 20th and 18th Streets 

• Becomes a six-lane boulevard making it a more unifying element of the Crystal City 
public realm (p. 36).  

• Will be modified into a six-lane boulevard with landscaped sidewalks and median 
making it a unifying feature of Crystal City. (p. 34)  

  
Route 1 at 20th Street – at-grade intersection 

• 20th Street will be a retail-oriented mixed-use arterial street (Type A) that connects 
Crystal Drive with Eads Street, crossing Route 1 at grade. Its alignment would generally 
remain the same. 20th Street will be an important entry point into the heart of Crystal 
City given its adjacency and orientation to the new Center Park. 

• 20th Street will generally have a right-of way dimension of 100’ between building faces. 
This dimension provides sufficient space for two travel lanes and one parking lane in 
each direction, and wide sidewalks. 20th Street is also envisioned as a lively retail street, 
an expansion of the Crystal Drive and Underground retail nearby. 

 
Route 1 at 23rd Street - at-grade intersection 

• In Crystal City 23rd Street will be a retail oriented mixed-use arterial street (Type A).  
East of Route 1, the roadway will be reconfigured by removing the center median and 
accommodating two-way travel in the southern half of the existing right-of way. The 
realignment of Clark-Bell Street and new intersection with 23rd Street will simplify the 
intersection with Route 1, improving its overall performance.  These changes will also 
help create a new 23rd Street market plaza and pocket park at the northwest corner of 
the Crystal Drive and 23rd Street. Ground floor retail will expand upon the strong retail 
presence already in the area. The general guidance for the 23rd Street cross-section 
includes a building face to building face dimension of 110’. This dimension would 
provide sufficient space for a wide sidewalk, parking lane, bicycle lane, and two travel 
lanes in each direction (p. 61) 

 

• In order to properly evaluate the Crystal City Sector Plan Route 1 concept, we believe a 
number of issues merit discussion and resolution, including more detail about the 
design of the elevated portion of Route 1 as envisioned in the sector plan (with 
sidewalks and active building frontages on the elevated boulevard), the 15th Street 



ramps relocated at the center of the R.O.W, and the configuration of the at-grade 
portion of the boulevard south of 18th Street. Additional details for this concept are 
needed in order to realistically evaluate the concept in line with the study scope and 
goals. 

• The community believes that implementation of the CCSP concepts for Route 1 could 
include design concepts that would significantly enhance the safety and friendliness of 
existing underpasses, which essentially function as bridges, and thereby enhance 
“connectivity” between and within 22202's urban community which exists on both sides 
of the Route 1 moat. And as indicated in our proposals for “hybrid” concepts below, we 
believe there is merit in considering a combination of the CCSP concepts with additional 
ideas for at-grade segments. We also note that the CCSP concept provides new 
development opportunities at 15th Street, with the plan showing several locations for 
new development if the on/off ramps at 15th Street are moved to the center of Route 1 
(see CCSP Fig 3.3.15 Northwest Gateway, p. 41). 

 
 
 
  



Appendix D: Livability22202 Alternative Concepts 
 
The following concepts to enhance the Crystal City Sector Plan alternative are suggested for 
discussion with the community, and potential inclusion in the VDOT study. The VDOT Public 
Information Meeting No. 1 of December 16 presentation notes on page seven that “the current 
Route 1 feasibility study will examine at-grade, existing elevated, and Sector Plan 
configurations.” With three concepts recognized in the scope, we provide comments in 
Appendix C on each of these, in the order listed in the presentation. In addition, we also request 
consideration of one or more additional concepts combining elements of all three options, 
which we describe here first as “Livability22202 Alternative Concepts.” 
 
Due to the unprecedented opportunity to realize redevelopment of the National Landing area, 
in conjunction with Amazon’s new HQ2, Livability22202 believes that the opportunity exists to 
achieve transformational changes to Route 1 that further Arlington’s environmental 
sustainability, affordable housing, transit utilization, and economic development goals. Given 
this once in a generation opportunity, Livability22202 recommends that consideration be given 
to additional concepts for changes to Route 1 that can potentially meet all project goals. This is 
the time to consider best practices and forward-thinking alternatives, and test them for 
feasibility, cost, and implementation potential. In the first VDOT Task Force meeting, VDOT itself 
recognized that the study scope is of significant importance, stating that the "At-grade focus …. 
is extremely unusual and extremely complex" (Slide 8, p. 13 of PDF).   
 

Focus on Safety 
 
All of the Livability22202 concepts included below focus on ensuring safe and high-quality 
pedestrian, transit, and bicycle conditions at all intersections, and especially at 18th Street.  We 
strongly recommend keeping 18th Street separate from Route 1 as the best way to ensure bike-
ped safety. These concepts offer ways to accomplish this through urban design enhancements, 
such as including retail or occupied space underneath any portions of Route 1 that remain 
elevated. Several of the ideas focus on leaving Route 1 elevated at 18th Street, following the 
CCSP, with varying proposals ranging from limited to more extensive alterations. Alternatively, 
another set of ideas offered by the community maintains a pedestrian focus at 18th Street by 
proposing an underpass either for Route 1 or 18th Street. 
 
Residents have noted a general fact that no matter what mode of transportation they take they 
are currently safer with Route 1 overhead than having to cross it at grade.  As one resident 
poignantly noted:  
 

My concern is a possible increase in wayward traffic on parallel streets because of 
drivers’ frustrations with the new Route 1 design - and this would increase my risk as a 
pedestrian as I need to cross these parallel streets. For example, even now at Fern Street, 
I often wait while more than a dozen vehicles whiz by me before someone will stop or 
there is a gap in traffic - I am a human speed bump! 

 

Support Crystal City Multimodal Center 
 



All hybrid concepts described here are intended to support the Crystal City Multimodal Center, 
which stretches along 18th Street from Crystal Drive on the east to Eads Street on the west as 
well as along Bell between 15th and 18th. This section of 18th, currently passing under current 
Route 1, provides commuter, ART, Metroway, and WMATA bus stops and bus layover spots for 
our region, hotel jitney stops, PUDO stops, on-street micro-mobile parking, and Capital 
Bikeshare stations, along with the current Crystal City Metro entrance. 

• It will be critical to plan for this important and convenient transit connectivity if Route 1 
is brought down to grade (see YouTube video that illustrates what is currently located 
there:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkv7HuVVx8Q ).  

• Supporting the success of the Crystal City Multimodal Center supports Goals 2 and 3 of 
the VDOT study for Multimodal accessibility and accommodation: Increase multimodal 
accessibility and accommodation along and across Route 1; and Transit effectiveness: 
Make transit more accessible, reliable, and convenient. 

 

Risk of Off Ramps on 18th 
 
The prospect of having 18th Street between Route 1 and Crystal Drive serve as an “off ramp” for 
a large portion of the traffic coming from Route 1 to Crystal City would be detrimental to transit 
at the Crystal City Multimodal Center. This area will have a high degree of pedestrian use in the 
near future, with two Metro entrances, the multiple bus stops on Clark-Bell and in the 
underpass, pedestrian traffic related to VRE and CC2DCA, new retail attractions with a grocery 
and theater north of 18th Street, and the new Waterpark (plus trail head) east of Crystal Drive. 
Protection of pedestrian and transit users here is critical and increased vehicular traffic from 
Route 1 would likely be detrimental to overall multimodal goals. Livability22202 recommends 
that the majority of drivers of private vehicles should continue to use 15th Street and a 
reconfigured 20th Street.  
 

Let’s Design It Right! 
 
Recognizing this opportunity, and the need to take full advantage of this “unusual and complex” 
project, Livability22202 offers the following concepts, on a preliminary basis, for discussion and 
consideration as we move forward with the study (note that for purposes of this discussion, 
12th Street is assumed to remain with Route 1 configured as an overpass above the local street). 
We encourage consideration of these alternative solutions for Route 1 in the study area, and 
also encourage expansion of the analysis and recommendations to address all of Route 1 in 
22202 - from 12th Street to the Alexandria border (with close coordination of plans with 
Alexandria).   
 

Livability22202 Alternative A: At-Grade Boulevard Refinements 
 
Notwithstanding our concerns regarding safety and convenience, Livability22202 believes that 
the At-Grade Boulevard concept might offer a number of opportunities for refinements and 
enhancements that would make it more consistent with community goals. These are described 
here and are suggested as an additive set of possibilities, and not mutually exclusive.  
 
Linear Park 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkv7HuVVx8Q%20


The urban boulevard concept could be configured to provide a meaningful linear park along the 
entire north-south length of Route 1. This park could serve as a continuous pedestrian and 
bicycle circulation zone to link the National Landing area from Glebe Road on the south to 12th 
Street on the north and is consistent with Livability22202 plans for open space and 
sustainability. The open space elements could be located within the median of Route 1 and 
could also include a combination of open spaces located in the median and at one side or the 
other of the boulevard. While inclusion of a linear park in the median or along the side of the 
Route 1 boulevard could potentially widen the Route 1 R.O.W. and lengthen crossing times for 
pedestrian and cyclists, such a concept may have enough advantages to merit these 
compromises. The community has considered the following issues and features for a linear park 
coupled with the urban boulevard concept: 
 
Although an attractive traffic-slowing median strip as modest as the one on Connecticut Avenue 
north of K Street or even a wider tree-filled median strip, with additional trees planted along the 
outer roadway edges wherever possible would create a boulevard, our goal is to create a real, 
useable linear park with these characteristics: 
 

• Wide, lush/sustainable, walkable ped median (with seating), ideally a shared use path  
• Must be paired with a low design speed for the Route 1 boulevard 

• Park visitors must be able to safely travel to and from the linear park, in addition to 
safely crossing Route 1. 

 
Pedestrian Underpasses 
In addition to the linear park, Livability22202 has considered the idea that well-conceived and 
designed pedestrian underpasses could also be key elements that would make an at-grade 
boulevard more viable.  While the 23rd Street underpass was recently closed and had a number 
of problems, a narrower Route 1 R.O.W. could be coupled with pedestrian, and potentially 
bicycle, underpasses at 18th and 23rd Streets, in particular, to improve safety and transit 
accessibility. To be of value for consideration, pedestrian and bicycle underpasses should 
achieve the following: 
 

• Underpass cannot conflict with the Underground route 

• Underpass grade should meet ADA guidelines 

• Underpass should be wide enough for users to pass each other comfortably 

• Underpass should be well-lit, safe, and clean 
 

Livability22202 Alternative B: At-grade 15th Street and Elevated 18th Street 
 
This concept can be considered as a hybrid between an at-grade boulevard and the elevated 
road envisioned in the CCSP (and existing today). In essence, an at-grade urban boulevard could 
be established throughout the length of Route 1, with regular urban intersections at 15th, 20th 
and 23rd Streets, and a grade separated condition at 18th Street only.  
 
The 18th Street elevation could potentially be lowered slightly from its current condition 
(although this could require that the Underground “daylight” at a lowered 18th Street and 
would need coordination with plans for the future Underground), with a corresponding raising 
of Route 1. Rebuilding the Route 1 structure over 18th Street offers the opportunity to redesign 



it to eliminate the obtrusive center pier, give more vertical space underneath, and even redesign 
the bridge itself to be a signature architectural feature, rather than its current utilitarian 
drabness. 
 
A rebuilt Route 1 structure over 18th Street could even incorporate retail space into rebuilt 
abutments. This would bring a welcoming atmosphere to the under-bridge spaces. It could also 
include retail frontage facing onto the expanded open space at the Crystal City Metro (with the 
removal of the remnant Clark Street overpass abutment), which could host any number of 
complementary uses, such as the County’s Commuter Store. With a reconstructed 1800 Bell 
Street building, and the removal of the old Clark Street abutment, a small retail alley could be 
created between 1800 Bell and the retail spaces under the Route 1 abutment, that meets the 
Route 1 streetscape at-grade by the current Hilton hotel property. 
 
Alternative B offers the following pros and cons: 
 

• 18th Street can maintain its focus on transit requirements and safety for all modes of 
transportation 

• Grade transitions between Route 1 and 18th Street could provide urban design 
opportunities for unique building and landscape elements that signify the importance of 
the location as a transit center 

• Urban boulevard can be created along the entire length of Route 1 

• A higher overpass would support a lower Route 1 design speed through increased slope 

• 15th Street at grade can fulfill opportunities for new development as envisioned in the 
boulevard concept 

 

Livability22202 Alternative C: Route 1 Underpasses – “Little Dig” 
 
Given the extensive overall scope of the project and the benefits that will be derived, 
Livability22202 strongly recommends that opportunities for undergrounding portions of Route 1 
be examined in the study. This undergrounding could consist of underpasses at selected 
intersections such as 18th and 23rd Streets and would be similar to what is proposed in the 
CCSP for “National Circle.” With Route 1 underpasses at 23rd and 18th Streets, the concept 
would essentially create limited-delay through-lanes similar to what is found in the District of 
Columbia and other cities. For example, at many of the historic L’Enfant circles in Washington, 
thru traffic is carried below-grade and local traffic uses the at-grade street network. 
 
Recognizing the potential of construction difficulties adjacent to the Metro tunnel that lies 
below 18th Street, passing Route 1 beneath 18th Street would offer the perfect solution to all 
stakeholder wants and needs. Safe east-west movement and transit operations would be 
preserved, Route 1 frontage would be daylit, and an 18th Street S structure could provide 
enhanced spaces for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 
In addition, at 23rd Street South, passing Route 1 through-traffic under a single-point 
intersection at-grade (similar to the CCSP configuration for Route 1 and 15th, except with an 
underpass instead of an overpass) would solve the substantial queuing and pedestrian safety 
issues at the existing intersection, and its close-by Eads and 23rd neighbor. Considering a 



roundabout for this intersection of 23rd Street and Route 1 entering/exiting traffic could provide 
further traffic and safety benefits. 
 
Combining this underpass concept at 23rd Street with the underpass design envisioned in the 
CCSP for the Airport Access Road, would create an exciting opportunity to create an open space 
deck between 23rd Street and the Airport Access Rd, over a new Route 1 through-lane trench. 
This is now among the worst streetscapes in the area, with the traffic and safety problems at 
23rd, and a huge ugly overpass blocking any reasonable redevelopment ideas south of 23rd Street 
anywhere in its vicinity. This concept would solve side-street traffic issues, create far-safer 
pedestrian crossings, create a brand-new open space in what is now wasteland, and open up 
myriad redevelopment opportunities. 
  

Livability22202 Alternative D: “Big Dig” 
 
The opportunity to underground a more substantial portion of Route 1 should also be examined 
in the study. To make this practical, Livability22202 recommends that a concept to provide 
reversible, peak-hour express lanes for through traffic be explored. This concept would consist 
of an at-grade boulevard from approximately 23rd Street south, but with three to four 
reversible express lanes located below grade for the entire length of Route 1 from south of 23rd 
Street to resurfacing north of 15th Street and transitioning to the 12th Street overpass. The 
express lanes could be located directly below an at-grade boulevard accommodating local 
traffic. This concept should allow an overall narrower street R.O.W than the 140- to 160-foot 
R.O.W. envisioned in the CCSP, and as such could potentially offset part or all of the additional 
cost of the concept by capturing more land area for commercial development. This concept for 
below-grade express lanes could offer some significant urban design and safety advantages, and 
even if Arlington County and VDOT are reluctant to consider such an alternative, now is the time 
to make an effort to give it a fair evaluation in order to smooth the process for implementing 
other concepts should a “Big Dig” solution prove to be infeasible. 
 

Livability22202 Alternative E: One-way Pair 
 
Given the large land area that the Route 1 ramp complex currently occupies at 15th Street, 
there is potentially an opportunity to split Route 1 into a pair of one-way streets in this area, 
with provision of developable area between the two streets. This concept would improve 
pedestrian and bicycle safety at this area by creating two narrow streets with smaller curb-to-
curb widths at each one-way street than the overall curb-to-curb width of the urban boulevard. 
With the land area available approximately matching the Wilson Boulevard/Clarendon 
Boulevard one-way pair at Highland Street, the urban design characteristics could be similar to 
this area by the Clarendon Metro. This condition is also similar to the existing Route 1 condition 
as it passes through Old Town Alexandria.  
 

Livability22202 Alternative F: Re-envisioned Elevated Route 1 
 
Consider replacing the big embankments that the highway is built upon with a viaduct structure 
design that permits open space and/or retail spaces under the roadway. While this variation 
may not address developer concerns over the elevated roadway, placing the elevated roadway 
on a structural pile base rather than an embankment introduces the possibility of activating 



spaces beneath it with shaded open space, and retail or other building uses. A new elevated 
highway structure could also incorporate context-sensitive design architecture that allows it to 
complement the view, rather than mar it. This concept potentially has some similarities to the 
Alternative 3: Crystal City Sector Plan Concept that we understand is being analyzed in the VDOT 
study, as we have noted in our Appendix C which clarifies our understanding of the VDOT study 
alternatives. 
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February 23, 2021

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Mike Pickford, Scott Miles, and Carol Fuller - Livability22202 

   

FROM: Dan Reinhard - VDOT 

 

SUBJECT: Route 1 Multimodal Corridor Improvements 

  VDOT Proj. # 0001-000-894, UPC 115882 

 

This is a response to your letter and appendices dated January 11, 2021 containing comments on 

the Route 1 Multimodal Study.  The comment stem from the public meeting held on December 

16, 2020.  The responses to those comments are as follows:   

 

Community Goals and Priorities: 

 

1. A list of community goals and priorities was provided.   

 

Response:  VDOT agrees with these goals 

   

2. “VDOT's language for the Study Scope has evolved: The slide from the first Task 

Force meeting states: “At-grade urban boulevard focus because it is unusual and 

extremely complex.”  However, the slides from the second Task Force meeting and 

the Public Meeting state: "Seeking to understand potential costs and issues/solutions 

for constructability and multimodal access." (p. 20, p. 9). The Livability22202 

Working Group believes that the study scope is very important and that any 

changes to the scope during the course of the project should be highlighted and 

justified. We would like to ask VDOT why this part of the study scope was changed, 

and why is the study scope not on the VDOT main project webpage? 

 

Response:  The different language does not change the scope.  It provides additional detail 

with respect to the complexities of a conversion from grade separated to at-grade, or from 

existing to the Sector Plan option. 

 

3. Expand the scope to include more of Crystal City and Pentagon City to identify if 

additional traffic will cut through the neighborhoods and ensure the corridor is 

coordinated.   

 

Response:  The study area is large enough that a comparison between the future no-build 

conditions and build conditions will identify traffic leaving Route 1.  Feedback on the 
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neighborhood’s view on the reasons for increased cut-through traffic in the current condition 

would be helpful.  Any future project will review the corridor signals for optimization in 

coordination with Arlington County who operates the signals.   

 

4. The Livability22202 community would support this goal of integrating Route 1 into 

the urban fabric if it is added to the project website, as it supports our goal of 

connectivity throughout 22202. 

 

Response:  The project team will add urban fabric to the goals section of the website. 

 

5. Study data has been requested by Livability 22202.  

 

Response:  The study team will provide as much of the data as possible.  Some of the 

requested data, such as the crash analysis of an at-grade concept, is part of the current 

project scope, but has not been completed at this time. 

 

6. How does the VDOT traffic data overlap with the County traffic data for the 

Pentagon City Phased Site Development Plan (PDSP) study? 

 

Response:  The Route 1 Multimodal Study and the PDSP study are using the same traffic 

data and traffic forecasts. 

 

7. The community is concerned about additional vehicle pedestrian crashes due to 

additional conflict points presented by at-grade intersections, given the pedestrian 

safety concerns at 20th and 23rd Street S intersections. 
 

Response:  The study team will review the County’s Vision Zero crash analysis and the 

available Department of Motor Vehicles data and discuss the data in the report.  The 20th 

and 23rd Street S intersections are extremely complex due to proximity of S Clark Street and 

other land uses in these areas.  At-grade intersections at 15th and 18th Streets S will be 

significantly simpler since S Clark Street has been removed.  A simpler intersection is easier 

to understand and safer for pedestrians and motor vehicles. 

 

8. Request that a variety of future demands as well as different travel models.   

 

Response:  The study will discuss flexibility that each option provides as part of the 

feasibility report. 

 

9. Alternative concepts should include evaluation of costs and construction schedules, 

such that improvements which are relatively more expensive or cheaper to 

implement can be compared to the benefits derived, including open space and 

revenue that could be achieved from added development opportunities.   
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Response:  This feasibility study will estimate costs construction schedules for bringing 

Route 1 to grade as well as the sector plan option.  Transportation benefits from each option 

will be highlighted.  Areas that could be utilized for other land uses will be highlighted.  

Types of land uses and potential revenue from future development are beyond the scope of 

this study.   

 

10. The Crystal City Sector Plan Section and the Business Improvement District (BID) 

sections are being considered. 

 

Response:  The focus of this study is Route 1 as at-grade urban boulevard.  A Route 1 

concept with 6 lanes, appropriately sized turn lanes, and wide sidewalk areas on both sides, 

will be compared with the Crystal City Sector Plan and the existing conditions.  Additional 

considerations for Route 1 are not critical to a decision on an elevated or at-grade Route 1. 

 

11. An Underpass/tunnel for Route 1/18th Street should be considered.   

 

Response:  Clearance above the Metro tunnel is insufficient to lower Route 1 below grade.  

Route 1 below the Metro tunnel would be more expensive and put the tunnel below sea level.  

Tunneling Route 1 above or below the Metro tunnel would be extremely costly.   

 

12. Consider bike-ped tunnels across Route 1 and protected bike lanes on Route 1.  Also 

consider protected intersections. 

 

Response:  Bicycle and pedestrian tunnels are not critical to a decision on an elevated or at-

grade Route 1.  These facilities can be considered in a future study or project.  Any future 

tunnel would need to be coordinated with Arlington County and the Sector Plan. 

 

13. Lower speeds to 25 mph 

 

Response:  The speed limit is currently 35 mph.  The study will evaluate the alternatives with 

a 30 mph design speed.  The feasibility study will comment on potential impacts of a 25 mph 

speed limit. 

 

14. Many functional and technological suggestions were made including off-peak 

parking and leading pedestrian intervals. 

