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CHAPTER 1.0 PURPOSE AND NEED 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), has prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA) in accordance with 23 CFR 
771.130(c) and (e)1 to assess the changes in environmental consequences resulting from design 
modifications to the US Route 121/US Route 460 (Corridor Q) Section IIIB (Poplar Creek) - Phase B 
(hereafter referred to as Corridor Q Overlap Phase B) alignment since the 2014 Environmental Studies for 
Modifications to Alternative F1, Section IIIB of Proposed US Route 121 (2014 Environmental Studies) 
document (VDOT, 2014).2 Corridor Q Overlap Phase B extends approximately 1.8 miles from Route 604 
in Buchanan County to existing US Route 460 in the Town of Grundy, Virginia, as shown on Figure 1. 
The project is part of Corridor Q of the Appalachian Development Highway System (ADHS) and also part 
of US Route 121 Section IIIB. 

The ADHS was created by Congress to provide a highway system to serve the Appalachian region (89th 
Congress, 1965). Corridor Q of the ADHS traverses portions of Kentucky, Virginia, and West Virginia, 
generally following the existing US Route 460 corridor, with some sections on new location off of existing 
US Route 460. US Route 121 is a new highway that would generally parallel the VA 83 corridor from US 
Route 23 in the Town of Pound, Virginia to the West Virginia state line. In October 2010, the Appalachian 
Regional Commission (ARC) approved the realignment of 13.1 miles of Corridor Q that follows US Route 
460 in Buchanan County from the Kentucky state line to the Virginia state line and the Town of Grundy to 
coincide with (i.e., overlap or follow the same alignment as) the US Route 460 Connector, Section IIIA of 
US Route 121, and a portion of Section IIIB of US Route 121. Where Corridor Q and US Route 121 overlap, 
the roadway would be dually designated and signed as US Route 460 and US Route 121. 

FHWA, in accordance with provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
implementing regulations found at 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) §771, completed a Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in September 2001 and signed a Record of Decision (ROD) in 
November 2001 for the proposed US Route 121.3 The Final EIS covered the full 59 miles of the proposed 
new four-lane divided US Route 121 roadway across Wise, Dickenson, and Buchanan Counties from US 
23 at the Town of Pound to VA 83 at the West Virginia state line. Alternative F1 was identified as the 
preferred alternative as it “best satisfies the purpose and need while providing a reasonable balance of the 
many environmental, social, economic and engineering issues involved” (FHWA, 2001). The ROD 
identified Alternative F1 as the selected alternative. 

 
1 23 CFR §771.130(c) Where the Administration is uncertain of the significance of the new impacts, the applicant will develop 
appropriate environmental studies or, if the Administration deems appropriate, an EA to assess the impacts of the changes, new 
information, or new circumstances. If, based upon the studies, the Administration determines that a Supplemental EIS is not 
necessary, the Administration must so indicate in the project file. 
23 CFR §771.130(e) In some cases, an EA or Supplemental EIS may be required to address issues of limited scope, such as the 
extent of proposed mitigation or the evaluation of location or design variations for a limited portion of the overall project. Where 
this is the case, the preparation of a supplemental document must not necessarily: (1) Prevent the granting of new approvals; (2) 
Require the withdrawal of previous approvals; or (3) Require the suspension of project activities, for any activity not directly 
affected by the supplement. If the changes in question are of such magnitude to require a reassessment of the entire action, or more 
than a limited portion of the overall action, the Administration must suspend any activities that would have an adverse 
environmental impact or limit the choice of reasonable alternatives, until the supplemental document is completed. 
2 The FHWA letter dated July 20, 2015 agreed that a Supplemental EIS was not warranted for Alternative F1 Modified of the 
Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap and approved the location of Alternative F1 Modified of the Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap. 
3 Following a series of location public hearings in April 2000, the CTB endorsed Alternative F1 in August 2000 and designated the 
roadway as US Route 121 in Virginia. 
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Figure 1. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and Relationship between ADHS Corridor Q and US Route 121 
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Following the completion of the Final EIS and issuance of the ROD, to facilitate incremental 
implementation of the roadway construction, VDOT identified five sections of independent utility (SIU) 
within the original 59-mile corridor in consultation with FHWA.4 Section IIIB extends approximately 15 
miles in length and represents the portion of US Route 121 from the east end of Section IIIA at Route 614 
to Route 643. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, the subject of this EA, is a part of US Route 121 Section IIIB. 
Refer to Section 2.1 for a summary of the additional SIUs identified within the corridor. 

In 2004, a Reevaluation of the Final EIS for Route 121 (Coalfields Expressway) Section A from Route 
609/Bull Gap to US Route 460 (portions of Segments 207 and 238 of Alternative F1 in the Coalfields 
Expressway Final EIS), generally corresponding to the later identified Corridor Q/Section IIIA and IIIB 
Overlap section, was prepared based on proposed design modifications, including an increase in design 
speed and new connection roads, the locations of spoil sites, changes from bridge to fill and culvert and the 
addition of erosion and sedimentation control basins. The new connection roads modified the connection 
between the Coalfields mainline with existing US Route 460, which previously included an interchange, 
and moved the mainline alignment south before spanning Levisa Fork and tapering into existing US Route 
460. In October of 2004, based on the results of the Reevaluation analyses, FHWA concurred that no 
additional significant environmental impacts beyond those identified in the Final EIS would occur due to 
the design modifications and determined that no Supplemental EIS was necessary. This connection 
modification to existing US Route 460 was the initial change leading to the alignment of the US Route 460 
connection proposed for Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap and subsequently, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B.  