 

Response:  Many of the suggestions for specific technologies or functional modifications are 

design details to be considered in a future project and are not critical to a decision on an at-

grade or elevated Route 1.   

 

15. Consider multimodal changes to 15th Street S, 18th Street S, and the Metro station if 

Route 1 remains elevated.   
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Responses:  Specific modifications to 15th Street S, 18th Street S, and the Metro Station could 

be considered in a future project if Route 1 will remain elevated. 

   

16. If existing elevated condition moves forward, would there be improvements at 20th  

Street S and 23rd Streets S as envisioned in the sector plan 

 

Response:  Arlington County already has projects in process for 23rd Street S improvements. 

Improvements at 20th Street S have been proposed by the 2001 Clark Street development 

project that could be implemented with development if Route 1 remains elevated.  Additional 

sector plan improvements may not be practical with any resulting project since they are 

heavily dependent on development.   

 

17. Provide retail space below the bridges 

 

Response:  The Virginia Code states that no commercial establishment or business enterprise 

shall be constructed or located upon any right-of-way of any limited access highway. 

 

18. Concerned that all the current transit uses along S Bell Street and 18th Street S are 

accommodated with the new design including transit buses, commuter buses, bike 

share, micro-mobility, hotel shuttles, etc. 

 

Response:  Accommodating all the current travel modes will be necessary with any future 

project.     

 

19. Consider a linear park in the median.  Could increase crossing times, but may be 

worth the extra wait if access is provided parallel to Route 1. 

 

Response: A linear park on Route 1 in the middle of a 45,000 vpd roadway would not be a 

welcoming space.  Adding a median park runs counter to current trends in 22202. A linear 

park would only be feasible in the at-grade option.   

 

20. 15th Street S could be lowered 18th Street S could remain elevated.  Grades could be 

adjusted at 18th Street S and with a new bridge improvements could be made below 

it.   

Response:  Lowering 15th Street S only is a possible hybrid option that we may examine later 

in the study process.  The feasibility study can address this potential hybrid option. 

 

21. Split Route 1 around development with one-way streets at 15th Street S, similar to 

Wilson Blvd in Clarendon and Route 1 in Alexandria 

 

Response:  The character and traffic volumes of Route 1 are significantly different than the 

Rosslyn-Ballston corridor.  Short blocks and close intersections become operational issues 
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where vehicle movements are heavy, as already demonstrated in at the 23rd Street S and S 

Eads Street intersection and the 23rd Street S and S Clark Street intersections. 

 

22. Elevate more of the roadway to provide open-space or retail below the structures 

 

Response: See the response to 18 above regarding retail in the right-of-way.  Elevated 

structures are costly and do not provide a welcoming environment for use as open space.  In 

addition, the structures will require maintenance and inspection.  Bridges are considered 

critical structures and there would also be security concerns.  The cost of building and 

maintaining an elevated roadway would be significant.  For these reasons an elevated 

roadway will not be considered.  
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Name (optional)
Please provide any additional

information or suggestions that will
assist with this feasibility study.

Based on material presented at the
December 16 public information meeting,

what issues or concerns would you
consider priorities for this study to

address?

Response

Christer Ahl

Jofi Joseph
Safe and efficient access for bicyclists and
pedestrians.

Comment and priorities noted.

Christina Saull
Traffic during rush hour and how to ensure
it doesn’t get worse during and after the
project

Comment and priorities noted.

A fully-elevated Route 1 that ran from
Potomac Yard to the 395 split above an
at-grade street would really be the ideal
solution. There's too much traffic for it
to be an urban street

I think the biggest issue with Route 1 is that
it tries to be both a highway and an urban
street--the road needs to pick an identity
and stick with it. As the major thoroughfare
for persons trying to get to DCA, I think its
status as a highway is crucial.

The main focus of this study is the at-grade
boulevard concept where we are comparing this
concept to the existing grade-separated
conditions and the sector plan recommendations,
which were also grade-separated at the Route 1
intersection with 15th and 18th Streets.

Hannah Follweiler
Safe biking lanes protected from cars.
Wider sidewalks with less car lanes.

Walk ability and low stress bike network.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for
15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along
Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City
Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the
Master Transportation Plan.

Emma S Glass
Accommodations for escooters and
pedestrians.

Wide sidewalks are proposed on both sides of
Route 1 in the recommended option 3.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for
15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along
Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City
Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the
Master Transportation Plan.

Dana Bres
Range of alternatives that will preserve
bike and ped safety

The main focus of this study is the at-grade
boulevard concept where we are comparing this
concept to the existing grade-separated
conditions and the sector plan recommendations,
which were also grade-separated at the Route 1
intersection with 15th and 18th Streets.

N eynon

I fear that pedestrian and bike lanes will
take a back seat to car traffic.  This risks risk
for pedestrians and cyclists. It doesn’t make
sense to lower route one while it presents
risks to pedestrians and cyclists.  The
overpasses reduce that risk.

We are considering all modes of transportation
given that this effort is a multimodal study. Our
intention is to look at all modes and find a
balance the need for pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit riders, as well as motorized vehicles.

Consider how Route 1 can best serve
bicyclists, including Capital Bikeshare
users.

How to make Route 1 walkable and
bikeable so pedestrians and cyclists can
take advantage of it.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for
15th and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along
Route 1 in accordance with the Crystal City
Sector Plan and the Bicycle Element of the
Master Transportation Plan.

Jane Green

Consider that the needs for car traffic
THROUGH Crystal City along Route 1 will
decrease in the coming decade, increase
train, Metro, and biking will make this
possible. So we don't need Route 1 to
have a large volume for drive-through
traffic.

I am very concerned about the width and
speed proposed. Route 1 at grade will be a
huge barrier to my access to the amenities
along Crystal Drive, and especially the
Mount Vernon Trail, which is my bike route
to work and recreation.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of
a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce
traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
This should provide benefits to pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists. Phase
2 will also include investigating the feasibility
of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
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information or suggestions that will
assist with this feasibility study.

Based on material presented at the
December 16 public information meeting,

what issues or concerns would you
consider priorities for this study to

address?

Response

overpass at 18th Street to provide an
alternative to crossing at grade.

Evelio Rubiella
degradation and lack of green space and
tree cover; biophilia; disrespect for nature.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and
automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes. Landscaping
could be included along the roadway because
that is called for the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Michael Kline

I probably walk from Crystal City to
Pentagon City 5-10 times a week by
walking along 12th St. UNDER route 1. I
would oppose any proposal that
eliminates that overpass (or the ones at
15th/18th).

1) Do not increase traffic congestion; 2) Do
not eliminate the overpasses that provide a
safe pedestrian route between Crystal City
and Pentagon City

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and
automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of
a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce
traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
This should provide benefits to pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists.

Jeffrey Williams

December 16 presentation material it
seems that the current study focus is at
grade boulevard feasibility.  Will there
be a time when options to change and
improve an elevated Rt 1 be performed?

At grade crossings of Route 1 - pedestrian
exposure to turning vehicles and time to
cross.

The main focus of this study is the at-grade
boulevard concept where we are comparing this
concept to the existing grade-separated
conditions and the sector plan recommendations,
which were also grade-separated at the Route 1
intersection with 15th and 18th Streets.

The intention for 15th and 18th Streets is to
create a single stage crossing. This means that
the light will allow people to cross all of Route 1
at once. For those who are slower or arrive at the
signal late and can’t make it all the way across,
there will be a pedestrian refuge for to wait to
cross the remaining travel lanes.

Gordon Chaffin

Despite the Crystal City Sector Plan --
which is now ten years old. Please study
a 6 to 4 conversion with curbside travel
lanes used for dedicated bus ROW.  This
road needs better bus facilities for the
service workers. Need Engin fix to
speeding.

Lack of a road diet and road configuration
changes to calm traffic

Four thru travel lanes do not provide enough
capacity for the reduced traffic anticipated after a
comprehensive TDM strategy is implemented,
Route 1 will retain the 6 thru lanes.

The current Metroway system operates within 2
blocks on the east side of Route 1.

Automated enforcement may be consider
pending legislative action.
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Bike lanes in S. Eads rarely used and
bikes almost run down people getting
into and departing cabs and other
vehicle to get to the sidewalk.  The
narrowing of Rt. 1 southbound past
Potomac Yards results in extensive back
ups.

Restrictive “improvements” n an area
where the county board and planning
commission is indulging in an orgy of new
residential building without considering the
inadequacy of infrastructure.

Phase 2 of the study will attempt to integrate any
information from a County Board adopted PDSP
study.

Nathan McKenzie

Separate Rt1 through traffic from CC/PR
local traffic (ie. tunnel).  Complete
separation of pedestrian & bike traffic
from car traffic.  The scale of curent bike
stress is unrealistically positive.

Pedestrian and Bikes should be completely
separated from auto traffic, especially
crossing Rt 1.  Tunnels and overpasses
should be used where Rt 1 is at grade.
Protected bike paths should be provided vs
bike lanes to encourage use.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th
and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1
in accordance with the Crystal City Sector Plan
and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan.

Phase 2 will also include investigating the
feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

Slide 35 says the design speed will be 30,
despite the current speed limit of 35. It
is not clear why the speed limit should
be reduced. The cross section shows the
road largely unchanged.

Slide 31 shows that the pedestrian zone will
have trees and planters. How much of the
space is going to be taken up for that? Also,
attention needs to be paid to crossing side
streets so pedestrians and cyclists can get
across safely at intersections.

30 mph is more conducive to pedestrian safety
and the urban boulevard described in the sector
plan; Phase 2 of the study will include an
engineering speed study to evaluate lowering
the speed limit on Route 1; this study is for
feasibility of an at-grade Route 1 at 15th and
18th Streets.  Specific amenities behind the
curb will be determined in future stage of
design; however some guidance is provided
in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Zachary
DesJardins

Add parallel protected bike lanes as
called by the National Landing BID, put
the airport access road at grade

A four lane configuration as traffic will
simply disappear. No double left turn lanes
as none of the side streets are equipped to
handle that. Multimodal label is being used
to cover for a highway focused project
rather than prioritizing safety for people

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th
and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1
in accordance with the Crystal City Sector Plan
and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan; The airport access road is
beyond the scope of this study; 4 thru travel
lanes do not provide enough capacity for the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive
TDM strategy is implement, Route 1 will retain
the 6 thru lanes; double left turns at 15th and
18th Streets are not proposed in the concepts
reviewed in the report.

Judd Isbell

Crossing 6 lanes of traffic on foot or bike
sucks. Double left turns are dangerous.
Left turns should not be permitted
across crosswalks where pedestrians
have the signal. The new route 1 should
have dedicated space for walking and
biking.

It appears that the intent of VDOT in
conducting this study is inconsistent with
the desires of JBG Smith and the wider
community. JBG's concept was to lower
Route 1 to provide a boulevard setting with
pedestrian and bicycling improvements.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th
and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1
in accordance with the Crystal City Sector Plan
and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan; Wide sidewalks are provided
on both sides of Route 1; 4 thru travel lanes do
not provide enough capacity for the reduced
traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM
strategy is implement, Route 1 will retain the 6
thru lanes; double left turns at 15th and 18th
Streets are not proposed in the concepts
reviewed in the report.
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Stratis Voutsas
Break the project into stakeholder
sections. 23rd Street (Restaurant Row) is
part of the vision yet has no voice..

23rd Street Stakeholders (owners) from
Restaurant Row are not represented at any
level yet it’s part of the study.

VDOT coordinated with Arlington County on the
many organizations that needed representation
on the task force. Those organizations were
invited to appoint someone to be on the task
force. Organizations represent business and
community organization within the vicinity of the
study area.  The 23rd Street businesses were not
directly targeted due to the limited scope at the
23rd Street intersection being the termination of
the project

Paul Pisano

Focus on the data. Your presentation
showed that the at-grade intersections
were where the crashes and delays were
occurring. That should be enough
reason not to create more at-grade
intersections.

Safety and efficiency for all modes of
travelers. At-grade intersections are known
to be less safe and less efficient for all, so
maintaining grade-separated intersections
are best. This is a US Route, it's not meant
to be a pretty urban corridor.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including pedestrians,
bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs
are anticipated between the different modes.

Please determine the speed that the
road design will induce, and also look at
how transit can reduce the need for
vehicle travel through Crystal City to
DC/Alexandria. We don't need to plan
for a huge volume that will put a
highway through community

I am concerned about the speed of vehicles
on Route 1 if it is brought to grade and we
have to cross on foot or bike at
intersections

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including pedestrians,
bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs
are anticipated between the different modes.
Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management
(TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting
people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through
adjacent streets.  This should provide benefits to
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and
motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigating
the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass
or overpass at 18th Street to provide an
alternative to crossing at grade.

Robert Peck

As VDOT evaluates feasibility and
explores options, it is a strong priority
that the existing barrier created by auto-
centric design be converted into a truly
people-oriented, complete urban
boulevard that safely accommodates all
modes of transportation.

Safety should be the top priority for the Rte
1 Multimodal Study. I believe a pedestrian-
focused, at-grade facility will deliver the
safest configuration for vulnerable users
and accommodate the growing mobility
needs of a redeveloping downtown district.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and
automobiles

Dave

Safety is great concern and pedestrian
friendly.  The current Highway one is not
well travelled by pedestrians and Crystal
city feels disjointed with the aurora
highlands neighborhood.  There needs
to better retail store fronts and a safe
passage.

The

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including pedestrians,
bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs
are anticipated between the different modes. The
project is also going to create an urban boulevard
that will enhance connectivity, activate the space
along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the
urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector
plan.
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Chris Forinash

Since VDOT is doing this as part of
Amazon HQ2 "benefits" maybe ask them
if they want a 7+ lane highway
separating their employees from
important amenities. They won't.
Residents don't. Other businesses don't.
Only highway departments do.

It's utter insanity to take the existing car
sewer Route 1 and drop it to grade level
without significantly narrowing the space
for vehicles. Make it no more than 4
through lanes, no more than 1 left turn
lane, and boulevard/service lanes if
desired.

Four thru travel lanes do not provide enough
capacity for the reduced traffic anticipated after a
comprehensive TDM strategy is implement,
Route 1 will retain the 6 thru lanes.

Crystal C Watson

The conversion of Route 1 is a key
priority for the National Landing.  The
ability to transform National Landing
into a walkable downtown that will build
on recent economic development is vital
to our success.

Safety should be the top priority for the
Route 1 Multimodal Study. Though some
suggest that the current condition of grade-
separated, east-west access via Route 1
overpasses offers the safest configuration
for vulnerable users.

Phase 2 will also include investigating the
feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

Harmar
Thompson

As VDOT evaluates feasibility and
 explores options, it is a strong priority
that the existing barrier created by auto-
centric design be converted into a truly
people-oriented, complete street that
safely accommodates all modes.

Safety should be the top priority for the
Route 1 Multimodal Study.  All the options
for Rt 1 should be considered and discussed
including a potential below grade options
at one of the intersections. East-West
connectivity must be safe and convenient.

Diverting Route 1 underground is not feasible at
15th and 18th Streets due to the underground
crossing to the Crystal Gateway Marriott and
Metro’s Blue/Yellow line tunnel.

Phase 2 will also include investigating the
feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

CHRISTOPHER
GEORGE

An at-grade Route 1 should not have
more than 4 through-lanes of travel

Multimodal use of the road

Four thru travel lanes do not provide enough
capacity for the reduced traffic anticipated after a
comprehensive TDM strategy is implement,
Route 1 will retain the 6 thru lanes..

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and
automobiles
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Rob Douglas I emailed a traffic count summary that I'd like to talk about tonight.  It reviews
the increases in traffic over a 4 year period.

Thank you for your information.  We look forward
to your questions.

Eric

I like the at grade option. I would encourage further study of extending the
dedicated BRT lanes in Alexandria north to this stretch of Route 1. The bus lanes
will do much better on Route 1 as opposed to Crystal Drive where they are
today.

Thank you for your support of the at-grade
options.  Relocating dedicated bus lanes to Route
1 is not part of this study.  VDOT will work with
Arlington County and WMATA if the decision is
made to relocate the existing BRT system.

The narrowest cross section of at-grade concept is the only way to go to be able
to call this an "urban boulevard." Glad to see discussion of tradeoffs, and I
support prioritizing walkability and bike-friendliness even if at the expense of
drivers.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including pedestrians,
bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs
are anticipated between the different modes.

Maria Zemankova
I have lived in Crystal City for 33 years, and I take the Metro from the Crystal
City Metro Station and walk a lot. I am glad for not having to cross Route 1 as a
pedestrian between 15th and 18th Streets, and I can go under Route 1.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including pedestrians,
bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs
are anticipated between the different modes.

Christopher Pile

A safe bike and pedestrian route connecting Pentagon City and Crystal City is
imperative. Please do not remove the 18th underpass or create an attractive
overpass. Traffic lights will not create a safe crossing and will impede Route 1
traffic.

Phase 2 will also include investigating the
feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or
overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative
to crossing at grade.

Please lower both 15th and 18th to ground level.  The speed limit has to go
down and there is a need for a more pleasant, friendly and walkable area
without the fear of cars and high speeds.  There is much to be desired for
improvement here.

Thank you for your support of the at-grade
option.

Phase 2 of the study will include an engineering
speed study to evaluate lowering the speed limit
on Route 1.

Lori Bowes
Bringing 9 lanes of traffic at grade is absurd.  Reduce the lanes or the setup or
include tolls or something.  I walk, bike, and drive through this area and I object
to the current proposal.  Thanks.

The recommended option includes 3 through
lanes in each direction and a single left turn lane
in each direction.

K Burke
Perhaps you should consult the community before starting a 2 million dollar
study that has no options people who actually live here would be ok with.  No
one here wants at grade.

The study on Route 1, from approximately
12th Street to 23rd Street South, will explore an
at-grade urban boulevard, but also review and
compare potential improvements to the
current elevated condition, and the elevated
urban boulevard described in the Crystal City
Sector Plan. Ultimately, the study aims to provide
sufficient information to make the best decision
on a future project on Route 1 in Crystal City.

K Burke
Really, give cars 8 lanes and make bikers and walkers fight for space on the
margins? There are no good options here.

The recommended option includes 3 through
lanes in each direction and a single left turn lane
in each direction.  The at-grade options also
include 20’ wide pedestrian zones on either side
of Route 1 that don’t exist today.

Bicycle accommodations are proposed for 15th
and 18th Streets across Route 1. Bicycle
accommodations are not provided along Route 1
in accordance with the Crystal City Sector Plan
and the Bicycle Element of the Master
Transportation Plan.

I am dismayed at the car-centric focus. Please look at alternatives that prioritize
bikes and pedestrians.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and
automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes.
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The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor
including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles and tradeoffs
are anticipated between the different modes.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including
pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and
automobiles and tradeoffs are anticipated
between the different modes.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of
a comprehensive Travel Demand
Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce
traffic by shifting people to other travel
modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
This should provide benefits to pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists.

Charles Denney
The proposed plan fails to meet the Studies goals. The plan is unsafe for
pedestrians and bikers, too long crossing distances and is not urban in any way.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including pedestrians,
bicycles, transit, and automobiles;  Left turns are
limited at 18th Street to reduce conflict points
with pedestrians; Phase 2 will also include
investigating the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at
grade.

The a nine-lane-wide road without any dedicated transit, biking, or green
infrastructure and minimal walking and streetscape improvements is
inadequate at best and a future death trap at worst. Please go with a design
that actually pedestrian friendly.

The project is trying to balance all modes of
travel through the corridor including pedestrians,
bicycles, transit, and automobiles; The
recommended option includes 3 through lanes in
each direction and a single left turn lane in each
direction at 15th Street and no left turns at 18th
Street; No lefts at 18th Street will reduce vehicular
conflict points with pedestrians; Phase 2 will also
include investigating the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at
grade.
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I only recently moved to Crystal City and I trust some attention will
be paid to the dangerous intersection of Route 1 and 23rd Street.  I
urge planning to include a Left Turn Traffic Signal for 23rd Street
traffic entering Route 1.

The number turn lanes and signals was reviewed as part of the
study.

Why is there a 255 character limit on comments?  That itself shows
that you do not actually care about comments at all.

The project team will review if this can be expanded for future
events.  In the meantime there are other methods available to
provide feedback to the project team.

This is an absolutely terrible idea which will make it much less safe
for everyone (pedestrians, bikes, cars).  There was a reason that
this was created as an elevated highway -- to protect those and
separate them.

Pedestrian and bicycle trips are being examined as part of this
study to evaluate benefits or drawbacks within possible
concepts. We think a perceived benefit of lowering Route1 down
to grade is that you’re knitting that urban fabric together. It does
have a tradeoff of introducing more conflict points and slowing
people crossing at those points, but we will be examining these
movements.

The at grade idea is terrible.  Either leave it as is or put it below
grade.  If you want to leave it unburied, that is less than ideal.
Buried like the big dig in Boston or the 395 through DC near
Georgetown Law.  That is safer and more pleasant for all.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles;
The recommended option includes no left turns at 18th Street to
reduce vehicular conflict points with pedestrians; Phase 2 will
also include investigating the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to
crossing at grade.

This slowdown on route 1 will also cause more traffic to be pushed
on the neighborhood streets making them less safer.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions to adjacent streets.  This should
provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and
motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigating the feasibility of
a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to
provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

sheldon Johnson

How will the additional traffic be melded into all the new traffic on
Crystal Drive including scooters, Electric and regular bikes,  a
disaster wating to to happen.  Pedestrian overpasses for Crystal
Drive like we had.  Safety is paramount.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions to adjacent streets.  This should
provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and
motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigating the feasibility of
a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to
provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

Christopher
Soghoian

Why did this study not examine the possibility of adding new
protected bike lanes? I cannot understand how you are
considering spending more than 100 million dollars to improve
route 1 without considering the safety of those who cycle in our
community.

Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study
because they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan.
Landscaping could be included along the roadway because that is
called for the Crystal City Sector Plan.  Bicycle facilities are
already available on parallel streets

Michael Imbesi
I strongly support the at-grade option, but believe that we should
work to restrict automobile traffic more.

Thank you for your support of the at-grade option.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.  This
should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders,
and motorists.

Burt Grenell I hate this idea, and vote against funding it.

Comment noted.

Lisa Wischkaemper
I live on the west side of 1 and we frequently use the crossings at
15th and 18th, which feel very safe.  If all crossings at grade, we
will probably start driving to crystal city instead of walking.

In using bridges or underpasses much like at 18th Street today
there is no pedestrian delay for crossing Route 1. As part of the
next phase of the study VDOT will be analyzing the potential for
a pedestrian overpass or underpass at 18th Street.

Clay Gottschall

What will happen to the thousands of cars streaming out of DC
onto Rt 1 every rush hour?  The outbound 14th St Bridge will be a
parking lot every day.  Overflow traffic onto neighborhood streets
will be unbearable.  Doing nothing is better than this.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.  This
should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders,
and motorists.
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Response

Fewer car lanes, more lanes for buses and bikes

Four thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy
is implement. Route 1 will retain the 6 thru lanes; Bicycle
accommodations are proposed for 15th and 18th Streets across
Route 1. Bicycle accommodations are not provided along Route 1
in accordance with the Crystal City Sector Plan and the Bicycle
Element of the Master Transportation Plan.

This is a ridiculous concept. How is asking a pedestrian/bicyclist to
cross 7 lanes of traffic ever safer than having all traffic cross
overhead??? Even if a bridge/underpass was added for peds/bikes,
that's really inconvenient. Why spend so much money

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The
project is also going to create an urban boulevard that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Matthew Schwartzer

The redesign of route 1 will shape the future of Crystal City and I
hope that future knits the neighborhood together and removes
the psychological barrier separating Crystal City and Pentagon City.
People and place must come before commuters and cars.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The
project is also going to create an urban boulevard that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Joseph Artrip

An urban boulevard is a terrible idea. It is bad for congestion,
pedestrians, and is wasting hundreds of.millions of dollars to tear
down good infrastructure. Either keep the elevated Rt 1 or tunnel
rt 1 under a surface street.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes.

Tunneling Route 1 below grade is not feasible in the study area
due the location of the Crystal City Underground tunnel to the
Crystal Gateway Marriott and the Metro Blue/Yellow line tunnel
below 18th Street.

Daniel Grey

The proposed plan is reprehensible in its omission of an analysis of
traffic on I-395. Already, the right lane coming over the 14th st
bridge backs up extensively because of the GW Parkway. Now,
new lights will back up the left lane, including the HOV.

Analysis of the southbound ramp from I-395 to Route 1 is
includes in the study’s traffic analysis.

I have lived here long enough to remember when these sections of
Route 1 were elevated. I do not want to see money spent to
reverse that action. I am concerned about pedestrian safety at the
intersections and rerouting of traffic through my neighborhood.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The
project is also going to create an urban boulevard that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.  This
should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders,
and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigating the
feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

ERIC R. EATON Analysis tends to show that this plan is flawed and a bad idea!!!
Comment noted.

There will be too much distraction for drivers adding more risks to
pedestrians.  Already on Crystal Drive drivers drive right through
flashing crosswalks.  Also have concerns about rental bikes and
scooters scattered along the sidewalks.

The study recommendation would transform Route 1 into an
urban boulevard.  This action alone will have a traffic calming
effect;  Rental bikes and scooter clutter is an issue that can be
discussed with Arlington County.

Curtis M Bedke

The VDOT initiative to lower Route 1 to grade at 15th and 18th
Streets will adversely impact pedestrian and bicyclist safety.
Realistically, it will create a psychological barrier along Route 1 for
residents on either side - noisy and dangerous.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The
project is also going to create an urban boulevard that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
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integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include investigating the feasibility of a
pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to
provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

Holly Dockery

Don’t proceed with the “at grade” proposal for Route 1 through
Crystal CIty. The approach is obviously deeply flawed and the
solutions are, at best, aspirational for the distant future. A rigorous
study would show the negative impacts on the area.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.

Dan Alban

I oppose converting Route 1 to an at-grade urban boulevard. As
the study found, it will make Route 1 less safe for pedestrians, will
make traffic worse, & is costly.  I am surprised it was the
recommended plan. Just improve the existing elevated roadway.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles;
The recommended option includes no left turns at 18th Street to
reduce vehicular conflict points with pedestrians; Phase 2 will
also include investigating the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to
crossing at grade.

Ernie F

Lowering Route 1 to street level in the 18th to 12th Street area will
present safety risks to pedestrians and cyclists, and increase traffic
congestion. I can envision zero benefits to residents, visitors, and
commercial business interests as a result. TU

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles;
The recommended option includes no left turns at 18th Street to
reduce vehicular conflict points with pedestrians; Phase 2 will
also include investigating the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to
crossing at grade.

K Burke
You need to reduce lanes of rt 1 AND opportunities to turn onto Rt
1, otherwise this will be a nightmare for pedestrians.

Four thru travel lanes do not provide enough capacity for the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy
is implement, Route 1 will retain the 6 thru lanes; The
recommended option includes no left turns at 18th Street to
reduce vehicular conflict points with pedestrians; Phase 2 will
also include investigating the feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle
underpass or overpass at 18th Street to provide an alternative to
crossing at grade.

Alyson Sadofsky

As an almost 30 year resident of Crystal City, I am very much
disappointed with VDOT's insistence with going forward with the
Option 3 proposal to bring Route 1/Richmond Highway to grade in
the Crystal City corridor. This was by far the worst option,.

Comment noted.

Don Anderson
Do not spend millions of tax payers money to make route 1 less
commuter friendly.

Comment noted.

M Hindin
I fully support the position of the Livability 22202 working group.
The current proposal spends $180 million to decrease safety and
increase congestion.

Comment noted.

Douglas Brown

1) Corral/dock the SMDs; 2) Does plan account for future
maintenance costs associated with any brick pavers used and the
abundance of paint used on the asphalt for bike lanes and
pedestrian crosswalks?  If no, the application of all should be
reduced.

No design materials have been chosen at this point.
Maintenance of the paving surfaces and paint is something that
will be reviewed at a later project development phase.

David Tuma

What were the decisions made about the need for a change to
Route 1 prior to approving the Amazon building plans?  Why have
they changed?  Why another study or proposal?  Why can't we
continue with the decisions made that allowed the building of
Amazon?

The limits of the study were set to investigate a change in
configuration from an elevated highway to an at-grade urban
boulevard.  This potential change was discussed during
negotiations with Amazon on relocating to Virginia.

Randy Swart

A major highway with this much traffic is not a candidate for an
urban boulevard. The proposal to lower the road to the surface
will take away the safe and comfortable crossings that I now use
on my bicycle.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes.
Bicycle lanes on Route 1 are not currently included in the study
because they are not part of the Crystal City Sector Plan.
Landscaping could be included along the roadway because that is
called for the Crystal City Sector Plan.
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Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.  This
should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders,
and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the
feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

Robert Farnsworth
I do NOT support the failed VDOT study and proposal. The safety
concerns outlined, highlighted, loudly expressed by the multiple
civic associations have not been mitigated, nor even addressed.

We’re sorry you don’t agree with the recommendation.  The
community has had an impact on the decisions made as part of
this study the outcome is better for your involvement.

Steve Wartik
As someone who often uses the Route 1 underpasses, I am not in
favor of an at-level crossing. Waiting for lights to change will slow
my transit time significantly.

We’re going to have to look very specifically at the signal timing
and see what is a tolerable amount of wait for a pedestrian or a
vehicle. We’ll have to weigh those too.

Ted Saks

The options FAIL on all key criteria, one exception. The only real
achievement is in giving JBG developable land at public expense!
It fails in pedestrian safety, traffic impacts on surrounding roads
and intersections into Alexandria.

Comment noted.

Eric Cassel

This study is incomplete. For example, traffic is going to have to
slow from the North and this study does not include any traffic
control from the North. In addition, other intersections are critical
to the success of any change and they are ignored.

Both the MWCOG model and the Arlington County traffic model
were used in the traffic analysis for this study.  The study
anticipates and recommends traffic calming measures for
southbound traffic.  All the intersections surrounding the study
area were included in the model.

Kyle Allen
I support the livability 22202 position. In addition, with 2 small
kids, I’m concerned about the increase in cut through traffic to
side streets.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.  This
should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders,
and motorists.  Livability 22202’s comments have been
addressed in the Project Email Inbox and Letters section above.

Rob Kreppel

Please consider that it is now much harder to get in and out of my
hood. It takes longer to go north on GW Parkway because of lane
reduction for bike crossing, harder to get from Eads to Rte 1 S
since the throughway was removed. Too many lights on rte 1.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The
project is also going to create an urban boulevard that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Scott Meyer

Please reconsider this concept from the perspective of multimodal
safety. Replacing underpasses with crosswalks across a giant
highway would increase risks to all vulnerable road users traveling
between Pentagon City and Crystal City.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.  This
should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders,
and motorists; The recommended option includes no left turns
at 18th Street to reduce vehicular conflict points with
pedestrians; Phase 2 will also include investigating the feasibility
of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th Street to
provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

Scott Miles

I support the Livability22202 position. I like the *idea* of an urban
boulevard, but not as recommended. Any at-grade plan must have
a realistic plan to maintain or improve current pedestrian safety,
ped/bike/auto cross times, and cut-through traffic.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the
corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles
and tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The
project is also going to create an urban boulevard that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and
integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive
Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.  This
should provide benefits to pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders,
and motorists. Phase 2 will also include investigation the
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feasibility of a pedestrian/bicycle underpass or overpass at 18th
Street to provide an alternative to crossing at grade.

Livability 22202’s comments have been addressed in the Project
Email Inbox and Letters section above.

James Lantelme

Additional options/ideas need to be explored for the at-grade
option. While I am in favor of the at-grade rt 1and am open to the
idea of 6 lanes, having them be general use all hours traffic lanes is
a waste of lanes. Look into transit-only and parking.

The Metroway system currently operates within 2 blocks of
Route 1.  There are no plans to relocate this system to Route 1;
Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to the
locality and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard

Teresa Jakubowski

Adverse effects of lowering Rte 1 to grade have been discounted.
CCSP improves development opportunities without worsening
traffic on side streets, creating back-ups, isolating Crystal Dr via
prohibited SB left turns, and protects pedestrian crossings

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through
the corridor including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and
automobiles, and tradeoffs are anticipated between the
different modes. Phase 2 of the study will investigate
details of a comprehensive Travel Demand Management
(TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to other
travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic
diversions through adjacent streets.

Restricting left turns at 18th Street is not isolating Crystal
Drive it is simply replicating today’s condition and reducing
the number of vehicle pedestrian conflict points.

Unfortunately, the presentation was not, in my opinion, user
friendly.  The explanations were long, technical and not easy to
follow. It left the impression that the outcomes were a foregone
conclusion.  Not the best way to deliver bad news.

Thank you for your feedback.  See appreciate your involvement
in the process.
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9/2/21 Lisa Davis Thank you for accepting feedback on the proposed changes to Route 1 in Arlington. As a resident and
employee of Pentagon City, I remain hesitant that bringing Route 1 to grade level will be an
improvement for those of us who live in the area. I like the current underpasses that connect
Pentagon City and Crystal City and keeps the passing traffic out of the neighborhood. I am concerned
about how an increase of traffic – traffic that is just trying to get through Arlington towards
destinations north and south – will impact us. I am concerned about the safety of my young children
who ride their bikes on the sidewalks, the lack of attention and patience of other drivers, and how the
road will chop up the neighborhood, making us feel boxed in.

I do not believe that this project is considerate to those of us who already call Pentagon City home and
instead focuses on bringing workers (i.e., Amazon) to and from the area. I believe that it will rob us of
a thriving place to live and play and focuses only on the work aspect of life. Thank you for considering
my opinions.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor
including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are
anticipated between the different modes. The project is also going to create
an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along
Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel
Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to
other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through
adjacent streets.

Phase 2 will also include additional opportunities to meet with residents of
Crystal City and Pentagon City to discuss the Phase 1 report findings and the
additional analysis included with Phase 2.

9/7/21 Jeremy Beck Has the Department considered in the study the potential to convert Potomac Avenue (beginning just
north of the Route 1 crossing of the rail lines) and Crystal Drive (beginning at its intersection with
Potomac Drive) from the southern termini of the Potomac Drive intersection with Route 1 to the
Crystal Drive/12th Street connection with Route 1 into a 3-lane (or 4-lane) northbound only roadway
(for Route 1 traffic) while converting the existing Route 1 corridor between the I-395 interchange and
its intersection with Potomac Avenue into a 3-lane (or 4-lane) southbound only roadway (for Route 1
traffic), essentially creating a bifurcated Route 1 facility between Potomac Avenue and 12th Street?
The bifurcated facility would include necessary turn lanes, pedestrian features, multimodal
accommodations, and other elements of the study while limiting the needed turning movements at
key intersections (to facilitate the overall Crystal City roadway network), thus enhancing overall traffic
operations and safety while simultaneously preserving more development room and potentially better
overall traffic operations within the greater Crystal City area.

Yes, VDOT considered the idea of a bifurcated Route 1, or a one-way pair of
roads, within the Route 1 corridor, but this idea was dismissed due to the
existing street grid and lack of potential developable land between the one-
way roads.

Crystal Drive used to have one-way northbound traffic.  It was the northbound
route paired with the one-way southbound Clark/Bell Streets between 12th
Street S. and 26th Street S., which was designed in the auto-centric 1960s. The
community-developed Crystal City Sector Plan in the late 2000s set in motion
the conversion of these one-way streets to two-way multimodal corridors.

From the Sector Plan:
One-way streets can limit circulation options, inhibit wayfinding, promote speeding,
and deprive streets of necessary vitality. Furthermore, even with the improved street
network proposed in the Master Plan, Crystal City’s street grid is relatively limited in
the number of streets available and the number of access points at its periphery. As a
result, one-way travel on a single street can severely limit movement throughout the
network, and compel a motorist to seek convoluted routes to reach his or her
destination.

Putting one-way Route 1 traffic onto Crystal Drive would be counter to the
County’s policies being implemented today. In addition, tying the northbound
Route 1 traffic using Crystal Drive back to the I-395/Route 110 interchange
would have its challenges.
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9/7/21 Jeremy Beck Has the Department considered in the study the potential to convert Crystal Drive from its
northbound diverge with Route 1 to the Crystal Drive/12th Street connection with Route 1 into a 3-
lane (or 4-lane) northbound only roadway (for Route 1 traffic) while converting the existing Route 1
corridor between the I-395 interchange and generally near 27th Street into a 3-lane (or 4-lane)
southbound only roadway (for Route 1 traffic), essentially creating a bifurcated Route 1 facility
between 27th Street and 12th Street? The bifurcated facility would include necessary turn lanes,
pedestrian features, multimodal accommodations, and other elements of the study while limiting the
needed turning movements at key intersections (to facilitate the overall Crystal City roadway
network), thus enhancing overall traffic operations and safety while simultaneously preserving more
development room and potentially better overall traffic operations within the greater Crystal City
area. The Airport Access Road overpass would require minor modification (removal of the Airport
Access Road to existing northbound Route 1 ramp/bridge spur, reducing 2nd level infrastructure) and
the I-395/Route1/110 interchange would require minor modification to facilitate the reconfigured
Route 1 (and Crystal Drive).

Yes, VDOT considered the idea of a bifurcated Route 1, or a one-way pair of
roads, within the Route 1 corridor, but this idea was dismissed due to a lack of
developable land between the one-way roads.

Crystal Drive used to have one-way northbound traffic.  It was the northbound
route paired with the one-way southbound Clark/Bell Streets between 12th
Street S. and 26th Street S., which was designed in the auto-centric 1960s. The
community-developed Crystal City Sector Plan in the late 2000s set in motion
the conversion of these one-way streets to two-way multimodal corridors.

From the Sector Plan:
One-way streets can limit circulation options, inhibit wayfinding, promote speeding,
and deprive streets of necessary vitality. Furthermore, even with the improved street
network proposed in the Master Plan, Crystal City’s street grid is relatively limited in
the number of streets available and the number of access points at its periphery. As a
result, one-way travel on a single street can severely limit movement throughout the
network, and compel a motorist to seek convoluted routes to reach his or her
destination.

Putting one-way Route 1 traffic onto Crystal Drive would be counter to the
County’s policies being implemented today. In addition, tying the northbound
Route 1 traffic using Crystal Drive back to the I-395/Route 110 interchange
would have its challenges.

9/8/21 Jim Murphy I am writing to express my strong disagreement with the conclusions reached in this study. As
admitted in the study, at-grade intersections perform the worst in just about every aspect that is
important to the user: safety, transit, and traffic. Yet the study concludes dismisses all of this with the
hope that either traffic will be reduced, or that some sort of "robust" TDM plan and additional
(undefined and uncosted) measures can be implemented. Hope is not a strategy. The overriding
mission here appears to be 1) make Amazon happy and 2) create more land for development. We
have enough development in Crystal City, which has essentially been a construction zone for over a
decade. I cross *under* US1 on foot. I will *never* cross US1 at an at-grade crossing. Ever. Leave US1
elevated, or better yet bury it. But mixing pedestrians, bicycles (especially bicycles) and vehicles is a
recipe for disaster.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor
including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are
anticipated between the different modes. The project is also going to create
an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along
Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details—including costs—of a
comprehensive Travel Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic
by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also investigate the
benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying measures consistent
with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan.

9/10/21 Stephen
Repetski

Thank you for the work on the Route 1 improvement study in Crystal City. I support the effort to bring
the road down to grade and appreciate the pedestrian benefits that will come with it - wider
sidewalks, etc.
However, a six-lane arterial through the heart of Crystal City/Pentagon City is at least one lane too
wide. As an Arlington neighbor living near Glebe Road in Ballston, my personal experience tells me
that I consciously tend not to cross Glebe because of how wide it is: six thru plus turn lanes.

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity for even the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is
implemented; therefore, VDOT will recommend that Route 1 will retain the 6
thru lanes.
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This study is an opportunity for Arlington and VDOT to help shift people from driving through
Arlington into better, more environmentally-friendly travel modes like buses and trains. As VDOT data
show, travel volumes on Route 1 have not increased - in fact, they have slightly decreased - since
2005. Removing a lane from the project may increase some travel times, sure, but has multiple
benefits. A narrower road is inherently easier to cross, safer for drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians,
and helps to slow traffic through the busy Crystal City neighborhood.

If possible, I would appreciate seeing data about people throughput, not just vehicle throughput, in
the coming phase of the project. Knowing how efficiently the project gets people where they want to
go is much more important to me than knowing just how many cars are being driven.

The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on street parking.
Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to Arlington County
and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

More detailed data is included in the appendices, and Phase 2 will investigate
person trips more closely (for transit, north-south pedestrian and bicycle trips,
etc.).

9/14/21 Jeffrey Williams I was very disappointed that the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study recommends the at grade
urban boulevard option. I would have much preferred the “grade separated elevated boulevard”
option. My primary mode of transit in the corridor is as an east-west pedestrian and I use 12th street,
15th street, and 18th street to cross Route 1.

The "at grade" proposal east-west crossing of route 1 by pedestrians will require crossing seven lanes
of traffic. How many seconds will that take for an older pedestrian? How many seconds will be
provided by the walk signals? How long will the waits between walk cycles be? Does anyone want to
be stranded on the refuge island if they can’t get across in the current walk cycle?

18th Street
The “At Grade” proposal represents a significant downgrade of the pedestrian connectivity between
east and west sides of route 1 at 18th street where the metro station is located. From a pedestrian
standpoint, the “no build” option would be preferred over the “at grade” for the 18th street
intersection.

15th Street
I currently avoid the 15th street crossing as it requires too many dangerous encounters with turning
vehicular traffic. The “elevated urban boulevard” proposal provided very significant pedestrian
improvements to this connection. As shown in the “Grade Separated – Cross Section” figure,
pedestrians are only required to cross a relatively short four lanes of traffic to get from the east to the
west side of Rt1. This is much better than the current configuration and significantly better than the
seven traffic lanes of the “At Grade” proposal. I hope Virginia DOT will reconsider its recommendation
to proceed with the at grade proposal.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance all modes of travel through the corridor
including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles, and tradeoffs are
anticipated between the different modes. The project is also going to create
an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate the space along
Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal
City Sector plan.

Pedestrian walk times and overall signal timing will be designed for the
majority of people to be able to cross the 7 lanes and the median within one
phase of the signal timing. For pedestrians who get a late start or need more
time, the pedestrian refuge is proposed to be wide (10 feet) and have other
safety features.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel
Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to
other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through
adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also investigate the benefits of lowering the
speed limit, as well as applying measures consistent with Arlington County’s
Vision Zero Action Plan, especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th
and 18th Streets.

9/15/21 Pamela Van
Hine

Hi Dan
I wanted to bring to your attention a few formatting/typos/formatting issues/inconsistencies in the
Phase 1 Executive Summary and Full Report:
• Phase 2 activities: Please make sure that both documents list the same potential Phase 2 activities –
and similar descriptions -  in the final report/summary.  For instance, the ES notes the 23rd Street
interim improvements study – full report does not.  Yet the full report includes many other projects
and additional details that are not in the Executive Summary, such as NEPA, re-engagement with the
task force, noting that the crossing at 18th is for bike-peds, not just peds; a more robust description of
TDM; and incorporating PCPS data, among other items.  Please reconcile.

Thank you for your comments.

The final Phase 1 Report document and executive summary have been
reconciled.