As noted above, in October 2010, the ARC approved the realignment of a portion of Corridor Q that follows 
US Route 460 between the Kentucky state line and the Town of Grundy in Virginia to overlap the US Route 
460 Connector, Section IIIA of US Route 121, and a portion of Section IIIB of US Route 121. In 2014, an 
Environmental Studies document was completed for Section IIIB to address proposed alignment shifts from 
the original selected Alternative F1 to Alternative F1 Modified and potential resulting environment 
consequences from the changes to the section of proposed US Route 121, pursuant to 23 CFR §771.130(c). 
The 2014 Environmental Studies document concluded that Alternative F1 Modified maintained the ability 
to meet the identified purpose and need, that no new significant environmental impacts were associated 
with Alternative F1 Modified and supported the determination that a Supplemental EIS was not necessary 
for Alternative F1 Modified within the Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap.  

On February 18, 2015, Virginia’s Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) approved the location of 
Alternative F1 Modified for Section IIIB, limited to the 4.1-mile portion of Section IIIB that overlaps 
Corridor Q of the ADHS (see Figure 2). The 4.1-mile Corridor Q/Section IIIB overlap section (referred to 
as the “Poplar Creek” section) extends from the junction of Sections IIIA and IIIB of Alternative F1 
Modified at Route 614 to existing US Route 460 at the Town of Grundy.5 Following the CTB location 
approval, on July 20, 2015, FHWA concluded that no new significant environmental impacts were 
associated with Alternative F1 Modified within the Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap. Therefore, FHWA 
determined, pursuant to 23 CFR §771.130(c), that a Supplemental EIS would not be necessary for 
Alternative F1 Modified within the Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap. Further, FHWA approved the location 
of Alternative F1 Modified of the Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap and indicated that the project may 
proceed to subsequent development.  

 
4 The 2001 Final EIS indicated that the construction of the project would likely occur in phases and the ROD stated that each phase 
will ultimately contribute to the project’s overall purpose and need and will be advanced as funding becomes available.  
5 The location of the remaining portion of Section IIIB of US Route 121 outside of the Corridor Q Overlap remains on the 
Alternative F1 corridor as originally approved by the CTB on August 17, 2000. 
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Figure 2. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B Access 
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Based on FHWA’s approval of the location of Alternative F1 Modified within Corridor Q/Section IIIB, 
VDOT proceeded with project development, which included a detailed construction cost analysis. The 
analysis concluded that the cost of completing the Corridor Q Overlap portion of Section IIIB would be 
greater than the amount of allocated and available funds. Consequently, the project was separated into two 
phases (Poplar Creek Phase A and Phase B) and changes to the project concept were made to enable 
construction of a usable portion of the project with the available funds.6 On July 6, 2016, VDOT amended 
the agreement with the Design-Build Team (DBT) to provide for the design and construction of the 4.1-
mile Poplar Creek section in phases. The amendment obligated the DBT to design and construct Phase A, 
extending approximately 2.8 miles from Route 614 to Route 604.  

VDOT completed a Reevaluation of Corridor Q Overlap Phase A in 2017, and has since initiated 
construction activities (VDOT, 2017). In a similar manner, VDOT has identified the necessary funding to 
design and construct the remaining 1.8 mile portion of Corridor Q/Section IIIB, Corridor Q Overlap Phase 
B. Accordingly, and consistent with the Phase A Reevaluation, a Reevaluation was drafted for Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase B. During the Reevaluation process, potential impacts were identified throughout design and 
construction of the project. The Reevaluation document was made available for public review and comment 
prior to and during a Design Public Hearing that was held in May 2021 (see Chapter 4.0 for additional 
information on public outreach). Following the Design Public Hearing, FHWA determined that an 
environmental analysis be documented pursuant to the requirements of 23 CFR §771.130(c). Therefore, 
pursuant to those code requirements, as well as 23 CFR §771.130(e), this EA has been prepared. 

1.2 DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA  

The study area for this EA was extended beyond the limits of the previously approved studies referenced 
above to include the proposed right of way limits for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B (see Figure 3).7 This 
extended study area and associated impacts do not necessarily represent increases in previously unknown 
impacts but rather documents increases that were always anticipated to occur. Similar increases and changes 
were documented for the Corridor Q Overlap Phase A project and previous sections of the corridor and 
could only be fully realized once funding was allocated to advance with more detailed planning and design. 
The Corridor Q Overlap Phase B alignment extends approximately 1.8 miles from Route 604 and the Poplar 
Creek crossing (Phase A’s eastern terminus) in Buchanan County to existing US Route 460 in the Town of 
Grundy, Virginia. The proposed right of way limits include the land necessary for the construction, 
maintenance, and operation of the roadway, including permanent and temporary easements, for more 
information refer to Section 3.1. 

 
6 The 2014 Environmental Studies document reiterated the likelihood of the project being designed and constructed in phases as 
indicated in the 2001 Final EIS. 
7 Based on the proposed preliminary design for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, preliminary disposal areas have been identified for 
comparative analysis of potential impacts. For purposes of this EA, disposal areas are necessary when the amount of excavated 
material exceeds the roadway embankment volume. At this preliminary stage, based on the volume of excess material and the cost 
of hauling to an alternative disposal site associated with Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and the fiscal constraints of the project, 
disposal areas have been identified adjacent to the proposed roadway improvements for project feasibility. Potential impacts from 
the disposal areas which were not previously considered have been taken into account in the impacts analysis for a more accurate 
preliminary analysis, therefore, some resources indicate increases in impacts in comparison to Alternative F1 Modified (as analyzed 
in the 2014 Environmental Studies document). The analysis is based on preliminary design and additional refinement of impacts 
could occur during final design and the permitting process. 
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Figure 3. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
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The study area is comprised mainly of mountainous terrain that is undeveloped other than along the existing 
roadways. Within the study area, the primary roadway is existing US Route 460/Riverside Drive which is 
connected to Meeting House Road over Levisa Fork and the Norfolk Southern Railroad and a limited 
number of driveways. Levisa Fork and the Norfolk Southern Railroad generally parallel US Route 460 and 
divide the study area. The eastern portion of the study area contains some residential and commercial 
development along US Route 460; however, east of US Route 460, mountainous and steep terrain has 
limited development. Similarly, west of US Route 460, Levisa Fork and the Norfolk Southern Railroad, the 
topography is steep and mountainous other than along Meeting House Road where a limited number of 
residential properties are located. 

1.3 PURPOSE AND NEED SUMMARY 

The purpose and need of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B remains consistent with the purpose and need of the 
original ROD and with FHWA’s 2015 approval of the location of Alternative F1 Modified within Corridor 
Q/Section IIIB. The purpose of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B is to: improve system linkage; improve 
intermodal connection; improve roadway deficiencies; improve corridor mobility; improve safety and 
capacity; and provide economic development opportunities. As stated in the 2001 Final EIS, the purpose 
and need of the Coalfields Expressway project can be summarized to:  

• Comply with Congressional mandates;  
• Improve system linkage and intermodal connection;  
• Improve roadway deficiencies and corridor mobility;  
• Improve safety;  
• Improve capacity;  
• Support local industries; and  
• Enhance the localities’ ability to attract industry and tourism.  

Alternative F1 was identified as the preferred alternative in the 2001 Final EIS as it “best satisfies the 
purpose and need while providing a reasonable balance of the many environmental, social, economic and 
engineering issues involved” (FHWA, 2001). Subsequently, the 2014 Environmental Studies document 
concluded that Alternative F1 Modified maintained the ability to meet the identified purpose and need. Like 
the previous projects, the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B project would contribute to this overall Purpose and 
Need. 
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CHAPTER 2.0 ALTERNATIVES 
The purpose of this chapter is to describe the progression of the selected Alternative F1 corridor, as 
documented in the 2001 Final EIS and ROD, as sections of the corridor have been advanced and refined to 
create Alternative F1 Modified, and subsequent design modifications associated with Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B, that is the subject of this EA.8  

2.1 ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION PROCESS 

FHWA, in accordance with provisions of NEPA and 23 CFR §771, completed a Final EIS in September 
2001 and signed a ROD in November 2001 for the proposed US Route 121. The Final EIS documented 
nine alternatives (No-Build, Mass Transit, Transportation System Management, and six build alternatives). 
The ROD identified Alternative F1 as the selected alternative because it “satisfies the purpose and need 
while providing a reasonable balance of the many environmental, social, economic, and engineering issues 
involved” (FHWA, 2001). The ROD also noted that the project would be designed and constructed in 
numerous phases and stated that: 

Each phase will ultimately contribute to the project's overall purpose and need. Sequential 
design and construction of large projects is consistent with FHWA regulations and 
guidance. 

On January 11, 2002, VDOT entered into a Comprehensive Agreement and Design-Build Contract in 
accordance with the Virginia Public-Private Transportation Act for the design, construction, and 
maintenance of US Route 121.  

As VDOT advanced with its commercial process, FHWA concurred with the identification of five SIUs 
within the original US Route 121 corridor (Section I, Section II, Section IIIA, Section IIIB, and Section 
IIIC). VDOT and FHWA undertook review of each section to evaluate the environmental consequences of 
modifying the selected Alternative F1. Sections I, II, and IIIC have not advanced and are dependent on 
funding being identified. The following is a discussion of Section IIIA and Section IIIB and their associated 
status. 

• Section IIIA, also referred to as the Hawks Nest section, is approximately 1.64 miles long and runs 
from the US Route 460 Connector Phase II (completed to rough grade in 2020) to Route 614. A 
NEPA Reevaluation for Section IIIA was completed to address modifications to the corridor 
location and changes to design features (VDOT, 2008a). FHWA concurred with the Reevaluation 
on March 26, 2008. VDOT’s Fiscal Year 2020-2026 Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP) 
includes funding for paving, which would be completed in conjunction with the US Route 460 
Connector Phase II. US Route 121 Section IIIA is also part of Corridor Q. Southern Gap Road, also 
known locally as the Buchanan County Industrial Development Authority Access Road, has been 
completed between Route 604 and VA 83 where it is designated as Route 744. Between Route 604 
and Corridor Q/Section IIIA Overlap, Southern Gap Road has been constructed and paved as of 
July 2019 and is designated as Route 744. Since Corridor Q/Section IIIA Overlap and Southern 
Gap Road are completed and paved, there is a connection between Corridor Q and the local road 
network and the development that has occurred on portions of the former Hawks Nest mine site. 

 
8 This alternative was analyzed for the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B section in the March 2021 Reevaluation document. Additional 
information on the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B section, March 2021 Reevaluation document can be found at: 
https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_b/corridor_q_route_460-
121_poplar_creek_phase_b_virtual_public_meeting.asp 

https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_b/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_creek_phase_b_virtual_public_meeting.asp
https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_b/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_creek_phase_b_virtual_public_meeting.asp
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• Section IIIB, from the east end of Section IIIA to Route 643, is approximately 15 miles in length 
(see Figure 1). As previously described in Chapter 1.0 of this EA, an Environmental Studies 
document for Section IIIB was completed in August 2014 to address proposed shifts of the corridor 
from the original selected Alternative F1 to Alternative F1 Modified. The location of Alternative 
F1 Modified is similar to the location of Alternative F1 that was selected in the ROD. A location 
public hearing was held on September 23, 2014 and the CTB and FHWA approved the location of 
Alternative F1 Modified for Section IIIB limited to the 4.1-mile-long Poplar Creek section that 
overlaps Corridor Q of the ADHS.9 This 4.1-mile section extends from the junction of Sections 
IIIA and IIIB at Route 614 to existing US Route 460 at the Town of Grundy. The approved location 
of the remaining portion of Section IIIB of US Route 121 outside of the Corridor Q overlap area 
remains on the Alternative F1 corridor as originally approved by the CTB on August 17, 2000 and 
FHWA in the November 13, 2001 ROD. Poplar Creek Phase A of Section IIIB extends 2.8 miles 
from Route 614 to Route 604 and is currently under construction. A Reevaluation for Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase A was completed and approved by FHWA in April of 2017 to address the following 
Alternative F1 design modifications: 

o Reduction of the roadway typical cross section from four lanes to two lanes with a truck 
climbing lane, where necessary. 