Table of Contents has been corrected.
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• Table of Contents numbering does not match document, starting with 6.6 (through rest of chapter) –
looks like you added new materials and forgot to adjust the numbering.
• Illegible figures 6-4: Concept plan and profile for at-grade concept and 6.5 (Grade separated) (pp. 86
and 88) – can’t read the text, can barely make out the illustration.  I’d love to be able to really see
these – they are important.
• Section 2.3.2 Transportation Analysis Study Area:  Please rethink how you’re presenting this very
important information, because I find it hard to follow as presented.  Figure 2-1 goes with section
2.3.1, yet it follows the beginning of section 2.3.2, which has comments on figure 2-2 BEFORE figure 2-
1 is shown.  Figure 2-2 doesn’t appear until 2 pages later – and comes after some comments on Figure
2-3.  Figure 2-2 has all of these numbered circles – but no explanation to what the numbers mean until
the reader sees Figure 2-3.  Please keep relevant text and figures together – and consider adding the
intersection numbers to the list of intersections on p. 14.
• Figure 3-8. p. 39 (Underground) – can map be modified to show that the passageway to hotel goes
UNDER Route 1?  It looks like it sits on top of It.
• Watch for illustrations with too similar colors:  For example, Figure 3-14, p. 41, sidewalk widths – it’s
hard to distinguish the green variants and the two blues. Figure 3-17, p. 45 – bike facilities – high
comfort and no facility are hard to distinguish. Figure 3-22, p. 54 – vissim – greens merge, two shades
of orange too close (same for Figure 7-9 etc.).  Figure 3-24, p. 59 – histogram – hard to distinguish ped
from angle crashes. Table 6-1, p. 90 – oranges too similar – and no explanation what the colors mean.
Figures 7-5 and 7-6, p. 115-6 – travel times by mode – blues are too similar (figures 7-7 and 7-8 are a
bit better).

Stay tuned – I’ll be sending you lots of comments on the report contents and suggestions for more
things to study in Phase 2.  BTW – what do you think about a Barnes dance at an at-grade Rte 1 and
18th Street intersection?  We can dance on a diagonal across Route 1 while the vehicular traffic is
stopped!

We have created separate PDFs of these figures and posted them with the
report so that they are more legible.

Figures 2-1 and 2-2 have been re-ordered for the reader to follow more easily.
Intersection numbers were used to track the analyses and to provide the
reader with additional information to follow between Figures 2-2 and 2-3.

Note added to Figure 3-8 to indicate blue lines are approximately one story
below street level, including under Route 1.

The colors of the illustrations are intended to connote conditions that are
generally poor, fair, good, or very good.  Slight variations in colors are offered
to indicate the variations within these general categories.

9/16/2021 Pamela Van
Hine

This morning I read through Appendix E_H, almost all of which was submitted comments and VDOT
answers (I was looking for the cost analysis - which was on the last couple pages)  I saw my first two
submitted comments - from January and March, but I did not see my June comments.  Can you add
them and your response?

Do you have some kind of guide that would help me find specific information in the hundreds of pages
of the appendices?  The titles alone really don't describe their contents.

I am specifically looking for more information on the MoE process and calculations.  Do these exist
somewhere in an appendix?  If so, where?

Your comments from June-July timeframe, dated 7/10/2021, have been
added to the updated Appendix H of the Phase 1 Report, along with VDOT
responses.

The final Phase 1 Report has added cover sheets between appendices. We
have also organized the PDFs on the project web site to more clearly show the
individual appendices.

MOE processes and supporting calculations for multimodal operations are
contained in the Existing Conditions, No-Build Conditions, and Build
Conditions reports. The overall report summarizes the project MOEs and how
they were developed.

9/15/21 W Way The at grade “urban boulevard" is dangerous. It creates dangers of the following: death and injury due
to difficulty of a crossing six or more lanes of traffic. This is especially true for older and disabled
individuals.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The purpose of this study is to improve multimodal connectivity and
accommodations along and across Route 1 in Crystal City to meet the
changing transportation needs of this growing urban activity center.
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Building an overpass or underpass does not work because that does not assist older and disabled
individuals who would find those difficult to use.

Underpasses also create dangers of criminal and other assaults for older, disabled, younger, and
women. What problem are you trying to solve?

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate
the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

9/18/21 Dave Shafa I am a resident in Aurora Highlands (live on 20th St) and I would like to make a comment or request
for the VDOT route 1 study.

I would request/vote for an at-grade urban boulevard with option to turn left at both 18th and 15th St
to avoid all traffic coming to 20th and 15th st.

I feel very frightened crossing route one and we need more bike lanes and pedestrian support. I think
an at grade level where the speed limit would drop can be greatly helpful.

The median is a great way to add more life to this area which appears very dated/and uninviting.
Thanks in advance.

Thank you for your comments/requests.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.

Not having left turn lanes at an at-grade Route 1/18th Street intersection
mimics the grade-separated situation today (with no left turns). The
intersections will be further analyzed in Phase 2.

9/19/21 Josh Turner I’m demoralized but not surprised that this draft study continues to recommend changes that will
reduce traffic capacity, increase diversion into surrounding neighborhoods, and make car, bike, and
pedestrian travel across Route 1 more dangerous.

It’s an astonishingly bad outcome, but it seems like no matter how many people point that out, there’s
no change in the conclusion. “Public engagement” in this case appears to be mostly ignored in favor of
pushing a series of expensive changes that are favored only by developers.

Reading through the conclusion, it’s clear that every aspect of the surrounding community will be
negatively affected *except* the literal frontage on Route 1. The attached page [Page 147 of the Draft
Report] really sums it up—increased walkability on Route 1 itself seems to be the cover for all of these
changes, but very little attention is paid to the decreases in safety and usability of Eads and Crystal and
all of the various cross streets.

As a resident of one of the neighborhoods that will be negatively impacted, I remain steadfastly
opposed to spending hundreds of millions of dollars to make the roads worse and my neighborhood
less safe.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector plan.
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9/24/21 Darren Buck I am writing to provide my personal final input on the Route 1 Multimodal Study draft final report. I
have copied a variety of elected officials, and blind-copied some neighbors, with whom I have talked
over the past year about this project, so that they can hear directly where I stand on your project. My
comments do not represent the views of any group that I am affiliated with, commission that I am a
member or, or my employer. Just me.

Safety – From the beginning, the community has identified safety as our #1 goal, consistent with our
new County Vision Zero Policy. But as Mr. Reinhardt indicated in a public meeting, VDOT considers it
one factor to be traded off as necessary. Thank you for performing the walking/biking crash forecast
(below), which demonstrates that we must remove traffic from Route 1 through rigorous TDM
measures simply to get your preferred alternative to be as safe as doing nothing for people walking
and biking.

This forecast, coming as it does AFTER you have eliminated a number of alternatives, is very
incomplete:
1. Wouldn't our no-build condition be far safer for people walking and biking if we took similar
aggressive TDM measures to reduce traffic? Doesn't the County's Vision Zero policy demand that we
evaluate this theoretically-safest option?
2. How would the Crystal City Sector Plan configuration, eliminated earlier in the study, have
performed in this safety analysis, with and without TDM measures?
3. VDOT acknowledged at various points through the study that bringing Route 1 to grade at 15th, but
leaving it elevated at 18th, was technically feasible, but it was never documented, evaluated,
discussed or analyzed. How would that design alternative have performed, both with and without
TDM measures?

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel
Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to
other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through
adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also investigate the benefits of lowering the
speed limit, as well as applying measures consistent with Arlington County’s
Vision Zero Action Plan, especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th
and 18th Streets.

VDOT will consider your specific suggestions in conducting the analyses in
Phase 2 of this study, including your suggestions on analyzing traffic diversion,
analyzing Transitway run times, and evaluating and documenting various
possible Route 1 configurations.

Phase 2 will also include additional opportunities to meet with residents of
Crystal City and Pentagon City to discuss the Phase 1 report findings and the
additional analysis included with Phase 2. The current plan is to meet in the
early, mid, and late stages of Phase 2, covering topics appropriate for those
stages of the Phase 2 study.



5.  Phase 1 Study – Draft Report:  Comments received through emails and letters, August 2021 – October 2021

Page 131 of 182

4. The NL BID and partners in the "People Before Cars Coalition" have advocated for a 5-6 lane cross-
section. How would this option perform?

And still, one year in, no one will answer the question, "If/when Arlington ever builds a school in either
Crystal City or Pentagon City, will the walk/bikeshed for kids be truncated because children cannot
safely cross your preferred new 6-7 lane at-grade highway?" As a father of an active five-year-old who
we are forced to bus to school now, it has been highly frustrating to see this question ignored.

Traffic - The only answer to traffic concerns, particularly about continued diversion onto side streets
(such as Fern Street south of 26th, a local yield-street which currently carries an unsafe 6,000+
vehicles per day), is to propose and assume success of aggressive TDM measures to reduce traffic.
While I personally welcome such an approach, and wholeheartedly believe that our future system
must rely upon such assumptions, I am given nothing within this study to answer the justified
skepticism of my neighbors. No details are provided on what exactly we will do, other than the known
pipeline investments in transit capital.

Similarly, nothing is described to address the reasons within the corridor that drivers bound for
Pentagon/Crystal City already divert off of Route 1, and how this routing will be controlled in the
future. Parallel Eads and Fern south of 23rd Street simply feature fewer traffic signals than Route 1.
Similarly, parallel Crystal Drive and (eventually) a continuous Clark/Bell may offer travel time
advantages.

Addressing the structural reasons why diversions happen within the corridor now was a point that was
repeatedly raised, requires the study to consider the portion of the corridor south of 23rd Street, and
is not addressed in deciding your preferred course of action. Those of us who believe that we can
reduce peak hour auto volumes in the corridor have been left without an answer to real concerns that
the community has been raising for years. And you are making your decision assuming success in a
planning approach that you cannot describe and have never taken before.

Transit - You propose to remove bus boarding/alighting capacity at the CC Metro station, and put the
responsibility on the County to replace that capacity with a bus facility in what is now open space.
Your chosen alternative also puts a physical constraint on signal timing for Transitway service passing
through the 15th/Clark and 18th/Bell intersections, by placing those intersections in close proximity to
higher-volume at-grade Route 1 intersections. As the Transitway has historically been treated by the
County as the most important transportation project in our neighborhood, to the point that an at-
grade 12th St was left out of this study's scope in order to preserve the Transitway's grade-separation
across Route 1, what exactly your chosen alternative will do to the Transitway run-times is a baffling
question to leave open.

Benefits - It is unclear how the public benefits from this public project. Estimated project costs are not
covered by state funding. Adjacent private landowners will benefit, and perhaps contribute to the
project being built. Adjacent and newly-vacated public land will increase in value, and may be sold to
fund the project. VDOT will take several bridge structures off of its asset management roster. The
County may see net increases in tax revenue over the no-build, but with developers presumably
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paying into this project, their future contributions to true public improvements may be curtailed,
and/or housing prices will escalate further.

Meanwhile, County residents are expected to:
1. Build a new bus station at Crystal City Metro (cost and efficacy unknown, and displacing unknown
other potential uses for that land in other configurations);
2. Have our walking and biking trips across Route 1 at 18th Street lengthened by an average of 75
seconds;
3. Probably bus students across Route 1 to a future public school;
4. Construct unknown adjacent street changes to adapt to changed traffic patterns;
5. Hopefully not bear an increased risk of being hit by a Route 1 driver;
6. Possibly live with permanently-diminished Transitway service; and
7. Live with years of construction impacts.

Process - From the beginning, undertaking such a major change to our community, and not involving
that community in generating and participating in a full and open analysis of alternatives, was a fatal
planning flaw. In this email, I have described a variety of options and features that have been raised
throughout, needed to be evaluated in deciding how to proceed with this monumental change in our
community, and were not. Those include:
1. Evaluating and documenting an alternative to keep Route 1 grade-separated at 18th Street, and at-
grade at 15th.
2. Evaluating and documenting the "People Before Cars" Coalition alternative of a 5-6 lane cross
section with other downstream changes.
3. Performing safety forecasts for all alternatives, including those above, assuming both with/without
traffic reductions.
4. Evaluating transit run-times.
5. Evaluating and documenting alternatives for the corridor and parallel streets south of 23rd Street.

I would invite our elected County leaders to openly enter the conversation, as I believe that the
community has carried the ball as far as we can. I believe that Phase II of this project is premature
until we have a proper cleansheet- of-paper process to replace this incomplete Phase I draft final.

9/27/21 Chris Slatt,
President,
Sustainable
Mobility for
Arlington
County

On behalf of Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County, representing our hundreds of Arlington resident
members who value sustainable mobility options, please accept the following feedback on the Virginia
Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) draft report on Route 1 in National Landing.

We support bringing Route 1 to-grade.
• It removes the barrier that the elevated highway currently presents, separating Crystal City from Pentagon
City.
• It will ultimately result in fewer cars in these “downtown” areas.
• It will allow the creation of more city, stitching together the existing gash that Route 1’s ramp
spaghetti creates through this urban area.

Much more needs to be done to bring Route 1 to-grade safely.

Thank you for your comments.

In the Phase 1 analysis, 4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough
capacity for even the reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM
strategy is implemented; therefore, VDOT will recommend that Route 1 will
retain the 6 thru lanes. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on
street parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

More detailed data is included in the appendices, and Phase 2 will investigate
through lanes and person trips more closely (for transit, north-south
pedestrian and bicycle trips, etc.).
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• Six-lanes is too many through-lanes. The outside lanes proposed should be dedicated permanently to on-
street parking, leaving 4 through lanes. Having to cross fewer lanes will improve safety for pedestrians and
bring fewer cars to National Landing. On-street parking will help calm traffic and Route 1 better able to
function as a commercial corridor.
• To function well as an Urban Boulevard, lane widths must be tightened up to 10’ with the possible
exception of a single 11’ lane in each direction to better support bus & truck traffic. As per NACTO
recommendations, “Travel lane widths of 10 feet generally provide adequate safety in urban settings while
discouraging speeding. Cities may choose to use 11-foot lanes on designated truck and bus routes (one 11-
foot lane per direction) or adjacent to lanes in the opposing direction.”
• Protected bike lanes and protected intersections must be baked into the design from the outset, not
considered as an afterthought. This study’s “multimodal” priorities are laid bare by its complete failure to
look outside the curb lines.
• The design speed and speed limit need to be 25 mph, not 30. This is a downtown area with significant
pedestrian, bike and scooter traffic.
• Red light cameras and speed cameras are necessary for enforcement (once legislation allows) and ticket
income should be dedicated to Vision Zero projects in the area.
• The report should highlight and recommend operational strategies that will improve pedestrian safety like
signal timing and turn restrictions (pedestrian recall, rest in walk, leading pedestrian intervals, no right on
red, exclusively protected left-turn phasing from Route 1, etc.)

The scope needs to be expanded.
• The study boundary, and potential at-grade improvements need to be considered from 15th all the way
south to the Alexandria border.
• Route 1 carries regional traffic, and as such the Transportation Demand Management plan must be
regional as well. Additionally, it must consider transit improvements, telework, parking- pricing, and more.

This draft report is incomplete, even as a Phase 1.
• It lacks information on the safety impact of alternatives that were discarded – the Sector Plan cross section,
a narrower 4 through-lane cross section, etc.
• It lacks information on the transit-run-time impact of the various alternatives that were considered, again
making clear that this “multimodal study” was a car-focused study with multimodal window dressing.
• It fails to properly address the burdens created by the displacement of the existing Crystal City Multimodal
center at 18th Street.

Thank you for your time. For additional feedback, please see our joint letter as part of the People Before Cars
Coalition.

Lane widths will be 11 feet, given the volume of trucks, buses, and other
larger vehicles using all of the lanes.

Regarding the space behind the curb, the Sector Plan provides guidance and
the cross sections developed with this Phase 1 study show supporting
sidewalks and other features.  Bicycle facilities are possible, but current
County policy does not include bicycle lanes along Route 1; perhaps that will
change with continued coordination and collaboration.

Design speed and other measures and strategies for pedestrian and bike
safety will be analyzed further in Phase 2.

The multimodal transit center, while addressed with Phase 1, will be further
analyzed in Phase 2.

9/29/21 Alison, from
Arlington Ridge
Neighborhood

I reviewed the Route 1 at Grade crossing plans and simply don’t think an at grade anything will make
Route 1 a good pedestrian or bike friendly route. It looks like a temporary patch to a mounting
problem along the entire corridor.

There is so much traffic and it’s a major thoroughfare. Slowing traffic down and reducing lanes will
only make for more and longer traffic queues. It will also push traffic into the other streets as a cut
through. Much like Eads street is used now, as a cut through to avoid Rt 1.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.
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If you’ve ever actually tried to cross on foot or a bike at 15th Street you might see how unfriendly it is.

Cars aren’t going away, it’s just what the County wants to happen, but I see no evidence of it. I only
see more traffic, longer turn lines at lights and pedestrians playing chicken with turning cars when
they have the right of way.

I encourage a strategy of below grade pedestrian crossings along with a more comprehensive plan for
the entire route. I see it will be more expensive but longer term it makes sense to me.

Take the dedicated bus lanes further south on Rt 1 near Potomac Yards. I see no evidence of traffic
reduction because people are taking the bus due to it’s speed. I see longer lines of traffic and very few
pedestrians.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive Travel
Demand Management (TDM) Strategy to reduce traffic by shifting people to
other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and traffic diversions through
adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also investigate the benefits of lowering the
speed limit, as well as applying measures consistent with Arlington County’s
Vision Zero Action Plan, especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th
and 18th Streets.  In addition, Phase 2 will also investigate a grade separated
crossing at 18th Street.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and Amazon.
Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the future and
may be performed by the state or by local government.

9/29/21 Brian Grant My name is Brian Grant, Senior Vice President with Equity Residential. We are a large stakeholder in
the National Landing area by virtue of our property holdings in Arlington and Alexandria. I am writing
in support of the recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe,
multimodal, urban boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft
Report released by the Virginia Department of Transportation last month. Equity Residential also
encourages VDOT to consider the following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the
next phase begins:
● Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-scaled
movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking transit.
Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the associated land uses
along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic principles, sidewalk
treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.
● Extend Project Scope- Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border offers a
more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include the
intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street
South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street
intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow traffic and
deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach.
Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and Montgomery County,
have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel lanes and
maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended approach to further study
lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, the Coalition recommends adopting
other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community
through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset,
protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and especially across
the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility
combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where east/west bicycle network

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
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connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and 15th Street South
but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity. The Coalition
supports additional analysis of the 23rd Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated
safe space for people to bike and ride micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for crea ve opera ons and enforcement tac cs – VDOT
and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to
speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety
infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street parking should be incorporated to
further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while
furthering other economic development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business
community. Safety-focused operational improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to
slow turning vehicles, and leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further
prioritize walking, biking and transit.
● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, the Coalition highlights the need for a
comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and the rest of
National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.

9/29/21 Christopher Pile Bringing Route 1 to-grade is needed to transform this area of Crystal City into the walkable downtown
core that it needs to be. The current draft of the Route 1 report is light on the details necessary to do
so safely. An at-grade Route 1 must:
- have fewer through-lanes
- have full-time on-street parking
- have 10' lane widths
- have a 25mph design speed and speed limits
- have protected bike lanes & protected intersections
- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected left-turn phasing and
leading pedestrian intervals
- have red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- have improvements through Arlington, not just north of 23rd Street

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity for even the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is
implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on street
parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.



5.  Phase 1 Study – Draft Report:  Comments received through emails and letters, August 2021 – October 2021

Page 136 of 182

9/29/21 Christopher
Scott

Bringing Route 1 to-grade is needed to transform this area of Crystal City into the walkable downtown
core that it needs to be. The current draft of the Route 1 report is light on the details necessary to do
so safely. An at-grade Route 1 must
- have fewer through-lanes
- have full-time on-street parking
- have 10' lane widths
- have a 25mph design speed and speed limits
- have protected bike lanes & protected intersections
- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected left-turn phasing and
leading pedestrian intervals
- have red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- have improvements through Arlington, not just north of 23rd Street

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity for even the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is
implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on street
parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

9/29/21 Claudia Pors Bringing Route 1 to-grade is needed to transform this area of Crystal City into the walkable downtown
core that it needs to be. The current draft of the Route 1 report is light on the details necessary to do
so safely. An at-grade Route 1 must:
- have fewer through-lanes
- have designated curb areas for drop-off and pick-up at retail and less on-street parking
- have 10' lane widths
- have a 25mph design speed and speed limits
- have protected bike lanes & protected intersections
- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected left-turn phasing and
leading pedestrian intervals - have red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- have improvements through Arlington, not just north of 23rd Street

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity for even the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is
implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on street
parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.
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9/29/21 David Balick Bringing Route 1 to-grade is needed to transform this area of Crystal City into the walkable downtown core that it
needs to be. The current draft of the Route 1 report is light on the details necessary to do so safely. An at-grade
Route 1 must
- have fewer through-lanes
- have full-time on-street parking
- have 10' lane widths
- have a 25mph design speed and speed limits
- have protected bike lanes & protected intersections
- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected left-turn phasing and leading
pedestrian intervals
- have red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- have improvements through Arlington, not just north of 23rd Street

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity for even the
reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM strategy is
implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on street
parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

9/29/21 Kathleen
Harrison

This area is congested enough. Bringing Rt1 to street level will make it worse. If you lived in this area you would
know this first hand.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns. Please note
that several of our VDOT and consultant team members have recently resided
or worked in Crystal City and Pentagon City and have firsthand knowledge of
the transportation challenges of the study area.

9/29/21 Katy Lang I worry that bringing Route 1 to grade will actually hurt the very walking people that you are trying to
attract. How can you have a safe, "walkable downtown" when a huge boulevard is antithetical to most
of the best practices in urban downtown transportation? Even NYC has pedestrianized and shrunk
large portions of its most iconic boulevard, Broadway.

I am in favor of leaving grade-separated walk & bike crossings. It saves hundreds of millions of dollars
and is the best for safety.

However, if Route 1 must be turned into an at-grade boulevard, I am unsatisfied with the current draft
report. It is light on the details necessary to do so safely.

An at-grade Route 1 MUST:
- have fewer through-lanes than proposed. We know that urban arterials, like the proposed Route 1,
are the leading location type for pedestrian injuries and fatalities.
- have full-time on-street parking as a traffic-calming measure, with plenty of space for transit, bike
parking, and daylighting.
- have 10' lane widths for traffic calming
- have a 25mph design speed and speed limits - have parking-protected bike lanes & protected
intersections

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity during peak
periods for even the reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM
strategy is implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on
street parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.
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- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected left-turn phasing, and
leading pedestrian intervals
- have red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- have improvements through Arlington, not just north of 23rd Street.