o Modification of connections to existing roadways. Instead of connecting with Route 614 
(Woods Fork) as previously proposed, Corridor Q Overlap Phase A would connect to 
Route 604 (Poplar Creek Road). Route 614 would be severed where the new road crosses 
and turn-arounds would be provided on both sides of the new road. The intersection of 
Route 604 and Route 615 (Hoot Owl Street) would be modified due to the new intersection 
of Corridor Q Overlap Phase A with Route 604. 

o Replacement of the previously proposed bridge spanning Route 604 and Poplar Creek with 
a roadway embankment and box culvert.  

Corridor Q of the ADHS is complete in West Virginia and complete in Kentucky. In Virginia, Corridor Q 
is complete from Grundy eastward (ARC, 2020). The remaining uncompleted portions of Corridor Q in 
Virginia are Sections IIIA and IIIB, as shown on Figure 1 and summarized below. 

• US Route 460 Connector Phase II (approximately 6.2 miles) – construction completed to rough 
grade in 2019; paving contract scheduled for 2021 and paving scheduled to be complete by the end 
of 2023. 

• US Route 121/US Route 460 Intersection (approximately 0.57 miles) – construction completed to 
rough grade in 2020; paving scheduled to be complete by the end of 2023. 

• US Route 121/US Route 460 Hawks Nest (approximately 1.64 miles) – construction completed to 
rough grade in 2011; paving scheduled to be complete by the end of 2023 (combined with US Route 
121/460 Intersection paving). 

• US Route 121/US Route 460 Poplar Creek Phase A (approximately 2.8 miles) – under construction, 
2025 anticipated completion date for rough grade and paving. 

• US Route 121/US Route 460 Poplar Creek Phase B (approximately 1.8 miles) and the subject of 
this EA – is funded for preliminary engineering and right of way; funding allocations for 
construction are anticipated in 2021. 

 

 
9 In October 2010, the ARC approved the realignment of 13.1 miles of Corridor Q that follows US Route 460 in Buchanan County 
between the Kentucky state line to the Virginia state line and the Town of Grundy to coincide with (i.e., overlap or follow the same 
alignment as) the US Route 460 Connector, Section IIIA of US Route 121, and a portion of Section IIIB of US Route 121. Where 
Corridor Q and US Route 121 overlap, the roadway would be dually designated and signed as US Route 460 and US Route 121. 
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As summarized above, due to the realignment of the Alternative F1 and associated construction of sections 
of Alternative F1 Modified, the originally selected Alternative F1 and other alternatives previously 
considered in previous studies are no longer practicable for the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B section. 
Therefore, this EA focuses on the design modifications associated with the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
section of Alternative F1 Modified. 

2.2 NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

In accordance with the regulations implementing NEPA (40 CFR §1502.14(d)), the No-Build Alternative 
as presented in the Final EIS has been included. Under the No-Build Alternative, existing roads generally 
would remain in their present configuration. The No-Build Alternative is reflective of the expected corridor 
conditions during the design year if no improvements were made beyond those currently programmed in 
VDOT’s most recent version of the SYIP. The No-Build Alternative assumes construction of the Corridor 
Q Overlap Phase A project would be completed.  

Ability of the No Build Alternative to Address the Purpose and Need 

The No-Build would not satisfy the projects purpose and need as discussed in Chapter 1.0 and identified 
in the 2001 Final EIS. As noted in the Final EIS, the “No-Build Alternative would not adequately improve 
the existing roadway deficiencies, safety, capacity, system linkage, or the area's ability to attract economic 
development…” (FHWA, 2001). 

2.3 ALTERNATIVE F1 MODIFIED 

As documented in the 2014 Environmental Studies Document, Alternative F1 Modified in total is 
approximately 14.9 miles in length. Section IIIB corresponds to Segments 303, 238, 237, and a portion of 
Segment 302 of the Alternative F1 corridor that was selected in the ROD. Alternative F1 Modified overlaps 
approximately 30 percent of the Alternative F1 total length and the remainder is generally parallel to and 
offset by up to 1.5 miles at the farthest point. Additionally, Alternative F1 Modified is within the study area 
evaluated in the 2001 Final EIS. However, as noted in Section 2.1, approval of Alternative F1 Modified for 
Section IIIB was limited to the 4.1-mile-long Poplar Creek section that overlaps Corridor Q of the ADHS. 
This 4.1-mile section extends from the junction of Sections IIIA and IIIB at Route 614 to existing US Route 
460 at the Town of Grundy. 

Ability of the Alternative F1 Modified to Address the Purpose and Need 

As outlined in Section 2.1 and the 2014 Environmental Studies Document, Alternative F1 Modified would 
contribute to the ADHS by providing a segment of a highway system to serve the Appalachian region, 
consistent with the Congressional mandate. Additionally, Alternative F1 Modified remains consistent with 
the purpose and need of the original ROD and with FHWA’s 2015 approval of the location of Alternative 
F1 Modified, since it would improve system linkage, safety, capacity, roadway deficiencies and corridor 
mobility. Alternative F1 Modified would also support local industries and enhance the potential for 
prospective industries. However, since FHWA’s 2015 approval of Alternative F1 Modified, the approved 
4.1-mile section was broken into two phases (Phase A and Phase B) with additional design modifications. 
Therefore, the design modifications included as part of Corridor Q Overlap Phase A, which is currently 
under construction make Alternative F1 Modified no longer a viable option as FHWA has approved changes 
to other portions of the project and those projects are under construction, like the Phase A project.  
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2.4 CORRIDOR Q OVERLAP PHASE B ALTERNATIVE 

The western terminus of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B is at the connection to Corridor Q Overlap Phase A, 
which is currently under construction, after the Route 604 (Poplar Creek Road) and Poplar Creek crossing 
(Phase A’s eastern terminus) (see Figure 2). Corridor Q Overlap Phase B turns southward after the 
intersection with future US Route 121 and includes a bridge over Levisa Fork and the existing Norfolk 
Southern Railroad. The proposed roadway reconnects to existing US Route 460 approximately one mile 
into the alignment and west of the Town of Grundy. As Corridor Q Overlap Phase B will connect to existing 
US Route 460 intersecting the alignment, a connection is included from the north from existing US Route 
460/Riverside Drive less than 0.2 miles south of the proposed Levisa Fork bridge. 

Similar to Corridor Q Overlap Phase A, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B follows the FHWA approved location 
of Alternative F1 Modified within the Corridor Q/Section IIIB Overlap alignment. Consistent with the 
Corridor Overlap Phase A project, the following design modifications have been proposed to reduce project 
costs and impacts and are the focus of this EA: 

• Reduction of the roadway typical cross section from four lanes to two lanes with a truck climbing 
lane where necessary. 

• Use of steeper grades to reduce excavation volumes and associated waste disposal volumes.10 
• Relocation of the planned crossing of the Levisa Fork south to reduce excavation along existing 

Route 460 west of the Town of Grundy.11 

Ability of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B Alternative to Address the Purpose and Need 

As noted above, the design modifications initiated for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, since the 2015 FHWA 
conclusion that no new significant environmental impacts were associated with Alternative F1 Modified, 
include a reduction of the roadway typical cross section from four lanes to two lanes with a truck climbing 
lane, where necessary, use of steeper grades, and relocation of the planned crossing of the Levisa Fork 
south. In order to achieve continuity and reasonable uniformity throughout the system which the ADHS 
System Criteria aims for and consistency with Corridor Q Overlap Phase A, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
is planned and warranted as two lanes with a truck climbing lane, where necessary. 

Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, including the design modifications, remains consistent with the purpose and 
need of the original ROD. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would contribute to the ADHS by providing a 
segment of a highway system to serve the Appalachian region, consistent with the Congressional mandate. 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would connect Route 604 in Buchanan County to existing US Route 460 in 
the Town of Grundy, and complete the Corridor Q/Section IIIB overlap section and connect existing Route 
614 to US Route 460, as a primary road and designed to meet the design standards on US Route 460, 
including shoulders, flatter grades, and wider curves; furthermore, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would 
improve system linkage, safety, capacity, roadway deficiencies and corridor mobility. For more 
information, refer to the Traffic Technical Memorandum (VDOT, 2021d). This connection to the region's 
highway network would support local industries and enhance the potential for prospective industries. 
Therefore, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B remains consistent with the purpose and need of the original ROD 
and with FHWA’s 2015 approval of the location of Alternative F1 Modified within Corridor Q/Section 
IIIB. As such, Chapter 3 assesses the changes in impacts associated with the design modifications for 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, outlined above. 

 
10 See above footnote (8). 
11 See above footnote (8). 
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CHAPTER 3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 
3.1 INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

As illustrated in Figure 3,12 the approved corridor location in the 2014 Environmental Studies document 
(Alternative F1 Modified) was represented as a 750-foot-wide corridor, with the exception of the Levisa 
Fork crossing, where a bridge structure was proposed and the corridor width was reduced. This corridor 
width and bridge section were the focus for the previous 2014 Environmental Studies document, which was 
approved by FHWA and presented to the public as Alternative F1 Modified.  

The proposed right of way limits of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B encompass the land necessary for the 
construction, maintenance, and operation of the roadway, including permanent and temporary easements 
and would be converted to transportation use (see Figure 3). The proposed additional acquisition areas 
would be acquired as part of the project but would not be converted to highway use; however, approximately 
108 acres of the additional acquisition areas would be used for the disposal of excess fill material from 
construction (disposal areas). The portion of the additional acquisition areas not expected to be converted 
to disposal areas are not anticipated to be disturbed unless disturbances occur prior to acquisition or after 
conveyance to an adjoining property owner (VDOT often attempts to convey uneconomic remnants to 
adjoining property owners). The estimated right of way and proposed disposal areas from October 2020 for 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B (approximately 283 acres) represent the limits within which land disturbance 
may occur for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B (impact footprint) and are used for purposes of quantifying 
direct physical impacts in this EA (as shown in Table 1). The analyses are based on preliminary design 
data provided in October 2020. Design refinements may occur as the design advances that would modify 
the classification between disposal areas and acquisition areas, and require additional disposal area (impact 
to existing conditions) within the acquisition areas. Final resource impacts would be documented during 
the permit process and dictated by the final design. Additionally, as part of VDOT’s approval of final 
design, the resource impacts will be reevaluated.  

The increase in the total project area compared to the portion of Alternative F1 Modified that corresponds 
to Corridor Q Overlap Phase B (as shown in Table 1) is attributable to the additional areas necessary for 
disposal areas, which could not be considered in the 2014 Environmental Studies document for Alternative 
F1 Modified due to the limited level of engineering that had been advanced at that time. As the proposed 
disposal areas extend beyond the previously analyzed right of way areas, impacts that were not previously 
considered have been taken into account in the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B impacts analysis for a more 
accurate preliminary analysis. Impacts to certain resources have decreased since the 2014 Environmental 
Studies document, however, the following sections focus on impacts that have changed geographically or 
have increased numerically since the 2014 Environmental Studies document due to design refinements; 
Table 1 documents the numeric difference in impacts.  