9/29/21 Mark Blacknell Route 1, as it exists, is a net negative for Crystal City and Arlington as a whole. VDOT as an opportunity
to change that. To do so, at-grade Route 1 must:
- reduce the number of through-lanes
- use full-time on-street parking to slow travel speed - have 10' lane widths – maximum.
- design for 25mph
- add *protected* bike lanes & protected intersections (use the parking to do that).
- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected left-turn phasing and
leading pedestrian intervals
- incorporate red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- realize that Arlington as a whole uses and crosses Route 1 from the Pentagon down to West Glebe,
and make changes that recognize that.

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity during peak
periods for even the reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM
strategy is implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on
street parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

9/29/21 Sustainable
Mobility for
Arlington
County,
Michael Spotts

Bringing Route 1 to-grade is needed to transform this area of Crystal City into
the walkable downtown core that it needs to be. The current draft of the
Route 1 report is light on the details necessary to do so safely. An at-grade
Route 1 must:
- have fewer through-lanes
- have full-time on-street parking
- have 10' lane widths
- have a 25mph design speed and speed limits
- have protected bike lanes & protected intersections
- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected
left-turn phasing and leading pedestrian intervals
- have red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- have improvements through Arlington, not just north of 23rd Street

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity during peak
periods for even the reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM
strategy is implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on
street parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
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Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

9/29/21 Pamela Van
Hine (Pedestrian
Advisory
Committee)

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the draft final report for Phase 1 of the VDOT
Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Feasibility Study. I am sending you my comments as the Arlington
County Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) VDOT Route 1 Task Force representative.

I continue to stand by my prior submitted comments, especially those submitted on March 15 and
available on pp. 230-232 of the VDOT Supplement for Public Comments and Cost Estimates. I am glad
to see that VDOT has made some improvements to the proposed at-grade plan since March, and I
submit that these at-grade intersections are still not safe for pedestrians and cyclists and are not
acceptable as currently designed.

I am commenting on the following issues:
• The failure of Phase 1 of the project to achieve project goals
• Bike-Pedestrian Safety Crossing at-grade Route 1 at 18th Street
• Cross-Sectional Elements and Design Criteria
• Measures of Effectiveness (MoE) and Comparison of Options
• Phase 2 Studies

The failure of Phase 1 of the project to achieve project goals:

As I stated in my March comments: “We would be less safe, especially if walking or cycling.
Multimodal accessibility and accommodations are not improved, and transit would not be more
accessible or convenient. The environment would not be improved, and the urban fabric would
remain torn.” See my more detailed comments on March 15 and a few updates in the following
sections.

Bike-Pedestrian Safety Crossing at-grade Route 1 at 18th Street:

Pedestrians, cyclists, drivers, and transit riders currently use an underpass to cross Route 1 at 18th
Street South. This current passage is comfortable and safe, as cyclists and pedestrians have no conflict
with the Route 1 traffic. This passage allows for low-stress, efficient, and convenient access to
transportation connections, such as the Crystal City Metro, buses at the transit station, and the Crystal
City Connector.

Despite VDOT identifying safety, walkability, bikeability, and transit operations as four of the
community’s top five design priorities, VDOT is recommending replacing the current safe connection
at 18th with a six-lane at-grade intersection that will be less safe, less comfortable, and less
convenient, especially for the most vulnerable road users – the young, the old, the frail, and those
with disabilities. VDOT’s metrics identify this new proposal as decreasing safety overall and pedestrian
and bicyclist safety in particular at 18th Street (see Fig. 7-17). Building a new intersection that is more
dangerous than the existing intersection runs counter to Vision Zero principles, cited in the Vision Zero

Thank you for your very thoughtful comments. VDOT understands your
concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate
the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

VDOT will do its best to address your very specific comments as the study
moves into Phase 2.
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Action Plan recently adopted by the County, as well as in guidelines in the County’s approved Master
Transportation Plan and Crystal City Sector Plan.

VDOT acknowledges that the at-grade configuration will decrease safety and transit effectiveness.
VDOT proposes to partially mitigate risk through several as yet unidentified, unproven, and unfunded
future projects: a “comprehensive and effective” TDM program, a new multimodal station addition by
the Crystal City Metro, and a new undefined grade-separated passage for pedestrian and cyclist
safety. The draft report includes implementing several modern urban road design and traffic
management features along the Route 1 at-grade proposed intersections, such as leading pedestrian
intervals, automatic enforcement, RRFBs, and speed bumps. Although these safety features will help,
they will not make the proposed at-grade configuration safe enough for vulnerable road users.

What would a truly safe and comfortable at-grade intersection be like? RJ Schneider et al. (2021)
recently published an important analysis of pedestrian fatalities in the United States.
[Reference: (1) Schneider, R. J., Sanders, R., Proulx, F., & Moayyed, H. (2021). United States fatal pedestrian crash hot spot
locations and characteristics. Journal of Transport and Land Use, 14(1), 1–23. https://doi.org/10.5198/jtlu.2021.1825]
The authors found that nearly all deaths (97%) occurred on multilane roadways, with 70% requiring
pedestrians to cross five or more lanes. More than three-quarters of the locations had speed limits of
30 mph or higher, and 62% had traffic volumes exceeding 25,000 vehicles per day (vpd).

However, VDOT’s current at-grade proposal is inconsistent with the recommendations in the
Schneider article:
• VDOT is recommending a new 7-lane at-grade intersection at 15th & Route 1 and a new 6-lane at-
grade intersection at 18th & Route 1 – both proposed intersections have more than 4 lanes to cross.
• VDOT hopes to reduce vehicular traffic on Route 1 in 2025 from 50,000 to 34,000 vpd – a 32%
decrease. How this would be achieved remains unclear, and in any case, it is still way above the 25,000
vpd cited in the Schneider study.
• The current speed limit on this section of Route 1 is 35 mph. VDOT had proposed studying the
feasibility of lowering the speed limit to no more than 30 mph, but is now proposing studying the
impact of lowering it further to 25 mph in Phase 2. This change is good as an at-grade Route 1 should
not have a speed limit above 25 mph given the significant increased risk of pedestrian fatalities with
higher speeds.

Expected traffic diversion to local streets will also increase risk to those traveling on foot and by
bicycle. VDOT acknowledges that the at-grade configuration will cause traffic diversion from Route 1
to local streets, including significant increases in traffic on Crystal Drive, Eads, Hayes, and Fern. Some
drivers may divert to both Eads and Clark-Bell as they are forced to make a series of additional turns to
compensate for being unable to turn left at the proposed at-grade Route 1 and 18th Street South
intersection. Eads and Clark-Bell are major bike routes, transit routes, and pedestrian routes. The
increased diverted traffic will cause increased conflict with these other road users and will increase
danger to those cycling and walking along these popular routes. VDOT needs to show how traffic
diversion and conflicts can be reduced in its Phase 2 studies.

Cross-Sectional Elements and Design Criteria (pp. ES-14 - ES-15):
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The VDOT draft report describes several proposed streetscape elements along an at-grade Route 1.
Unfortunately, except for the description of the median refuge (10’ minimum width and tree-lined),
the descriptions are either incomplete, dangerous, or non-existent (the bicycle zone).
• The proposed design speed of 30 mph, although lowered from the current 35 mph, and 11’ wide
travel lanes, present significant safety risks to those traveling by foot or by bicycle.
• The description of the “pedestrian zone” – the entire area from the back of the curb to the building
edge: Delineate each sidewalk zone separately, provide minimum widths for each zone, and describe
the appropriate uses and limitations for each zone. These guidelines should be based upon
recommendations in the County MTP Pedestrian Element, the Bike Element, the Crystal City Sector
Plan (CCSP), and the Crystal City Multimodal Transportation Study. For instance, the clear zone should
have a 10’ minimum width and the landscaping zone should have an 8’ minimum width throughout
the Route 1 corridor. Cafe zones cannot encroach upon the clear zone; they should be planned to fit in
either the shy zone next to the building or be incorporated into the landscaping zone, per the
Pedestrian Element (p.6) and CCSP (pp. 122, 124). Separate safe space for cyclists should be included
to prevent conflict with pedestrians and keep both groups safe.

Measures of Effectiveness (MoE) and Comparison of Options:

Measurements of Effectiveness:

Thank you for providing your definitions of the measures of effectiveness and for noting whether you
applied a qualitative, quantitative, or both analyses to each MoE (pp. 17-18). These are my comments
on these definitions and how they are applied:
• Pedestrian Operations and Safety: The VDOT report states that: “Pedestrian operations/ safety may
worsen with the at-grade intersections. However, lowering the Route 1 speed limit and restricting left
turns at the Route 1 and 18th Street S intersection may improve overall safety in the corridor in
addition to considering a pedestrian overpass or underpass along 18th Street S at Route 1” (p. 149).
VDOT Figure 6-3. Predicted Bicycle and Pedestrian Crashes per Year (2021 to 2040) for Route 1, I-395
to 23rd Street indicates that the incidence of bike-ped crashes (from I-395 to 23rd) with at-grade
intersections and a massive TDM program could be similar to the current grade-separated intersection
at 18th. I find this figure misleading because it covers the entire Route 1 distance from I-395 through
23rd Street, yet Table 3-6 Intersection Crashes by Type shows that the only bike-pedestrian crashes
are at 23rd and 20th. See Figure 7-17 Predicted Crashes per Year by Location for Route 1, I-395 to 23rd
Street S, which shows no crashes of any kind at 18th in the current grade-separated intersection and
significant predicted numbers of crashes at 18th with all at-grade options. Even with a massive,
effective TDM program, pedestrians and cyclists will still be at greater risk crossing an at-grade Route
1 at 18th Street.

• Vehicular Operations: The report states that with the at-grade option: “Vehicle operations may be
impacted if vehicle trips increase in the future and congestion occurs. However, vehicle operations
may have impacts minimized with an effective travel demand management strategy.” The report
further describes the impact of diverted traffic on local streets, especially without a left turn capability
at an at-grade 18th & Route 1. Saying traffic might be mitigated sufficiently through TDM is not
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realistic until Phase 2 studies on TDM have been completed and show that TDM could lower traffic
volume sufficiently.

• Walkability and Bikeability: Walkability along an at-grade Route 1 – or with the CCSP plan – is
improved. However, walkability across Route 1 at an at-grade 18th is more dangerous – and is only
more interesting if playing in traffic is “interesting.” East-west bike infrastructure improvements across
Route 1 would be provided in either at-grade or CCSP options. No specific plans for north-south bike
access along an at-grade Route 1 are included. Crossing an at-grade Route 1 remains dangerous for
cyclists, as it does for pedestrians.

• Transit Effectiveness: Thank you for the VDOT revised plan for the expanded multimodal center by
the Crystal City Metro station (see Figure 6-18 Concept Plan of Intermodal Facility at Crystal City Metro
Station p. 102). This revision provides a more logical flow for buses and includes a bit of open space
between the facility and an at-grade Route 1 that could connect to the proposed shared use path west
of Clark-Bell.

However, even with this potential new center, the overall effectiveness and reliability of transit
services are at risk with an at-grade Route 1. The report states that with the at-grade option: “...bus
operations may be impacted if vehicle trips increase in the future and congestion occurs. However,
bus operations may have impacts minimized with an effective travel demand management strategy.”
Traffic projections in the report show that transit reliability will be impacted adversely with at-grade
proposals, which could lead to some transit riders abandoning transit for cars, thus making an
effective TDM program even more difficult to implement. Figuring out how to improve at-grade transit
effectiveness must be a priority in Phase 2 studies.

• Environmental: The impact of road design on storm water management is important, but also
important is the negative environmental impacts of vehicular emissions in traffic and the positive
environmental impact of active modes of transportation – and that crossing dangerous intersections
may discourage using alternative modes of transportation and encourage more driving.

• Urban fabric: One of the VDOT project goals is to mend the urban fabric by creating connections
between Crystal City and Pentagon City, yet the Phase 1 proposal fails to create better east-west
connectivity across Route 1 – a key goal of Livability 22202. The porosity of Route 1 remains
unchanged, megablocks are not broken down into a more human size, and new, much needed east-
west connections are not created. Pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers continue to be channeled onto a
handful of cross streets (12th, 15th, 18th, 20th, and 23rd) and continue to be in dangerous conflict
with each other.

• ADA Considerations: Accessing sidewalks along Route 1 with the at-grade option appears to be
easier for those with mobility impairments. However, crossing Route 1 at-grade is definitely an
increased risk for vulnerable pedestrians.
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• Costs: The at-grade cost estimate of $180 million does not include the costs of the huge regional
TDM program, a bike-ped passage over or under Route 1 at an at-grade 18th, or the expansion of the
multimodal center at the Crystal City Metro station for the buses and bus facilities displaced from an
at-grade 18th. As these projects are essential to the success of an at-grade option, their estimated
costs need to be included in the cost estimates, even if the costs are not covered by VDOT. These
additional costs would increase the total cost estimate significantly, perhaps approaching - or even
exceeding - the cost estimate for the CCSP option.

• Consistency with National Landing Vision: Why is this MoE not listed with other MoE on pp. 17-18;
why is this a separate MoE, when other MoE already cover most of the National Landing ideas; and
why is it then NOT included in your analysis with the fifteen other MoEs? If you keep the National
Landing Vision MoE, you may also want to add an MoE that compares the VDOT proposals to the
Crystal City Sector Plan, the Arlington County approved plan for Crystal City development, including a
transformation of Route 1 into an urban boulevard.

Comparison of Options (pp. 147-151):

The VDOT report states: “The At-Grade (Option 3), Grade-Separated Sector Plan, and Modified Existing
configurations were evaluated using the MoEs and rated based on their relative impacts as compared
with the existing configuration” (p. 147). Yet details on exactly how the relative impacts were derived
and how they were applied are not provided. Without knowing these details, I continue to be skeptical
about your conclusions.

Phase 2 Studies:

I am encouraged that VDOT plans to study the feasibility of several concepts during Phase 2, as many
of these studies could improve pedestrian safety. I also appreciate that VDOT has been willing to
consider stakeholder and public feedback in undertaking some of these studies. I am especially glad to
see plans to:
• Examine the feasibility of a potential pedestrian and bicyclist underpass or overpass at 18th street.
VDOT needs to analyze the feasibility and provide details on timing, funding, and effectiveness for this
proposal before a decision to move forward is made.
• Review the Route 1/23rd Street S intersection with reference to the recommendations of the
County’s Vision Zero Action Plan, identifying potential interim improvements that could be
implemented ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Improvements. Route 1 at 23rd is currently a
dangerous intersection for pedestrians and cyclists. Interim improvements are needed, and their
implementation is appreciated.
• Expand the analysis of Option 3: This analysis should also include the impact of no left turns at 18th
on local traffic and bike-ped-transit safety.
• Develop a comprehensive TDM strategy: This needs to include the entire DMV region, not just in
Virginia. VDOT’s cited current data analysis shows that the at-grade proposal will decrease pedestrian
and cyclist safety. To the extent that VDOT plans to rely on TDM programs to increase safety, details
on the scope, strategy, timeline, funding, and effectiveness of the programs need to be provided. An
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effective TDM program should be implemented as soon as possible, and its success evaluated before
an at-grade Route 1 is considered.
• Mitigate future congestion and potential diversion of traffic onto local and regional roads. The
report shows significant diversion of traffic to neighborhood streets with an at-grade option. This
increased traffic increases risks for pedestrians and cyclists traveling along and across these local
streets – and must be prevented. Phase 2 studies need to demonstrate how traffic diversion will be
prevented successfully.
• Update multimodal counts analyses: Include new traffic projections and transit/pedestrian/bike
counts and projections.

I recommend that VDOT add the following studies to its Phases 2 feasibility analyses:
• Analyze whether a truly safe at-grade intersection, per the recommendations in the Schneider article
(1), could be implemented. Can 25mph be achieved, can total vpd be reduced to 25,000, can lanes be
further reduced to four at an at-grade 18th?
• Determine if a Barnes dance intersection could work at an at-grade 18th & Route 1, as has been
successfully implemented in DC’s Chinatown. Can protected intersections be added to both 15th and
18th at-grade intersections? Study the impact of these enhancements on traffic throughput and
cyclist-pedestrian safety.
• Set minimum guidelines for the pedestrian zone: VDOT analyzed how much space is needed along
Route 1 for drivers and their motorized vehicles, but did not study how much space pedestrians,
cyclists, and others need. As currently proposed, a minimum 20’ pedestrian zone does not provide
sufficient space for pedestrians, cyclists, and trees. Phase 2 studies should analyze how much space
and what types of space non-drivers will need to travel safely along Route 1, as well as calculate the
dimensions and characteristics for a landscaping zone that will support healthy trees. Use relevant
guidelines to promulgate appropriate minimum dimensions for each specific sidewalk zone –
landscaping/utilities, clear zone, shy zone/cafe zone, and bike facility — that support the analysis of
space needs.
• Evaluate proposed changes to transit – bus shelters, bus routes, and an expanded multimodal center
at the Crystal City Metro station. What is the impact on transit riders’ safety and convenience, what
are the costs for these changes, how will traffic congestion with at-grade intersections impact transit
reliability and transit riders’ willingness to use it, what are the timelines for implementing these
changes?
• Evaluate the impact of an at-grade Route 1 intersection on 18th on the response time for emergency
vehicles responding to emergencies in Crystal City from the Fire Station on Hayes/18th in Aurora
Highlands: How can these vehicles cross Route 1 quickly and safely; what are the implications of any
delays; and how would the delays be mitigated?
• Expand the scope of the study to include a holistic study of all of Route 1 (from I-395 to Four Mile
Run), as well as an analysis of the full range of potential alternative designs. The proposed Phase 2
NEPA process might provide an appropriate venue for this expanded project scope so that we do not
miss this opportunity to redesign and rebuild a Route 1 that will meet our needs for the next 50 years.

Conclusion:
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Several times over the past year I have asked the same question: How will you make walking on 18th
across an at-grade Route 1 safer than our current walk under Route 1, while maintaining throughput
traffic on Route 1, and keeping Route 1 traffic off our parallel side streets? VDOT has not shown how
this can be accomplished through its Phase 1 studies. I can only hope that Phase 2 will conclude with
definitive analyses that show the way forward to safety for all of us. I look forward to continuing the
discussion.

Thank you.

9/29/21 Michael
Breitenback
(Westin Crystal
City)

My name is Michael Breitenbach, General Manager of The Westin Crystal City at Reagan National
Airport, and I am writing in support of the recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated
highway into a safe, multimodal, urban boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements
Study Phase 1 Draft Report released by the Virginia Department of Transportation last month. The
Westin Crystal City at Reagan National Airport also encourages VDOT to consider the following key
priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the next phase begins:
Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-scaled
movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking transit.
Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the associated land uses
along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic principles, sidewalk
treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.
Extend Project Scope- Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border offers a more
comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include the intersections at
20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in
need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.
Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow traffic and
deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach.
Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and Montgomery County,
have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel lanes and
maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended approach to further study
lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, we recommend adopting other
context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through
which the roadway travels.
Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset,
protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and especially across
the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility
combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where east/west bicycle network
connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and 15th Street South
but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity. We support
additional analysis of the 23rd Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space
for people to bike and ride micromobility vehicles.
Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement tactics - VDOT
and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to
speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
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infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street parking should be incorporated to
further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while
furthering other economic development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business
community. Safety-focused operational improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to
slow turning vehicles, and leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further
prioritize walking,
biking and transit.
Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, we wish to highlight the need for a
comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and the rest of
National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

9/29/21 Robert Peck,
Commonwealth
Joe

My name is Robert Peck and I am the CEO and Co-Founder of Commonwealth Joe Coffee Roasters
(“CWJ”). CWJ’s coffee shop is based in National Landing and I have been living in Pentagon City since
2016, and in Arlington since 2009. I am sending this letter on behalf of myself as a resident of
Arlington and CWJ, as a small business to support of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s
(VDOT) recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe, multimodal, urban
boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft Report released by
VDOT last month. CWJ also encourages VDOT to consider the following key priorities as the Phase 1
Report is finalized and as the next phase begins:

Urbanize Route 1 – Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-scaled
movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking transit.
Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the associated land uses
along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic principles, sidewalk
treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.

Extend Project Scope – Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border offers a
more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include the
intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street
South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street
intersections.

Apply Vision Zero Principles – A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow traffic and
deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach.
Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and Montgomery County,
have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel lanes and
maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended approach to further study
lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, we recommend adopting other

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate
the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
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context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through
which the roadway travels.

Take a People Before Cars Approach – For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset,
protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and especially across
the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility
combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where east/west bicycle network
connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and 15th Street South
but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity. I support
additional analysis of the 23rd Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space
for people to bike and ride micromobility vehicles.

Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement tactics – VDOT
and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to
speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety
infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street parking should be incorporated to
further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while
furthering other economic development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business
community. Safety-focused operational improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to
slow turning vehicles, and leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further
prioritize walking, biking and transit.

Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, we highlight the need for a comprehensive
program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and the rest of National
Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with
Arlington County,

§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.

9/29/21 Georgia
Papadopoulos

My name is Georgia Papadopoulos, co-manager and co-trustee of Twenty-Third Street Corridor, LLC
under the Restated Louis A. Pappas Living Trust PA LLC and I am writing in support of the
recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe, multimodal, urban
boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft Report released by
the Virginia Department of Transportation last month. Twenty-Third Street Corridor, LLC also
encourages VDOT to consider the following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the
next phase begins:
● Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-scaled
movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking transit.
Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the associated land uses
along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic principles, sidewalk
treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
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● Extend Project Scope- Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border offers a
more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include the
intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street
South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street
intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow traffic and
deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach.
Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and Montgomery County,
have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel lanes and
maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended approach to further study
lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, the Coalition recommends adopting
other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the community
through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset,
protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and especially across
the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility
combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where east/west bicycle network
connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and 15th Street South
but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity. The Coalition
supports additional analysis of the 23rd Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated
safe space for people to bike and ride micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement tactics - VDOT
and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to
improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to
speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety
infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street parking should be incorporated to
further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while
furthering other economic development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business
community. Safety-focused operational improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to
slow turning vehicles, and leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further
prioritize walking, biking and transit.
● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, the Coalition highlights the need for a
comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and the rest of
National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape
areas between the back of curb and future buildings

§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.