The addition of disposal areas into the project impact footprint does not represent new impacts, but rather 
better documentation of the previously anticipated impact of the project. Previous phases of this project, as 
well as other projects, identify these impacts later in the project development process. Due to the additional 
information available at this time for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, these additional design details were able 
to be incorporated into this EA.  

 
12 Design data as of October 2020. The proposed acquisition area (remainder of parcels intersected by the right of way that are 
anticipated to be inaccessible or no longer economically viable) and right of way area (necessary for the construction, maintenance, 
and operation of the roadway, including permanent and temporary easements) classifications may change as the design advances; 
however, the proposed total footprint of the acquisition areas and right of way areas would remain consistent regardless of the 
change in classification. 
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The majority of the proposed construction limits of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B are located within the 
original 750-foot-wide location study corridor for the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B portion of Alternative 
F1 Modified, as documented in the 2014 Environmental Studies document and shown on Figure 3. Existing 
environmental conditions in the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B corridor have remained largely consistent with 
the conditions identified in the 2014 Environmental Studies document completed for Alternative F1 
Modified. Table 1 lists and compares potential impacts between the impact footprint of Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B and the portion of Alternative F1 Modified that corresponds to Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. 

Table 1. Summary of Impacts 

Category Alternative F1 Modified 
Corridor Footprint 

Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B Impact 

Footprint 
Change 

Total Area (acres) 169.6 282.5 112.9 

Homes 16 16 0* 

Businesses 0 6 6 

Schools 0 0 0 

Churches 0 0 0 

Other Community 
Facilities (rescue squads, 
fire stations, etc.) 

0 0 0 

Cemeteries 0 1 1 

Prime and Unique 
Farmland (acres) 0 0 0 

Forest (acres) 134 2992 1652 

Federally Listed 
Threatened and 
Endangered Species  

Not Formally Determined4 2 2 

Section 4(f) Property 
(acres) 

0 0 0 

Parks and Recreational 
Resources 

0 0 0 

Historic Properties 
affected 0 0 0 

Number of Stream 
Crossings 5 4 -1 

Length of Streams (miles) 1.18 0.94 -0.24 

Wetlands (acres) 0 0 0 

Open Water (acres) 0 0.14 0.14 

Floodplains filled (acres) 0 0 0 
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Category Alternative F1 Modified 
Corridor Footprint 

Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B Impact 

Footprint 
Change 

Noise Impacts (Receptors 
Impacted) 0 13 13 

Hazardous Material Sites 
Impacted 

0 0 0 

1 Although there is no change in the number of property impacts, the properties that are anticipated to be impacted have changed. 
2 Potential impact acreage is consistent with the ongoing Section 7 consultation which represents a maximized impact scenario 
and would be refined during finalization of the Section 7 consultation process (see Section 3.8.2). 
3 Noise abatement was considered; however, based on preliminary analysis, it was determined to be not feasible due to driveway 
access constraints and there is no significant change in noise impacts (see Section 3.9). 
4 The 2014 Environmental Studies Document indicated that the Indiana Bat, Northern Long-eared Bat and Virginia Big-eared 
Bat may be adversely impacted.  

The most notable changes in impacts are increases in the total potential impact area, area of potential forest 
impact, potential impact to a cemetery, and a potential noise impact. Potential impacts to open water impacts 
were also identified. Pursuant to 23 CFR §771.130(e), Table 2 summarizes the analyzed resources and 
documents which resources are further discussed in the following sections of this EA based on changes in 
impacts or not discussed based on no changes in impacts since the 2014 Environmental Studies document. 
Therefore, resources not anticipated to be impacted directly or that were not identified to have changed are 
not discussed further as they do not represent a potential for new significant impacts that were not 
previously considered.  

Table 2. Environmental Resources Summary 

Resource Summary 
Land Use, 
Socioeconomics 
and Right of Way 

The land use is primarily comprised of forested mountainous terrain that is undeveloped 
other than along the existing roadways where residential and commercial development has 
occurred adjacent to and along existing roads. The existing land use within the Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase B proposed right of way footprint which would be converted to transportation 
use is approximately 196 acres. Potential commercial and residential property acquisitions 
are anticipated with Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, in addition to relocation of one (1) 
cemetery. See Sections 3.2, 3.4, and 3.5.  

Environmental 
Justice Populations 

Executive Order (EO) 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations (1994) seeks to ensure that federal programs do 
not result in disproportionately high and adverse environmental or health effects to minority 
populations and low-income populations. As the Census block group that Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B lies within, Census Tract 101, Block Group 4, is identified as a Census block group 
containing Environmental Justice (EJ) populations, FHWA and VDOT have assessed the 
potential for the project to have a disproportionately high and adverse impact on these 
populations. See Section 3.3. 

Historic Properties An archaeological and historic resources survey conducted in 2021 concluded the findings 
of previous archaeological and historic properties and newly documented properties in the 
project vicinity, including one cemetery (to be relocated), were determined to not be eligible 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The Virginia Department 
of Historic Resources (VDHR), the State Historic Preservation Office for Virginia, concurred 
on March 9, 2021 that none of the cultural resources are eligible for the NRHP and that 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would have no effect on historic properties. VDHR previously 
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Resource Summary 
concurred that Alternative F1 Modified as documented in the 2014 Environmental Studies 
document would have no effect on historic properties. See Section 3.6.  