9/29/21 JW Dumb idea, totally dumb. NO ONE is going to want to walk along Route 1 through Crystal City. It's just
too busy and too dangerous, AND SOMEONE IS GOING TO GET KILLED and then Arlington County will
wring its foolish hands but nothing more than say "oh dear." Route 1 there IS HIGHWAY, not a street.
And it's a major commenting route. Doing any thing to slow down traffic or "traffic calming" silliness

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
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will only cause greater back-ups. Maybe Arlington planner brains would know that if they lived near it
or drove it daily.

This is highly unlikely, I know – but maybe for once Arlington County planners can do something right
and NOT reduce the Route 1 highway through Crystal City to a "street" that will not work. You can
have livability in lots of places but turning a HIGHWAY into a neighborhood road is not going to be it.
Arlington County planners might not ever be sorry (or be held accountable) for such a stupid mistake
but the residents and drivers will be.

Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate
the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

9/29/21 Kathleen
Monahan

I am writing in support of the recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe,
multimodal, urban boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft Report
released by the Virginia Department of Transportation last month. I am also encouraging VDOT to consider the
following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the next phase begins:

• Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-scaled movements
and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking transit. Equally important is the
specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about
landscape and inclusion of biophilic principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all
be considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.
• Extend Project Scope- Extending the project's scope all the way to the Alexandria border offers a more
comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include the intersections at 20th and
23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a treatment
commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.
• Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow traffic and deliver a safe,
pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach. Downtowns across the
country, including those in the District of Columbia and Montgomery  County, have incorporated design standards
aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT's
recommended approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, I
recommend adopting other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment and character of the
community through which the roadway travels.
• Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset, protected
bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and especially across the roadway. This can
be achieved through the incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class
physically protected intersections where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west
connections are rrnost critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. I support additional analysis of the 23rd Street intersection as crucial
connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and ride micromobility vehicles.
• Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement tactics - VDOT and
Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to improving safety along
the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules
while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the
community. On-street parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection
for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by supporting the area's
restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational improvements like right-on-red

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.
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restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be
used to further prioritize walking, biking and transit.
• Manage Demand - To ensure a safe and functional street, I would like to highlight the need for a comprehensive
program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and the rest of National Landing's rich
mobility options.
Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards transforming National Landing into a connected, walkable
downtown. The recommended approach, however, can be further enhanced by the improvements suggested
above. I look forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

9/29/21 Livability 22202
Working Group
(Kateri Garcia,
Scott Miles,
Carol Fuller)

The Livability22202 Working Group on Route 1 representing the three civic associations in 22202—
Arlington Ridge, Aurora Highlands, and Crystal City—wishes to express appreciation to VDOT for
recent efforts to respond to our concerns and clarify a number of points. We recognize that this has
been a major effort and that a lot of thought has gone into the report. We are pleased that VDOT has
decided to move into a Phase 2 of the study where many of the remaining concerns will be addressed,
and hopefully resolved.

However, we still have a number of concerns and believe that the report remains incomplete. The
VDOT study highlights the potential value of a Transportation Demand Management (TDM)
component, but suggests that it be focused in Arlington County, neglecting the significant number of
motorists travelling on Route 1 from outside the County. That this is a regional issue is a compelling
argument for leadership by VDOT and not Arlington County.

We note specifically that “The Commonwealth’s commitment to Amazon is to improve safety,
accessibility, and the pedestrian experience crossing Route 1.” The stated purpose therefore of the
VDOT study was “to identify enhanced multimodal connectivity and accommodations along and across
Route 1 in Crystal City, to meet the changing transportation needs of this growing urban activity
center.” The proposal in the draft study fails on all accounts: it will compromise both safety and
connectivity and affect negatively the pedestrian experience crossing Route 1. Moreover, much
depends on the proposed TDM that may or may not mitigate traffic sufficiently. Given the potential
for TDM, it isn’t clear why immediate implementation wouldn’t be appropriate. Therefore, if VDOT's
Phase 2 Study fails to support its Phase 1 recommendation, we believe the Phase 1
recommendation will have to be modified or abandoned.

We are providing general comments in this cover letter and specific suggestions for improvement
Phase 2 studies in Appendix 1, as well as a plan and sketch for a potential bike/ped underpass under
Route 1 at 18th Street in Appendix 2. Our primary concerns remain the same:

1. Urban Design: We continue to believe, as do other stakeholders, that the scope of the VDOT study
is overly restrictive, both in considering urban road designs and in addressing only a small section of
Route 1 in isolation rather than taking a holistic approach to the entire corridor to the City of
Alexandria line. VDOT says that it lacked funding for the full holistic study in Phase 1, but this was
clearly a major missed opportunity to solve the larger 2 problems of Route 1. Ignoring significant
stretches of Route 1, Glebe Rd., and the proposal for the airport access road in the Crystal City Sector
Plan (CCSP) likely dooms the plans for a shortened urban boulevard to failure.

Safety
· A safety analysis in accordance with the Highway Safety Manual was

performed and the results are reflected in the assessment of the
Measures of Effectiveness—initially, the at-grade configuration shows
increases in predicted crashes for all modes of travel; however, after
reducing traffic volumes with a TDM strategy, the predicted crashes, in
particular for bike/ped, are slightly less than today’s condition.

· Proposed at-grade intersections in the project limits will include every
available safety feature that is appropriate to use.

· IAW Arlington’s recently adopted Vision Zero plan, the Phase 2 study
will include:

an engineering speed study to assess the feasibility of reducing the
travel speed to 25 mph
a study to identify a potential interim solution at the intersection
of Route 1 and 23rd Street, which is identified as a hot spot in
Crystal City in the County’s Vision Zero plan and which would
precede a final design that is proposed by Arlington County

Traffic
· While some diversion of traffic is predicted with the recommended

option most of the percentage increases are not high, and may be
reduced or eliminated by TDM

· TDM is proposed for future at-grade condition because congestion
would worsen in the at-grade condition if traffic volumes are not
reduced

· Transit operations will be further examined under Phase 2 including
relocation of the bus drop-offs currently under 18th Street

Urban Design

The existing configuration of 23rd Street is a limiting factor on
northbound traffic in the morning in any scenario until Clark Street is
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One of the VDOT project goals is to mend the urban fabric by creating connections between Crystal
City and Pentagon City, yet the Phase 1 proposal fails to create better East-West connectivity across
Route 1—a key goal of Livability 22202. No new east-west cross streets are proposed; no megablocks
are broken down into a more human size. From an urban design perspective, the development
anticipated along this portion of Route 1 effectively masks the elevated roadway. The porosity of
Route 1 remains unchanged, and new, much needed east-west connections are not created. All modes
of transportation continue to be channeled onto a handful of cross streets—12th, 15th, 18th, 20th,
and 23rd—continuing to create conflict between users and danger to pedestrians and cyclists. Rather
than improving the crossing experience at 20th and 23rd, the study proposes degrading the
experience at 15th and 18th to mirror the problems at 23rd. Emergency response vehicles currently
use the underpass at 18th Street when responding to Crystal City. It would be appropriate to consider
how an at-grade crossing would affect response times.

2. Safety: The draft report does not improve safety for all travelers along and across Route 1, which is
the number one VDOT project goal and the number one goal for our community. The VDOT report
acknowledges that: “Pedestrian operations/safety may worsen with the at-grade intersections.
However, lowering the Route 1 speed limit and restricting left turns at the Route 1 and 18th Street S
intersection may improve overall safety in the corridor in addition to considering a pedestrian
overpass or underpass along 18th Street S at Route 1.” Even with a massive, effective TDM program,
pedestrians and cyclists will face greater risks and delays crossing an at-grade Route 1 at 18th Street.
This is a critical problem since Arlington will eventually have to build a school in either Crystal City or
Pentagon City to meet growing demand, and parents will not want their children to walk if they
cannot safely cross Route 1.

We support the many urban road safety design features VDOT mentions in its report, such as:
“reduced speeds (30mph), tighter curb radii, reduced lane width, trees and landscaping, median and
curb extensions, and the potential for future on-street parking and bike lanes along Route 1.” We also
recommend that VDOT reduce the width of traffic lanes from 11’ to 10’ or 10 ½’ (widths used by DDOT
and MDOT). Speed and red light cameras need to be part of the project. Right on red needs to be
prohibited at all intersections.

However, we strongly believe that these safety design features—essential as they are—are not
sufficient to keep us truly safe. The Schneider study (1) makes excellent recommendations that
demonstrate that major routes should not have more than 4 lanes to cross, have a speed limit of no
more than 25mph, and have a traffic volume of no more than 25,000 vehicles per day. We
recommend that VDOT study the feasibility of implementing these recommendations in their Phase 2
studies.

3. Process: We appreciate that VDOT has included definitions for its Measures of Effectiveness (MoE)
and noted whether you applied a qualitative, quantitative, or both analyses to each MoE. We were
startled however to see a new MoE for the National Landing BID proposal. If this is included in the final
report, fairness and transparency would require an MoE for the Crystal City Sector Plan, which is the
Arlington County approved plan for the Crystal City area, including plans to redevelop Route 1 as an

relocated further east.  15th Street is one of the key traffic concerns in
the evening.  They are already in the scope
Any state-funded project on Route 1 cannot address the issue of
relocating Clark Street to address some of the biggest issues with 23rd

Street
· The limits of the study were set by the proposed change in

configuration from an elevated highway to an at-grade or elevated
urban boulevard. An extension of the study to the airport access road
and beyond is not necessary to accomplish this change.

Impact on Community
· Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study

are focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur,
in accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

· Any resulting project would provide community improvements by
expanding the sidewalk network and providing the opportunity for
another active and vibrant street in Crystal City.

· No decision on how proceeds from the sale of public lands has been
made.  The CCSP does envision redevelopment and a sizable
proportion of the existing right of way is owned by Arlington County
and the land use is a local decision.

Process
· The purpose of the study is to evaluate configurations for an urban

boulevard and to develop sufficient information to make the best
decision for a future project on Route 1.  Options other than the at-
grade and elevated configuration are not feasible.

· As was described in the third public information meeting, as many as 6
at-grade options were considered.  Three at-grade options were
considered in detail.  These three options were compared to two
separate grade-separated configurations in the form of the no-build
option and the sector plan option.
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urban boulevard. The VDOT report states: “The At-Grade (Option 3), Grade-Separated Sector Plan, and
Modified Existing configurations were evaluated using the MoEs and rated based on their relative
impacts as compared with the existing configuration.” Yet, exactly how the relative impacts were
derived and how they were applied is not transparent. Without knowing these details, we continue to
be skeptical about your conclusions.

4. Costs: The at-grade cost estimate of $180 million does not include the costs of the huge regional
TDM program, a bike-ped passage over/under Route 1 at 18th, or the expansion of the multimodal
center at the Crystal City Metro station, needed for the bus stations displaced from an at-grade Route
1 at 18th. As these projects are essential to the success of an implemented at-grade option, their
estimated costs need to be included in the cost estimates, even if the costs are not covered by VDOT.
These additional costs would increase the total cost estimate significantly, perhaps exceeding the cost
estimate for the CCSP option. This discrepancy needs to be noted clearly in the report.

5. Traffic: VDOT continues to predict significant traffic diversion onto our side streets with the at-
grade proposal. In particular, the study shows that “The combination of closely spaced traffic signals
and heavy pedestrian volumes affect vehicular throughput along eastbound/westbound 18th Street S,
and queues are observed in various scenarios to spill back from Route 1 in both directions.” It also
states: “The most significant increases in volumes are along the nearby parallel streets—Crystal Drive,
S Eads Street, and S Fern Street.” The proposed Phase 2 “robust TDM strategy” is critical to a
successful plan to reduce Route 1 traffic by 20-30% and mitigate traffic diversion, though we are
skeptical that this is possible. We need this comprehensive analysis of regional travel through the
corridor as well as transit capacity now, before the Route 1 plan is finalized. We also need to know
how Route 1 traffic will be prevented from diverting onto our neighborhood streets. Moreover,
VDOT's plan depends heavily on TDM that may, but very possibly may not, mitigate traffic sufficiently.
Under no circumstances should VDOT proceed to implement its plan until it can actually demonstrate
an on-the-ground TDM strategy that will prove to be successful.

6. Impact on community: We continue to assert that the VDOT at-grade proposal delivers no real
benefits or improvements to the community: the report statement that “desire on the part of many
[bold added] stakeholders to remove this segment of urban freeway” does not reflect something the
community desires. Rather, it creates tremendous value for developers, by opening up frontages along
Route 1, whereas the community might prefer more open space. That statement needs to be
corrected in the report, perhaps to say “desire on the part of commercial interests….” We are
particularly concerned that, in citing the National Landing study, the report gives the impression that
the community is onboard, which is not accurate. The increased friction on East-West connectivity
across Route 1 in the proposed plan not only delivers no community benefits, it also seems destined
to cleave National Landing into a separate Pentagon City and Crystal City zones in which the ability to
share community facilities, retail and other essential services is even more limited than it is today.

7. Phase 2: We are pleased that VDOT has agreed to study a number of areas of concern during the
second phase, especially the possibility of a bike/ped underpass under Route 1 at 18th Street,
development of a robust TDM strategy to reduce traffic volume and diversion onto local streets,
specific design concepts for slowing the speed of vehicles along Route 1, study of additional
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pedestrian safety elements, consideration of interim improvements to 23rd Street, and
acknowledgement that a new transit center will need to be built to accommodate the relocation of
buses and bus routes. We are providing in Appendix 2 a suggested plan and preliminary sketch for a
bike/ped tunnel under Route 1 at 18th Street that has great potential, and ask that VDOT engineers
engage with our urban architect Brian Harner to  study this possibility. More detailed sketches are in
preparation.

We look forward to cooperating with VDOT during Phase 2. We strongly encourage you to hold a
community meeting early in Phase 2 to update us on your Phase 2 plans, to hear our concerns about
the project, and allow us to offer suggestions. Please see Appendix 1 attached to this letter for our
comments on specific VDOT Phase 2 proposed studies and our suggestions for additional studies.

Finally, we repeat that, from our perspective, there's no apparent full at-grade configuration that will
provide both adequate safety for east-west walking and biking and prevent excessive traffic from
diverting onto our parallel streets. We continue to support following the plans in the Crystal City
Sector Plan that create an urban boulevard along Route 1 while maintaining its elevation above both
15th Street South and 18th Street South.

Reference: (1): Schneider, R. J., Sanders, R., Proulx, F., & Moayyed, H. (2021). United States fatal
pedestrian crash hot spot locations and characteristics. Journal of Transport and Land Use, 14(1), 1–
23. https://doi.org/10.5198/jtlu.2021.1825

Appendix 1: Phase 2 Studies – An Encouraging List, but Still Incomplete
Appendix 2a: Plan for a Potential Bike/Ped Underpass under Route 1 at 18th Street
Appendix 2b: Preliminary Sketch for Bike/Ped Underpass under Route 1 at 18th Street
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Thank you for these very thoughtful comments and insightful suggestions.
VDOT will do its best to address your comments in Phase 2 of the study.
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Thank you for these insightful comments and sketch on a potential pedestrian
underpass at Route 1 and 18th Street.  VDOT will do its best to consider your
comments and design suggestions in Phase 2 of the study.
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Attachment 2b
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9/24/21 People Before
Cars Coalition
(Gillian Burgess,
Jay Corbalis,
Tracy Sayegh
Gabriel,
Jeremiah
Lowery, Chris
Slatt)

On behalf of the People Before Cars Coalition, please accept this letter outlining support for the Virginia
Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a
safe, multimodal urban boulevard included in their Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft
Report. The letter also outlines some key recommendations for how the proposal can go further to truly ensure a
street is safe and that works for us all.

The Coalition announced its formation around shared priorities, creating a safe and more accessible
transportation network within National Landing. The lead stakeholders include: the National Landing Business
Improvement District (BID), a public-private partnership promoting a vibrant National Landing community;
Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County, an advocacy organization that promotes smart transportation options
for residents; Arlington Families for Safe Streets, a community voice advocating for safer and equitable mobility;
Washington Area Bicyclist Association, a nonprofit supporting a just transportation system, and JBG SMITH, the
largest property owner and developer in National Landing.

The Coalition champions vision-zero principles and prioritizes people-first planning and design for upcoming
projects in National Landing. Transforming Route 1 into a human-scaled, safe multi-modal urban corridor is a
shared top priority. We applaud VDOT’s commitment to urbanizing Route 1 into a people- centric, urban design
and have highlighted the several report findings that are of importance to the Coalition, and additional ways in
which the report should go further to ensure a safe, comfortable street for all users. In addition to the specific
requests outlined in provided attachment, these additional actions should be taken:

• Urbanize Route 1 - Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-scaled
movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking transit. Equally
important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the associated land uses along the
corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic principles, sidewalk treatments, and
locations of building entrances should all be considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.
• Extend Project Scope  - Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border offers a more
comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include the intersections at 20th
and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South are most in need of a
treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th Street intersections.
• Apply Vision Zero Principles  - A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow traffic and
deliver a safe, pedestrian- friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision Zero approach.
Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and Montgomery County, have
incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-foot travel lanes and maximum
speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended approach to further study lowering the speed
limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, the Coalition recommends adopting other context-sensitive
standards that reflect the environment and character of the community through which the roadway
travels.
• Take a People Before Cars Approach  - For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation asset,
protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and especially across the
roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb separated north/south facility
combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections where east/west bicycle network
connections can be made. These east/west connections are most critical at 18th and 15th Street South
but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South to maximize safety and connectivity. The Coalition

Thank you for your comments.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
attempting to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity,
activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric
as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. We agree that a
TDM strategy could be applied today or for any alternative, and indeed, TDM
measures are being currently implemented locally and through ongoing,
significant regional transit investments by the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Phase 2 will also investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as
applying measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Phase 2 will also analyze Route 1 more holistically, including analyzing and
developing near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street intersection
in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington County and
landowners.

VDOT will do its best to address your very specific comments as the study
moves into Phase 2, including urban design, safety, process, costs, traffic, and
impact on community.

Phase 2 will also include additional opportunities to meet with residents of
Crystal City and Pentagon City to discuss the Phase 1 report findings and the
additional analysis included with Phase 2. The current plan is to meet in the
early, mid, and late stages of Phase 2, covering topics appropriate for those
stages of the Phase 2 study.
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supports additional analysis of the 23rd Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe
space for people to bike and ride micromobility vehicles.
• Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement tactics - VDOT and
Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational approaches to improving safety
along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would improve adherence to speed limits and other
traffic rules while providing revenue that could be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements
throughout the community. On-street parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and
provide additional protection for the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic
development goals by supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused
operational improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and
leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking and
transit.
• Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, the Coalition highlights the need for a
comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and the rest of
National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation; we created the People Before Cars Coalition to make
sure it transforms into a downtown where we can live, work and play without needing a car. VDOT’s
recommended approach to urbanizing Route 1 is a step closer to that transformation and would be enhanced by
the improvements suggested above. The Coalition commends VDOT and Arlington County for pursuing a safer,
multimodal, connected urban approach for a reimagined Route 1.

Collectively from the People Before Cars Coalition Stakeholders,
Gillian Burgess
President of the Board, Arlington Families for Safe Streets
Jay Corbalis
Vice President, Public Affairs JBG SMITH
Tracy Sayegh Gabriel
President & Executive Director, National Landing BID
Jeremiah Lowery
Advocacy Director, Washington Area Bicyclist Association
Chris Slatt
President of Sustainable Mobility for Arlington County
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9/28/21 National
Landing
Business
Improvement
District (Tracy
Sayegh Gabriel)

On behalf of the National Landing Business Improvement District (BID) and the collective business
communities of Crystal City, Pentagon City, and Potomac Yard, I am writing in support of the Virginia
Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated
highway into a safe, multimodal, urban boulevard included in their Route 1 Multimodal Improvements
Study Phase 1 Draft Report. Below you will find priority recommendations for how the proposal can go
further to ensure a reimagined urban boulevard for all who work, live and visit National Landing:

● Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-
scaled movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking
transit. Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the
associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic
principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to
ensure a vibrant Route 1.
● Extend Project Scope- Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border
offers a more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include
the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd
Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th
Street intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow
traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision
Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and
Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-
foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended
approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, the
Coalition recommends adopting other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment
and character of the community through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation
asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and
especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb
separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections
where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are
most critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. The Coalition supports additional analysis of the 23rd
Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and
ride micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for crea ve operations and enforcement tactics -
VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational
approaches to improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would
improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could
be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street
parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for
the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by
supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational
improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
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leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking
and transit.
● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, the Coalition highlights the need
for a comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit,
and the rest of National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

9/29/21 Stratis Voutsas My name is Stratis Voutsas, co-manager and co-trustee of Twenty-Third Street Corridor, LLC under the
Restated Louis A. Pappas Living Trust PA LLC and I am writing in support of the recommendation to
convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe, multimodal, urban boulevard included in the
Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft Report released by the Virginia Department of
Transportation last month. Twenty-Third Street Corridor, LLC also encourages VDOT to consider the
following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the next phase begins:

● Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-
scaled movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking
transit. Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the
associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic
principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to
ensure a vibrant Route 1.
● Extend Project Scope- Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border
offers a more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include
the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd
Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th
Street intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow
traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision
Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and
Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-
foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended
approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, the
Coalition recommends adopting other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment
and character of the community through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation
asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and
especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb
separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections
where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are
most critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. The Coalition supports additional analysis of the 23rd

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
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Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and
ride micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement tactics -
VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational
approaches to improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would
improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could
be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street
parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for
the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by
supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational
improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and
leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking
and transit.
● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, the Coalition highlights the need
for a comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit,
and the rest of National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

9/29/21 Sue Rettig
(Vanderbilt
Office
Properties)

My name is Sue Rettig, Sr. Property Manager of Vanderbilt Office Properties, and I am writing in
support of the recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe, multimodal,
urban boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft Report
released by the Virginia Department of Transportation last month. Vanderbilt Office Properties also
encourages VDOT to consider the following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the
next phase begins:

● Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-
scaled movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking
transit. Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the
associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic
principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to
ensure a vibrant Route 1.
● Extend Project Scope- Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border
offers a more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include
the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd
Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th
Street intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow
traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision
Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and
Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-
foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
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approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, the
Coalition recommends adopting other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment
and character of the community through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation
asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and
especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb
separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections
where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are
most critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. The Coalition supports additional analysis of the 23rd
Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and
ride micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for crea ve opera ons and enforcement tac cs -
VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate    creative operational
approaches to improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would
improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could
be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street
parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for
the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by
supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational
improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and
leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking
and transit.
● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, the Coalition highlights the need
for a comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit,
and the rest of National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.