Prime and Unique 
Farmland  

Updated coordination with NRCS and completion of the NRCS-Conservation Program 
Application (CPA)-106 Form (Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type 
Projects) has confirmed that there is no farmland within the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
study area, in addition to no agricultural or forestall districts based on the Virginia 
Department of Forestry GIS database (VDOF, 2009). These findings remain consistent with 
the 2014 Environmental Studies document which indicated that no prime farmland was 
located in the vicinity of the project and no impacts to farmland by Alternative F1 Modified. 

Section 4(f)  Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 requires the consideration 
of park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic sites during 
transportation project development. A review of the project area and the Virginia Department 
of Conservation Resources (VDCR) online database indicated that there are no parks or 
recreation areas, nature conservancy conservation lands, or Virginia Outdoors Foundation 
protected easements within or adjacent to Corridor Q Overlap Phase B (VDCR, 2020). In 
addition, no archaeological or historic properties within or adjacent to Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B; therefore, there would be no change in impacts to Section 4(f) resources since the 
2014 Environmental Studies document (Section 4(f) resources were found within or adjacent 
to Alternative F1 Modified).  

Parks and 
Recreational 
Resources 

A review of the project area and the VDCR online database indicated that there are no parks 
or recreation areas, nature conservancy conservation lands, or Virginia Outdoors Foundation 
protected easements within or adjacent to the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B footprint (VDCR, 
2020). No parks or recreational resources were found within or adjacent to Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase B; therefore, there would be no change in impacts to parks and recreational 
resources since the 2014 Environmental Studies document (no parks or recreational 
resources were found within or adjacent to Alternative F1 Modified). 

Streams  Within the proposed impact footprint of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, an estimated 0.94 miles 
of streams were identified based on the 2021 revised delineation submitted as part of the 
Joint Permit Application. The Corridor Q Overlap Phase B impact footprint would 
encompass less estimated stream length (approximately 0.94 miles) than the Alternative F1 
Modified corridor (approximately 1.18 miles). See Section 3.8.1. 

Wetlands  As reported in the 2014 Environmental Studies document, the NWI database shows no 
wetlands within the Alternative F1 Modified 750-foot corridor. No wetlands were identified 
during the 2014 Delineation or the 2020 Delineation, aside from the two isolated open 
waters. 

Open Water  National Wetland Inventory (NWI) mapping depicts one freshwater pond (0.10 acres) within 
the proposed impact footprint. Two isolated open waters (each 0.07 acres) were identified 
during the 2014 Delineation as well as the 2020 Delineation, but both are in a different 
location than the NWI-depicted freshwater pond. See Section 3.8.1. 

Water Quality  A review of VDEQ’s database indicated that the impaired waters that are within or 
downstream of the proposed impact footprint and are within the same 12-digit HUC 
watershed (Home Creek-Levisa Fork) as Corridor Q Overlap Phase B are consistent with the 
impaired waters identified for Alternative F1 Modified, Levisa Fork and Poplar Creek, in the 
2014 Environmental Studies document (VDEQ, 2020e). No direct encroachment impacts to 
Levisa Fork or Poplar Creek are anticipated as a result of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. 
There are no sole source aquifers as designated by the EPA within 160 miles of the project 
(EPA, 2020a). Additionally, according to Virginia Department of Health GIS data layers, no 
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Resource Summary 
public drinking water surface resource watersheds or public groundwater wells are located 
within 10 miles of the project (VDH, 2019). Furthermore, potential short-term and long-term 
water quality impacts from release of pollutants into surface water and groundwater within 
the project vicinity would be minimized through the implementation of erosion, sediment, 
and pollutant control practices during project construction and through the installation of 
post-construction of stormwater management best management practices (BMPs) in 
accordance with the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Regulations, the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Law and regulations, and VDOT’s Road and Bridge Specifications 
(VDOT, 2020b). 

Floodplains  Based on a review of the Federal Emergency Management Agency GIS data layers, there are 
approximately 10.2 acres of 100-year floodplain (including 5.1 acres of floodway) and 3.9 
acres of 500-year floodplain within the proposed impact footprint of Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B (FEMA, 2020). However, the proposed bridge over Levisa Fork under Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase B would span the floodway, 100-year floodplain, and 500-year floodplain and 
would have no floodplain encroachment impacts, consistent with Alternative F1 Modified in 
the 2014 Environmental Studies document. 

Wildlife and 
Habitat 

The construction of the project would result in removal of wildlife habitat, including forest 
areas. The physical impacts to forest by Corridor Q Overlap Phase B are estimated at 
approximately 299 acres based on the ongoing Section 7 consultation process, an increase 
over the 134 acres estimated within the Alternative F1 Modified 750-foot-wide corridor. See 
Section 3.8.2. 

Threatened and 
Endangered 
Species 

Environmental agency databases were queried to identify threatened, endangered, and 
special status species that may potentially be affected by the project. The Indiana Bat, 
Northern Long-eared Bat, Virginia Big-eared Bat, Gray Bat, Big Sandy Crayfish, Variegate 
Darter, Little Brown Bat, Tri-colored Bat and Brown Supercoil were identified as listed 
species. The Big Sandy crayfish and Gray Bat were not previously documented in the 2014 
Environmental Studies document. See Section 3.8.3. 

Topography, 
Geology, and Coal 
Mines 

The footprint of the land areas encompassed by the proposed right of way and the additional 
acquisition areas for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B are larger than the footprint for the 750-
foot-wide Alternative F1 Modified corridor previously evaluated in the 2014 Environmental 
Studies document. However, the general topography and geology within these areas of 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B remain similar to the Alternative F1 Modified corridor. The 
2014 Environmental Studies document did not indicate any active or permitted mines within 
the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B corridor and there were no pending mining applications. No 
existing surface coal mines exist near Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and no new surface coal 
mines were permitted by the DMME near Corridor Q Overlap Phase B since the 2014 
Environmental Studies document (DMME, 2020d). Additionally, no abandoned 
underground mines are within or in the vicinity of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. 