9/30/21 Alistair Watson I second whatever Pam Van Hine and Carol Fuller say!! :) Thank you for your comments.
9/30/21 Deborah

Pfirrmann
I support the response by the Route 1 Working Group. The multimodal study compromises both the
safety and connectivity of our 22202 community.

The proposal in the draft study fails on all accounts: it will compromise both safety and connectivity
and affect negatively the pedestrian experience crossing Route 1. Moreover, much depends on the
proposed TDM that may or may not mitigate traffic sufficiently. Given the potential for TDM, it isn’t
clear why immediate implementation wouldn’t be appropriate. Therefore, if VDOT’s Phase 2 Study
fails to support its Phase 1 recommendation, we believe the Phase 1 recommendation will have to be
modified or abandoned.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
attempting to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity,
activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric
as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.
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Route 1 is a major thoroughfare to other destinations for both commuters and travelers. Keep it
elevated. Thank you.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. We agree that a
TDM strategy could be applied today or for any alternative, and indeed, TDM
measures are being currently implemented locally and through ongoing,
significant regional transit investments by the Commonwealth of Virginia.

9/30/21 James Lantelme I support the return of Rt 1 to grade through Crystal City along the lines of option 3 with some caveats.
The 18th St S intersection needs more work. Due to the adjacent Metro station entrance, there are
substantial numbers of pedestrians crossing from the west. It is vital that the pedestrian crossings not
only be safe but also “read” as safe to pedestrians. It needs to be a pedestrian priority intersection.
Tighter curb radii would make pedestrian crossings shorter and safer. Not only should right on red be
banned, but ban all turns from both streets. After all there are no turns there now and banning turns
will eliminate traffic that would otherwise use it to turn on to Rt 1. Lessened traffic would help bus
travel times along 18th to the Station. The elimination of left turns from Rt 1 is correct. If there is an
underground connection between the Marriott property and the Metro mezzanine, make it accessible
from the street.

The added curves in the right of way are a good way to naturally slow traffic as is the idea for curbside
parking. Lanes should be as narrow as possible with trees along the curbs and in the median.

Because there will be right of way freed up by narrowing the road, there may be sufficient room for
cycle tracks from the 12th St S overpass to 20th St S. Otherwise bike and scooter riders will mostly use
the widened sidewalks.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT appreciates your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Additional analysis and design of the Route 1/18th Street intersection.

9/30/21 Paul Pisano As an Arlington resident who lives on S. 18th St. in Aurora Highlands and one who frequently walks
and bikes under Rt. 1 on 18th St., I can tell you with first hand experience that there is no safer way for
me to get to Crystal City than via the current configuration. Any attempt to talk yourselves into
thinking that bringing Rt. 1 down to grade at S. 15th and S. 18th St. would make for a safer experience
for pedestrians and bicyclists, and enable a more positive multimodal experience is pure folly at best,
and shameful kowtowing to Amazon at worst. The current development in Crystal and Pentagon Cities
has been positive and well planned, and is creating a wonderful urban experience. Please don’t mess it
up by pretending that bringing Rt. 1 to grade will add to that experience. On the contrary, it will
absolutely result in a less safe (creating far more conflicts and opportunities for crashes than currently
exist), more congested and more polluted environment. Your own studies have demonstrated that,
and you’re only lying to yourselves and to us citizens if you think that it will be otherwise.

Please stop pretending this is a good idea, and use your imagination and our money to find more
creative and far less expensive ways to make Rt. 1 an attractive corridor. There are many more options
that can be pursued that will keep it as safe as it is now and maintain the grade separation. You went
into this study with the foregone conclusion that bringing Rt. 1 to grade is the only viable option. Stop,
explore other options and listen to the citizens who live in the neighborhood.

In closing, I want to echo the Livability 22202 members who promote a more holistic approach to
improving Rt. 1. There is a significant need to improve traffic, pedestrian and bike safety and flow at

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
attempting to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity,
activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric
as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.

Phase 2 will also examine improvements at 20th Street and include an analysis
of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street intersection in
advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington County and
landowners.
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the 20th St. and 23rd St. intersections. Any attempt to improve Rt. 1 should address those
intersections as well.

9/30/21 Arlington Bicycle
Advisory
Committee

I am writing as the Arlington Bicycle Advisory Committee representative to the Route 1 task force to
the ongoing VDOT study of the potential for lowering Route 1 in South Arlington to grade.

I’m afraid that effecting dramatic changes in a small portion of Route 1 will fail to have the beneficial
impacts that are envisioned. An “urban boulevard” that is mere blocks long is not likely to result in the
benefits desired, particularly when the roadway to the north and south is largely unchanged. While
the study goals appear to be positive, the proposals seem to advocate strategies inconsistent with
those goals:

• Improve multimodal safety – There are safe crossings for pedestrians and bicyclists at 12th,
15th, and 18th Streets and less safe crossings at 20th and 23rd. Instead of making 20th and
23rd safer, the study proposes to make the others less safe.
• Multimodal accessibility and accommodation – There are no strategies articulated in the
study to improve safe multimodal operations across Route 1. Most of the ideas seem targeted
at mitigating the risks that are attendant to at- grade crossings. By replacing the conflict-free
underpasses with at-grade crossings, the proposed strategy will actually degrade the crossing
of Route 1 for all users. Additionally, emergency vehicles entering Crystal City will now be
forced to cross Route 1 at-grade, which will increase the risk for the fire fighters and increase
response times. Other than the construction of sidewalks along the at-grade portion of Route
1, there doesn’t seem to be any actual improvement for pedestrians or cyclists (bicycles will
continue to be shunted to the parallel streets) along Route 1.
• Transit effectiveness – The proposals do not identify any approach that will improve transit.
The proposed lane allocation does not include dedicated transit lanes or other approaches that
would both speed and encourage transit use.
• Vehicular operations – This seems to enjoy priority in the study. To accommodate the traffic,
VDOT is considering approaches that will almost certainly result in increased traffic on local,
parallel streets. Additionally, to improve the flow at intersections, turn restrictions will force
Route 1 motorists to use those parallel streets for around-the-block maneuvers, to the likely
detriment of the local community.

Thank you for your very thoughtful comments. VDOT understands your
concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate
the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will analyze Route 1 more holistically, including analyzing
and developing near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, as well as further examining multimodal safety within
the corridor, multimodal accessibility, transit effectiveness, vehicular
operations, and environmental and urban design aspects.

Additional east-west corridors could be focused on providing additional
pedestrian and bicycle connections; however, those connections within the
current block structure would be dependent upon development of those
blocks.

Phase 2 will also investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy to
reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
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• Environmental – While the proposed changes are somewhat neutral with respect to most
environmental aspects, additional green spaces may provide some benefits. The VDOT study
might consider the potential environmental value of converting the lands freed by the
proposed at-grading to green or open spaces instead of buildings.
• Urban fabric – Unlike other elevated roadways that bisect communities, the presence of
high-rise buildings along Route 1 effectively “masks” the actual elevation of the roadway. This
masking will be strengthened if additional roadside development occurs along the at-graded
portions of Route 1. The underpasses that presently exist reflect the presence of “superblocks”
that date to before the establishment of Crystal City. There are no plans or proposals to
dramatically change those blocks and the number of crossings.

Phase 2 will also investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as
applying measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

VDOT will do its best to address your very specific comments as the study
moves into Phase 2, including bicycle access throughout the Route 1 corridor.

Phase 2 will also include additional opportunities to meet with residents of
Crystal City and Pentagon City to discuss the Phase 1 report findings and the
additional analysis included with Phase 2. The current plan is to meet in the
early, mid, and late stages of Phase 2, covering topics appropriate for those
stages of the Phase 2 study.

There are a number of concerns about the study that broadly fall into some broad categories:
• Scope of study is too limited
• Won't provide any more E-W connectivity routes because superblocks will continue to exist
• Significantly degrades pedestrian and bicycle safety
• No tangible efforts proposed to actually reduce traffic through TDM
• No consideration of impacts on Clark/Bell and Eads due to customers and service vehicles for
Route 1 facing buildings

Scope of study is too limited

A project of this significance is generally preceded by a “visioning process” that identifies broad
options, typically with few constraints. This effort appears to have begun with a narrow scope and an
outcome in mind. As a result, many of the decisions seemed to be geared towards the intended
outcome as opposed to the concepts that would best achieve the goals. To achieve community goals
and provide real public benefits, this project should examine a wider range of potential options.

The goals of the study are further jeopardized by the artificial limits on the scope of the study (which
will limit the scope of the actual project). Given the actual and future development along Route 1 in
Arlington County, studying only a fraction (25%) of the relatively short (9,000 ft) roadway seems to
doom the remainder of the roadway to increasing traffic and safety threats for the foreseeable future.
To the extent there will be increased pedestrian traffic along the portion of Route 1 in the study; those
benefits will be muted by the short treatment. Pedestrians are unlikely to walk along Route 1 when it
terminates to the north and south in the status quo. The concept does not provide for any pedestrian
or bicycle destinations to the north of 15th Street and makes no provisions for the portion of the
roadway south of 18th or 20th Streets. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve Route 1,
focusing the scope on a small segment will be a missed opportunity for Arlington.

Arlington’s Complete Streets program works to connect roadway segments to enhance the flow for
motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. The short segment of Route 1 would create an incomplete
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segment that would not actually connect to provide safety and access for pedestrians and cyclists. To
address that is likely beyond the ability for Arlington to address through it capital programs.

There is mention of a reconstructed bridge from I-395 to Route 1 but no discussion of the schedule or
funding. If such a bridge is essential to the efficacy of this at-grade project, additional details should be
provided and the costs included. If, however, the project is merely anticipated at some undefined
date, any suggestion of benefits from that project should be omitted from this report.

East-West connectivity

While the study overview suggests the elevated portion of Route 1 (from 12th St S to 18th St S) is a
“north-south barrier between those destinations to the east and west”, the study proposes nothing to
address that barrier. At present, there are five points connecting the two sides of Route 1. The
proposed project will not change that number, and will degrade several of those points. The barrier
was created decades ago by decisions (of property owners and Arlington County) that minimized the
connections between Aurora Highlands to the west and Route 1, dating to before 1960. In a 1957
aerial photo (https://gis.arlingtonva.us/photos/Photos_1957/PDF/1957_4.pdf), the superblock of
18th, Route 1, 23rd, and Eads is clearly visible, about 15 years before the Route 1 roadway was
elevated. That land is now the Crystal Towers and Crystal House superblocks. This appears to have
been the conversion of undeveloped land (likely used for the brick industry) directly into the
superblocks. Route 1 was elevated in the early 1970s as was the early development of Crystal City.

This review of the history suggests any efforts to remove the barrier that is Route 1 would not a
restorative effort but a new urban planning initiative. Given that such an effort will also require
dissolution of the superblocks to the west and east of Route 1, any study attempting to increase the
connectivity between Fern and Crystal Drive should include consideration of the land uses for those
properties bordering Route 1. It is likely that there is no appetite by VDOT, Arlington County, or the
property owners for such an initiative. If done, such rezoning would actually create an urban
boulevard in the manner of Pennsylvania Avenue in the District by creating shorter, more connected
blocks. This proposal does not do that.
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As proposed, the points of connectivity that presently exists across Route 1 (23rd, 20th, 18th, 15th,
and 12th) will be unchanged or lowered to grade. The combination of the long blocks between those
streets and increased pedestrian traffic along Route 1, will likely present a risk of pedestrians crossing
mid-block, which will have to be addressed for pedestrian safety (a problem that existed south of 23rd
Street until VDOT erected a fence in the median).

The Arlington County Fire Department responds to emergencies in Crystal City by travelling on Hayes
and 18th St into Crystal City. This route passes under Route 1 and involves but four traffic signals
(Fern, Eads, Clark/Bell, and Crystal Drive) which collectively carry fewer vehicles than Route 1. While a
new at-grade intersection with Route 1 would be equipped with an emergency signal override, there
would remain the potential of some blockage that would delay emergency vehicles from crossing
Route 1. It does not appear that the ACFD has been engaged in the effort.

The discussion of bicycle and pedestrian safety elements seems to omit bicycles from the discussion of
a “pedestrian overpass or underpass at 18th Street S.” An overpass would likely occupy a significant
portion of the sidewalk space that had been proposed for pedestrian and shop fronts. Additionally, it
seems odd that the pedestrians would be asked to climb the overpass to get over Route 1, when
motor vehicles can do so without difficulty. The demands of such an overpass for sidewalk space
would need to include consideration of the structure in a manner that maintains the sidewalk space.
Degrades pedestrian and cyclist safety

Two of the crossing points (20th and 23rd) are regularly avoided by pedestrians and cyclists because
they are unsafe. The other three provide safe, grade-separated crossings. This study concluded that
rather than fixing the two unsafe crossings, two of the grade-separated crossings should be converted
to at-grade crossings.

The study suggests that slowing traffic coming off Route 110 and I-395 is critical to provide for
pedestrian safety, indicating that vehicles should be traveling close to 30 mph by 15th Street. While
laudable, it then suggests this could be done with education, enforcement, and other approaches. It
would seem essential that the Arlington County Police Department identify the strategies and
resources necessary to actually perform speed enforcement on Route 1 and the designs provide for
safe locations where the Police could actually conduct enforcement. If the at-grade alternative is
selected, Arlington County would need to assign priorities to the ACPD for the necessary enforcement
as well as objective measures when those enhanced enforcement measures could be suspended (and
reinstituted).

With respect to enforcement and speeding, VDOT had declined to consider a lower speed limit to
avoid back-ups that might extend to I-395. It is interesting to note that the speed limits on I-395 north
of the exit for Route 1 is comparatively low (it seems that I- 395 south only changes to 55 mph at the
point where the Route 1 off-ramp diverges from the interstate. That would lead to the conclusion that
the speed of vehicles from I- 395 may not require as much slowing as might have been imagined, if the
speed limits on I-395 were effectively enforced.
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While the observation (pg 77) that roadways with lower speeds are safer for pedestrians and cyclists,
that is generally attributed to the reduction in fatalities as a result of collisions. Speeding on Route 1 is
frequent and without effective speed control measures it is unlikely to expect a modest alignment
change and pedestrian refuges will effectively lower the speeds. The concept requires an enforcement
component as well as more aggressive engineering (specifically lower speed limits) to maximize the
safety on the roadway. To accomplish that, the study should not address safety as if were a variable
that could be traded off for other roadway desires. VDOT must work with Arlington County to develop
an effective strategy that maximizes the use of automatic enforcement tools such as speed and red
light cameras.

The draft study (ES 15 Design Speeds) reflects a design speed of 30 mph. Earlier information from
VDOT suggested they would be unable to recommend a design speed that was below 35 mph. The
study doesn’t discuss the thought process that resulted in the lowering of the design speed. Please
describe that process. Additionally, please describe the roadway conditions that would prevent the
design speed being set at 25 mph to match that of Alexandria to the immediate south.

The discussion (pg 100) of reducing the speeds of motorists on Route 1 seems to suggest the use of
LPIs would mitigate roadway speed. That approach seems to suggest that putting pedestrians in front
of vehicles is seen as a speed mitigation approach. While intersection lighting is a good thing, if
vehicles need to see a pedestrian or a crosswalk to be motivated to slow down, the potential for
engineering and enforcement has been ignored. The Arlington County Vision Zero plan needs to be
reviewed and incorporated into this study.

The discussion of the pedestrian zone (pg ES 14) appears to be potentially inadequate for the stated
purpose. It seems that dividing the 20 feet allocated to the pedestrian zone to walk areas, landscaping,
lighting, benches, and space for outdoor café seating would result in inadequate spaces dedicated to
walking areas. If the intent is to encourage bicycles on Route 1, many cyclists would likely be
intimidated by the roadway and traffic and instead elect to ride on the sidewalk. If the study authors
feel this is inappropriate, the study should highlight the need for Arlington to enact some regulatory
prohibition to prevent cyclists from using the sidewalk.

The space in pedestrian zones is often allocated rather loosely, with the multiple uses left to compete
for the same space. To avoid creating future conflicts, the study should describe the fixed uses for the
space (such as landscaping, lighting, and furniture) and the hierarchy for the other spaces. This will
provide the specificity necessary for Arlington County planners and leaders to establish priorities for
allocating sidewalk space.

The study (pg ES 14) suggests “Medians also could provide a pedestrian refuge for the at-grade
configuration for people unable to cross or uncomfortable with crossing in a single phase.” If that is
anticipated, the study should be revised to reflect the pedestrian delays as a result of needing to take
refuge in the median; the necessary signal timing changes to permit pedestrians to cross in a single crossing;
and the recommended protection for pedestrians sheltering in the middle of a 6-7 lane roadway. By most
measures, forcing a pedestrian to wait mid-crossing will decrease safety because the pedestrians will finish
crossing when they see an opportunity, creating safety hazards.
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The illustration of a pedestrian standing on the median strip (pg ES 33) is disturbing. Anybody who has used
a narrow median as a refuge island knows the discomfort of the experience. It isn’t clear that a wheelchair
user would be able to safely use that location as a refuge.

It is unclear how the study suggests the at-grade option will provide shorter crossing distances than exist
today. It seems that VDOT is using distance, rather than time. The crossing distances using the existing
underpasses are short and stress-free. They do not require any waiting for one’s turn nor is there any need
for a refuge mid-way. In the report, Figure 7-6 suggests that both westbound and eastbound pedestrians
and cyclists will see increased travel times between Eads and Bell with any of the study options.

Figures 7-5 and 7-6 (pg 115 and 116) show increased travel times across Route 1 for virtually all modes for
all options, compared to the no-build option. Travel times to cross Route 1 increase for bicyclists,
pedestrians, and vehicles at both 15th and 18th Streets (the exception being a slight decrease for
westbound cyclists on 15th).

The VDOT analysis suggests safety for pedestrians and cyclists will be degraded with the change from grade
separated crossings to at-grade intersections. The VDOT study effort should consider and integrate the
goals of the Arlington County Vision Zero plan the Board recently approved. This process should highlight
any points where VDOT feels implementing the Vision Zero goals would not be possible.

No tangible Transportation Demand Management

Implicit in the study was the need to balance the traffic, roadway capacity, and the desire to reduce the
speed of vehicles on Route 1. As the space for the roadway is constrained and there is no appetite for a
large number of lanes, the number of vehicles on the roadway may be the variable that can be reduced.
This could occur by motivating motorists to use I-395 (or stay on I-395) or reducing the number of vehicles
on the roads through Transportation Demand Management. Under no circumstances should the
neighborhood streets parallel to Route 1 (Clark/Bell, Eads, Fern, and Crystal Drive) be viewed as the
anticipated recipients of traffic diverted from Route 1.

The discussion of future traffic conditions (pg ES 14) suggests other communities that have lowered
roadways to grade have seen some traffic “absorbed into the regional street network”. In the case of Route
1, that would likely result in diversions to other surface streets (Eads and Crystal Drive) or further away from
Route 1 onto neighborhood streets such as Fern. Those roads are already experiencing cut-through traffic
and the diversion of traffic onto Eads will exacerbate this. If the preferred option is implemented, Arlington
County would need to proactively identify and implement strategies to prevent further diversion. The
options would likely include timed restrictions on through access to certain roads or possibly conversion of
some roads to but a single direction. As part of this study, VDOT should create detailed estimates and work
closely with Arlington County on strategies to address the cut-through traffic.

The study’s traffic estimates are predicated on the success of a Traffic Demand Management (TDM) that
would reduce the traffic count on Route 1. While Arlington County is likely to have to play a significant role
in reducing traffic on Route 1, to be effect the effort would really need to be regional. The management of
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demand must, to be effective, occur at both the beginning of the trip and the end. For many of the vehicles
that use Route 1 as part of the commute, the beginning of their trip is well outside of Arlington. This means
that a regional TDM effort must be developed and implemented. Because the TDM effort will need to be
regional in nature, VDOT should play a significant role in developing, implementing, and funding it. Given
the potential value of TDM, there is no logical reason a regional TDM plan couldn’t be developed and
implemented both immediately and independently.

Impacts on Clark/Bell and Eads

Assuming the development along Route 1 which is ultimately built does create an “urban boulevard”, the
impacts of that development on Clark/Bell and Eads. Restrictions on turns from Route 1 will increase the
number of around-the-block maneuvers on Clark/Bell and Eads. Additionally, because building access for
vehicles will occur from Clark/Bell and Eads, customers, employees, and suppliers to those buildings will
occur on the back side of the buildings.

The traffic management approaches for Route 1 will impact Clark/Bell and Eads as limits on turns from
Route 1 are considered. This increase in traffic volume may result in decreased cyclist safety along those
roads. The study should identify performance metrics for safety along those roadways with a commitment
to take actions if the safety levels become unacceptable. To be clear, the commitment (by VDOT and
Arlington) should be for actions more substantive than “conduct a study of possible approaches” and
performed in collaboration with organizations with particular expertise in cycling safety

Other observations

The report indicates (pg 44) that “Note that the Route 1 corridor north of 20th Street S falls within the
“No Facility” category in which bicyclists are not allowed access.” – This seems to be incorrect as there
are no known prohibitions on bicycles on either Route 1 or SR 110. Please cite the regulatory basis for
the prohibition. It appears that the lack of cyclists on either Route 1 or SR 110 is more a matter of
safety than some prohibition. Enhancing only a short portion of Route 1 will likely do little to
encourage cyclists riding on Route 1 as there will be no origin or destination and the two ends of the
enhanced portion will continue to present risks to cyclists.

The discussion of bicycle facilities (ES 14 Bicycle Facilities) indicated that “… bicycle facilities were not
included in the concepts for along Route 1, given that bicycle facilities on Route 1 are not included in
the Sector Plan or in the Bicycle Element of the Arlington County Master Transportation Plan.” but this
fails to understand that neither the Sector Plan or the MTP anticipated this study. This is tantamount
to a statement about not allowing bicycles on the George Washington Memorial Parkway because the
MTP didn’t address them. The suggestion that bicycle facilities might be added later will be much
more difficult as motorists will see that as a reduction in the space for vehicles. If bicycles might be
appropriate on Route 1 following implementation of the study, they should be included in the study
and subsequent designs.
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Given the availability of technology, this project should not rely on pedestrian push buttons. The
concepts and subsequent designs should either provide a dedicated walk phase as part of the signal
timing or use sensors to detect pedestrians and cyclists approaching the intersections.

The discussion (pg ES 30) of the need to eliminate the existing bus stops on 18th Street is short on
detail. As this entire study effort highlights the advantages of bus transit, it seems shortsighted to omit
the redevelopment of the bus stops from this project. Unless such bus facilities are programmed (and
funded) for development in the immediate future, it is entirely reasonable to expect the at-grading
project include them.

The proposed option for creating at-grade intersections at 15th and 18th will eliminate the current
transit facilities along 18th Street for WMATA, shuttle, and commuter busses. The costs of reestablish
those facilities are not considered in the VDOT project cost estimates. To permit a full evaluation of
the alternatives, all the costs associated with the proposal should be identified. That will permit VDOT,
Arlington County, and developers to understand and allocate those costs.

A creative architectural approach may consider buildings along Route 1 with two different street-level
elevations. This would permit Route 1 to remain grade-separated while providing a street level
entrance along Route 1. As the building extends away from Route 1, a lower street level building face
would occur. This might provide the desired building function and appearance while maintaining the
traffic flow. This concept currently exists along Bell between 15th and 18th where buildings extend
over the roadway (albeit without entrances at the two levels).

The availability of convenient access to Metro is particularly important for the residents of Crystal
House, a development where the ability to commute by car is likely the lowest in 22202 (due to
income). Increasing the duration and decreasing the safety of the residents’ commute to the Metro
may be felt most among the residents.

Follow-on efforts

To ensure the BAC input on the Phase 2 of the study is complete, I am including the list provided in the
letter from the three Arlington Civic Associations on 29 Sep 21. I feel all of these are worthy of study
and have added some additional thoughts to expand the discussion. We appreciate that VDOT is
proposing several additional feasibility studies in Phase 2 that are critical to the success of the project
and to the creation a truly safe environment for all travelers. We also appreciate that VDOT has
incorporated many stakeholder and public feedback suggestions into their Phase 2 study proposals.

We hope to see positive results from these proposed Phase 2 studies:

• Study the feasibility of providing a pedestrian and cyclist underpass or overpass at 18th
street: Ensure that the structure is designed to support pedestrians, cyclists, micromobiles
riders, and those with disabilities. Details on timing, funding and effectiveness should be
shared. (See Appendix 2 for one idea). This study should identify how such a structure would
impact the proposed sidewalk area dedicated to other uses. It should also identify how it might
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be designed to provide greater value and integration to the community (such as linking to a
potential secure bike parking near the Crystal City Metro station).
• Identify potential interim improvements to the current intersection of Route 1 and 23rd St.
South that could be implemented ahead of Arlington County’s 23rd Street Improvements. We
appreciate VDOT’s proposed feasibility study for interim solutions for this dangerous
intersection. This might include signalization (a signaled left turn phase) or limits on turning
movements from/to Clark.
• Conduct a detailed analysis of the anticipated performance of the proposed at-grade
intersections at 18th and 15th Streets. The 23rd Street block is recognized as one of the worst
blocks in Arlington in terms of traffic flow and congestion and creating two new, similar
intersections seems imprudent without detailed study. The distance between the centerlines
of Eads and Route 1 is only 20 feet longer at 18th than 23rd (290 vs 270 feet) so comparable
performance problems seem likely.
• Develop a comprehensive TDM strategy: This needs to be DMV region-wide, not just in
Virginia. To the extent that VDOT plans to rely on TDM programs to increase safety, details on
the scope, strategy, timeline, funding, and effectiveness of the programs need to be provided.
As the region would benefit from an effective TDM program regardless of the ultimate decision
on Route 1, it should be implemented as soon as possible and its success evaluated before
Route 1 is brought down to grade.
• Mitigate future congestion and potential diversion of traffic onto local and regional roads and
identify the traffic levels needed to keep diversion onto neighborhood streets at no more than
5% above baseline levels. The report shows significant diversion of traffic to neighborhood
streets with an at-grade option, creating conflict and danger to everyone. This increased local
traffic must be prevented, and the analysis should show how this can be done successfully.
There should be a unequivocal commitment by both VDOT and Arlington County to implement
actions (described and planned in advance) if those thresholds are exceeded. This commitment
should be more than to “study” or “consider” potential options to address the issue.
• Expand the analysis of Option 3: This analysis should also include the impact of no left turns
at 18th on local traffic and bike-ped-transit safety. The issue of bike-ped safety is particularly
critical on Eads and Clark/Bell (as portions of Clark/Bell are the location of the Crystal City
Bicycle network.
• Update multimodal counts analyses: Include new traffic projections and
transit/pedestrian/bike counts and projections and compare to the traffic study projections for
the Pentagon City Planning Study.

We recommend including these additional studies in Phase 2:
• Hold a community meeting early in Phase 2 to update us on your Phase 2 plans and to hear
our concerns about the project and offer suggestions.
• Analyze whether a truly safe at-grade intersection, per Schneider article* recommendations,
could be implemented at an at-grade 18th Street. These recommendations are for a speed
limit no more than 25mph, reducing design capacity to no more than 25,000 vpd (vehicles per
day), and no more than 4 lanes wide. We are glad to see that VDOT will perform an
engineering speed study to consider a 25-mph speed limit during Phase 2. We also recommend
studying further volume and lane reduction, per the Schneider study results:
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• The TDM study should include the feasibility of bringing the traffic volume down to 25,000
vehicles per day
• Also study the feasibility of limiting the number of total lanes to four.
• Add more innovative intersection treatments, such as a Barnes Dance and Protected
Intersection at an at-grade 18th: Determine if their implementation is feasible and the impact
on pedestrian and cyclist safety and traffic throughput.
• Pedestrian zone: Analyze how much space and what types of space non- drivers will need to
travel safely along Route 1, as well as calculate the dimensions and characteristics for a
landscaping zone that will support healthy trees. Use relevant guidelines to promulgate
appropriate minimum dimensions for each separate zone (clear zone, landscaping zone, bike
facility, café zone/shy zone) that support the analysis.
• Consider extending the design features for pedestrians and cyclists further south. A short
segment of pedestrian friendly features that abruptly ends at the current project boundary is
unlikely to create the benefits desired.
• Evaluate proposed changes to transit – bus shelters, bus routes, and an expanded
multimodal center at the Crystal City Metro station. Analyses should include the impact on
transit rider safety and convenience, the costs for these changes, the impact of traffic
congestion with at- grade intersections on transit reliability and transit riders’ willingness to
use it, and the timelines for implementing these changes.
• Engage with the Arlington County Police Department to identify an enforcement strategy,
and resources necessary, for Route 1.
• Evaluate the impact of an at-grade Route 1 intersection at 18th on the response time for
emergency vehicles responding to emergencies in Crystal City: How can these vehicles cross
Route 1 quickly and safely; what are the implications of any delays; and how would the delays
be mitigated? Engage with the Arlington County Fire Department to seek their input on these
changes.
• Consider how South Glebe (SR 120) contributes to Route 1 traffic. Identify interventions (spot
and comprehensive) that would address the traffic turning from South Glebe onto Route 1.
This may have to extend to the intersection of I-395 and Glebe.
• Identify traffic controls to warn of and implement the posted speed limits (current and
proposed) at locations to achieve compliance. This might result in speed limit change points
being shifted to the north on SR 110 and the I- 395 off-ramp. This might also include some
speed lowering strategies on the off ramp from I-395 south.
• Develop some conceptual designs for leaving Route 1 elevated while building commercial
spaces which simultaneously face the Route 1 street front and the lower streets to the rear.

And most important, expand the scope of the study to include a holistic study of all of Route 1 (from I-
395 to Four Mile Run), as well as an analysis of the full range of potential alternative designs. Perhaps
the proposed VDOT NEPA requirements will be a venue for this expansion. This is a once in a
generation opportunity to get it right.

9/30/21 Collier Cook Bringing Route 1 to-grade is needed to transform this area of Crystal City into the walkable downtown
core that it needs to be. The current draft of the Route 1 report is light on the details necessary to do
so safely. An at-grade Route 1 must:
- have fewer through-lanes

Thank you for your comments.

4 thru travel lanes on Route 1 do not provide enough capacity during peak
periods for even the reduced traffic anticipated after a comprehensive TDM
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- have full-time on-street parking
- have 10' lane widths
- have a 25mph design speed and speed limit
- have protected bike lanes & protected intersections
- be operated for safety, not throughput: right-on-red restrictions, protected left-turn phasing and
leading pedestrian intervals
- have red light and speed cameras for enforcement
- have improvements through Arlington, not just north of 23rd Street

strategy is implemented. The outside (curb lane) could be used for off-peak on
street parking.  Implementation and operations of on-street parking is up to
Arlington County and could be implemented in any future urban boulevard.

Phase 2 of the study will investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy
to reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets. Phase 2 will also
investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as applying
measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are
focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in the
future and may be performed by the state or by local government.

Phase 2 will also analyze near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners.

9/30/21 Freddie Lutz
(Freddie's Beach
Bar)

My name is Freddie Lutz, President and Owner of Freddie’s Inc., dba Freddie’s Beach Bar and
Restaurant, and I am writing in support of the recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated
highway into a safe, multimodal, urban boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements
Study Phase 1 Draft Report released by the Virginia Department of Transportation last month.
Freddie’s Inc. also encourages VDOT to consider the following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is
finalized and as the next phase begins:

● Urbanize Route 1- Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes human-
scaled movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking, and taking
transit. Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as the
associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of biophilic
principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be considered to
ensure a vibrant Route 1.
● Extend Project Scope- Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border
offers a more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include
the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd
Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th
Street intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles- A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow
traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision
Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and
Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-
foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended
approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, we

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.
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recommend adopting other context-sensitive 2 standards that reflect the environment and
character of the community through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach- For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation
asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and
especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb
separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections
where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are
most critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. We support additional analysis of the 23rd Street
intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and ride
micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for crea ve opera ons and enforcement tac cs -
VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational
approaches to improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would
improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could
be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street
parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for
the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by
supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational
improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and
leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking
and transit.
● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, we wish to highlight the need for a
comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and
the rest of National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
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9/30/21 Jay Corvalis,
(JBG Smith)

I am writing on behalf of JBG SMITH (JBGS) to express our support for the recommendation to convert
Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe, multimodal, urban boulevard included in the Route 1
Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft Report released by the Virginia Department of
Transportation last month. JBGS also encourages VDOT to consider the following key priorities as the
Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the next phase begins:

● Urbanize Route 1 – Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes
human-scaled movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking,
and taking transit. Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as
the associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of
biophilic principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be
considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.
● Extend Project Scope – Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border
offers a more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include
the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd
Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th
Street intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles – A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow
traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision
Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and
Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-
foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended
approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, we
recommend adopting other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment and
character of the community through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach – For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation
asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and
especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb
separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections
where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are
most critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. We support additional analysis of the 23rd Street
intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and ride
micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement
tactics – VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational
approaches to improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic    enforcement would
improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could
be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street
parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for
the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by
supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational
improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and
leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking
and transit.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.
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● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, we wish to highlight the need for
a comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit, and
the rest of National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

9/30/21 Joel Yudson Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the Route 1 multimodal study draft report. As
a 74-year-old resident of Aurora Highlands who has lived in the same house on South 25th Street since
1977, I strongly oppose any options that include at-grade crossings of Route 1 at South 18th Street
and South 15th Street.

When the Crystal City Metro stop on the Blue line initially opened in 1977, no underpass existed at S.
18th Street to allow me to avoid crossing Route 1 at grade to get to the Metro Station. I commuted to
work by walking to and from the Crystal City Metro stop each day. The Route 1 at-grade crossing
during both the morning and evening rush hours was extremely dangerous, whether I crossed at
South 18th, South 20th or South 23rd Streets. And this was when I young and spry, a far cry from my
current state. It was a true godsend when the underpass at South 18th Street opened, allowing me to
cross on foot and bicycle under Route 1 without having to deal with dangerous auto traffic, both
during and after rush hour. I currently routinely use both the South 18th and South 15th Street
underpasses, and dread having to cross Route 1 using at-grade crossings.

Based on my observations, the mitigation measures VDOT proposes to enhance pedestrian safety will
not work. Reducing the Route 1 speed limit to 25 miles per hour in the Crystal City area could only
work if traffic actually obeyed the speed limit. Unfortunately, auto traffic is unlikely to obey a reduced
speed limit. My conclusion is based on the Route 1 stretch in Alexandria between Four Mile Run and
Old Town. Although VDOT reduced the speed limit from 35 miles per hour to 25 miles per hour on that
road, my admittedly anecdotal observation is that auto traffic routinely ignores the current 25mph
speed limit. I fear that will also be the case in the Crystal City area, making the Route 1 at-grade
crossings dangerous for both pedestrians and bicycles. It is unrealistic to expect a reduction in traffic
volume as long as Route 1 remains the primary North/South highway heading due south of the 14th
Street Bridge.

Building pedestrian underpasses or pedestrian bridges are not feasible solutions either. These
measures have been tried at South 23rd Street and abandoned. The pedestrian underpass was hardly

Thank you for your very thoughtful comments. VDOT understands your
concerns.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard that will enhance connectivity, activate
the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1 into the urban fabric as called
for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 will also investigate details of a comprehensive TDM strategy to
reduce traffic by shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit
congestion and traffic diversions through adjacent streets.

Phase 2 will also investigate the benefits of lowering the speed limit, as well as
applying measures consistent with Arlington County’s Vision Zero Action Plan,
especially for the proposed at grade crossings of 15th and 18th Streets.

VDOT will do its best to address your very specific comments as the study
moves into Phase 2, including pedestrian safety throughout the Route 1
corridor.

Phase 2 will also include additional opportunities to meet with residents of
Crystal City and Pentagon City to discuss the Phase 1 report findings and the
additional analysis included with Phase 2. The current plan is to meet in the
early, mid, and late stages of Phase 2, covering topics appropriate for those
stages of the Phase 2 study.
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used, became a haven for homeless people, smelled constantly of urine, and was considered
dangerous. This has been recently completely closed. A pedestrian bridge just south of South 23rd was
built and taken down shortly thereafter, probably for disuse.

I also am somewhat skeptical that Route 1 between South 15th and South 23rd Streets will become a
destination as an "urban boulevard" if the at-grade crossing options are selected. Again, my
observations are based in part on Route 1 (Patrick and Henry Streets) in Old Town, Alexandria.
Regardless of at-grade crossings, these streets in Old Town are primarily urban thoroughfares, with
ultimate destinations on cross streets. Analogously, in the Pentagon City/Crystal City areas, the
outdoor destination streets already exist on Crystal Drive, South 23rd Street ("Restaurant Row"), and
on South Hayes and South Joyce Streets. It is but a pipedream to think that such storefront
commercial development will magically occur on Route 1.

I conclude that it would be a waste of money to create at-grade crossings at South 15th Streets, would
create dangerous intersections, imperiling pedestrians and bicyclists alike by removing structures that
currently are much safer, and ultimately fail to enhance standards of living as envisioned by the VDOT
planners. Thank you for allowing me to express my views.

9/29/21 Marty Freeman I’m writing in support of the recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a
safe, multimodal, urban boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1
Draft Report released by the Virginia Department of Transportation last month. I’m also encouraging
VDOT to consider the following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the next phase
begins:

● Urbanize Route 1 – Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes
human-scaled movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking,
and taking transit. Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as
the associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of
biophilic principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be
considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.
● Extend Project Scope – Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border
offers a more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include
the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd
Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th
Street intersections.
● Apply Vision Zero Principles – A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow
traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision
Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and
Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-
foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended
approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, I
recommend adopting other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment and
character of the community through which the roadway travels.
● Take a People Before Cars Approach – For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation
asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and
especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
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separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections
where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are
most critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. I support additional analysis of the 23rd Street
intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and ride
micromobility vehicles.
● Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for crea ve opera ons and enforcement tactics
– VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational
approaches to improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic    enforcement would
improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could
be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street
parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for
the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by
supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational
improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and
leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking
and transit.
● Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, I would like to highlight the need
for a comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit,
and the rest of National Landing’s rich mobility options.

Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards transforming National Landing into a connected,
walkable downtown. The recommended approach, however, can be further enhanced by the
improvements suggested above. I look forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest
of delivering the safest and most accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with
Arlington County,

§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by
shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.

9/29/21 Gary Shapiro
(Consumer
Technology
Association)

My name is Gary Shapiro, President & CEO of the Consumer Technology Association (CTA), and I am
writing in support of the recommendation to convert Route 1 from an elevated highway into a safe,
multimodal, urban boulevard included in the Route 1 Multimodal Improvements Study Phase 1 Draft
Report released by the Virginia Department of Transportation last month. CTA also encourages VDOT
to consider the following key priorities as the Phase 1 Report is finalized and as the next phase begins:

• Urbanize Route 1 – Removing auto-centric barriers of an elevated highway, prioritizes
human-scaled movements and offers easier and safer accessibility for those walking, biking,
and taking transit. Equally important is the specific design of the adjoining sidewalks as well as
the associated land uses along the corridor. Decisions about landscape and inclusion of
biophilic principles, sidewalk treatments, and locations of building entrances should all be
considered to ensure a vibrant Route 1.

• Extend Project Scope – Extending the project’s scope all the way to the Alexandria border
offers a more comprehensive, corridor-wide approach to improving Route 1 and would include
the intersections at 20th and 23rd Street South. Specifically, the intersections at 20th and 23rd
Street South are most in need of a treatment commensurate with the future 18th and 15th
Street intersections.

Thank you for your comments. VDOT understands your suggestions for taking
the analysis further.

The project is trying to balance the needs of all modes of travel through this
evolving corridor, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and automobiles.
Tradeoffs are anticipated between the different modes. The project is also
going to create an urban boulevard—with its planted median—that will
enhance connectivity, activate the space along Route 1, and integrate Route 1
into the urban fabric as called for in the Crystal City Sector Plan.

Phase 2 of the study will include:
§ Additional analysis and discussion of the design of the sidewalk/landscape

areas between the back of curb and future buildings
§ Transportation funding is limited and engineering efforts for this study are

focused on the area where a future project is most likely to occur, in
accordance with the agreement between the Commonwealth and
Amazon.  Further study beyond the present limits may be conducted in
the future and may be performed by the state or by local government.
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• Apply Vision Zero Principles – A people first design for an urbanized Route 1 should slow
traffic and deliver a safe, pedestrian-friendly experience and crossings consistent with a Vision
Zero approach. Downtowns across the country, including those in the District of Columbia and
Montgomery County, have incorporated design standards aimed at safety such as narrower 10-
foot travel lanes and maximum speeds of 25 miles per hour. While VDOT’s recommended
approach to further study lowering the speed limit to 25 miles per hour is commendable, the
Coalition recommends adopting other context-sensitive standards that reflect the environment
and character of the community through which the roadway travels.

• Take a People Before Cars Approach – For Route 1 to truly be a multimodal transportation
asset, protected bicycle and micromobility infrastructure must be incorporated along, and
especially across the roadway. This can be achieved through the incorporation of a curb
separated north/south facility combined with best-in-class physically protected intersections
where east/west bicycle network connections can be made. These east/west connections are
most critical at 18th and 15th Street South but could also be incorporated at 23rd Street South
to maximize safety and connectivity. The Coalition supports additional analysis of the 23rd
Street intersection as crucial connection offering dedicated safe space for people to bike and
ride micromobility vehicles.

• Secure VDOT and Arlington County support for creative operations and enforcement tactics –
VDOT and Arlington County must work together to incorporate creative operational
approaches to improving safety along the corridor. Automated traffic enforcement would
improve adherence to speed limits and other traffic rules while providing revenue that could
be reinvested in safety infrastructure improvements throughout the community. On-street
parking should be incorporated to further reduce speeds and provide additional protection for
the sidewalk and bicycle facility while furthering other economic development goals by
supporting the area’s restaurant and small-business community. Safety-focused operational
improvements like right-on-red restrictions, tight curb radii to slow turning vehicles, and
leading pedestrian intervals and bike signals should be used to further prioritize walking, biking
and transit.

• Manage Demand – To ensure a safe and functional street, the Coalition highlights the need
for a comprehensive program to educate and encourage the use of flexible telework, transit,
and the rest of National Landing’s rich mobility options.

National Landing is undergoing a dramatic transformation and we support VDOT’s recommended
approach to urbanizing Route 1. Reimagining Route 1 is an important step towards realizing that
transformation and would be further enhanced by the improvements suggested above. We look
forward to continuing to engage on this project in the interest of delivering the safest and most
accessible Route 1 for National Landing.

§ Analysis of near-term improvements to the Route 1/23rd Street
intersection in advance of improvements to be implemented by Arlington
County and landowners, including the relocation of S. Clark St. to the east,
which is dependent upon redevelopment of that super block between
20th Street and 23rd Street.

§ Consideration and application of Vision Zero principals, consistent with the
county’s recently adopted Vision Zero Action Plan

§ Analysis of pedestrian and bicycle facilities separated from traffic.
§ Investigation of operations and enforcement tactics, in coordination with

Arlington County,
§ Investigation of a comprehensive TDM strategy to reduce traffic by

shifting people to other travel modes and thereby limit congestion and
traffic diversions through adjacent streets.