Air Quality  Corridor Q Overlap Phase B is located in Buchanan County and is in attainment of all 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) established by the EPA; therefore, EPA 
transportation conformity requirements do not apply. The analysis concluded that based on 
the low forecasted traffic volumes, this project would not interfere with attainment of the 
NAAQS. Since Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and the surrounding land use has not 
substantially changed between the 2001 Final EIS and the 2014 Environmental Studies 
document, and the updated traffic volumes are well below the thresholds for consideration 
of quantitative analyses of CO or other pollutants, the findings in the 2014 Environmental 
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Resource Summary 
Studies document are still considered valid. As such, the project would not cause or 
contribute to a violation of the NAAQS established by the EPA. 
Design year (2040) forecasted traffic volumes are relatively low compared to typical 
interstate travel in urban areas of Virginia. The minor increase of traffic on US Route 460 
and relatively low traffic volume forecasted for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B suggest that 
GHG emissions along existing roads and the proposed roadway would not be substantial and, 
therefore, would have no meaningful contribution to global climate change. Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase B is not reasonably expected to have a substantial effect on the magnitude of 
GHG emissions and associated effects on climate change. 
Construction emissions are considered to be short-term or temporary in nature, ranging from 
the operation and mobilization of heavy equipment and vehicle travel to and from the site, 
as well as from fugitive sources. To help mitigate these emissions, all construction activities 
are required to be performed in accordance with VDOT’s Road and Bridge Specifications 
(VDOT, 2020b).  

Noise  Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was evaluated for noise impacts; 14 noise-sensitive sites (i.e., 
receptors) were identified within 500 feet of the proposed alignment. Future design year 
build alternative sound levels for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B were predicted to range from 
47 to 66 dBA, resulting in one noise impact to a single-family residence along US Route 
460, located within 500 feet of the proposed alignment, as a result of noise levels approaching 
or exceeding the NAC. Based on the preliminary noise analysis conducted for this EA, there 
is no significant change in noise impacts. See Section 3.9. 

Hazardous 
Materials 

The analysis of potential hazardous materials was based on a review of the EPA, VDEQ and 
the DMME databases to identify and locate sites that may have had a previous release, or 
could present the material threat of a future release of any hazardous materials or waste 
within a one-mile-wide corridor along the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B centerline. 
The VDEQ database identified one petroleum facility, 20 labeled closed and clean petroleum 
release sites and one open petroleum release site. For the one open site, it was determined 
that that due to the elevation difference between the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and the 
site, no hazardous materials would impact the project during the construction phase or 
thereafter. Additionally, 38 Registered Tank facilities, one Solid Waste Permit (labeled as 
closed), and two Monitoring Plan Stations were identified (VDEQ, 2020b; 2020c; 2020d). 
The DMME database identified five active production wells used for natural gas 
transportation, located north of project site, one Reclamation Permit and multiple sites 
labeled as Hazardous Equipment or Facilities; however, the database did not yield 
information towards the proper labeling/classification of known hazardous materials 
(DMME, 2020b; 2020d).  
During the course of construction, it is possible through excavation procedures to unearth 
non-reported hazardous materials sites. These sites have no official record or data 
representing the field condition thereof, if hazardous materials are found during construction, 
the contractor shall contact the VDEQ to notify them of their findings. Based on VDEQ, 
DMME and EPA database findings, no hazardous materials sites have been identified that 
are anticipated to impact the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B project and the hazardous materials 
findings and conclusions made for the previous environmental studies remain valid. 
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3.2 LAND USE  

Land use and land cover conditions in the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B corridor remain largely consistent 
with the conditions identified in the 2014 Environmental Studies document completed for Alternative F1 
Modified (approximately 90 percent forested). Forested areas comprise the majority of Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B with limited residential or commercial development occurring along US Route 460. A majority of 
the right of way area, or roadway footprint, remains forested (approximately 78 percent) with limited low 
to high intensity residential or commercial development along US Route 460 and open space and low 
intensity development occurring along Meeting House Road. Minimal amounts of herbaceous and pasture 
land also occur in small amounts along Meeting House Road.  

Table 3 presents the existing land cover within the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B proposed right of way 
footprint (which would be converted to transportation use) and within the total proposed right of way and 
additional acquisition areas.  

Table 3. Land Use/Land Cover in Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 

Land Use/Land Cover 
Classification 

Within Proposed 
Right of Way 

 (Acres) 

Total Proposed Right 
of Way and 

Acquisition Areas 
(Acres) 

Percent of Total 
Proposed Right of 

Way and Acquisition 
Areas 

Developed, Open Space* 9.3 18.7 4.4% 

Developed, Low Intensity* 10.4 11.6 2.7% 

Developed, Medium 
Intensity* 9.1 9.3 2.2% 

Developed, High Intensity* 1.8 1.8 0.4% 

Deciduous Forest 136.7 365.7 85.6% 

Evergreen Forest 4.0 11.7 2.7% 

Mixed Forest 1.1 4 0.9% 

Grassland / Herbaceous 0.4 1.3 0.3% 

Pasture / Hay 0 1.3 0.3% 

Open Water 1.8 1.8 0.4% 

Total 174.6 427.38 100.0% 
Source: Calculated from the 2016 National Land Cover Dataset (NLCD), the latest US Geological Survey (USGS) Multi-
Resolution Land Characteristics (MRLC) consortium land cover information (USGS, 2016). 

* Developed land is a mixture of constructed materials and vegetation and the category is subdivided based on amount of 
impervious surface. In open space, impervious surface accounts for less than 20% of total cover; low intensity, 20- 49% of total 
cover; medium intensity, 50-79% of total cover; and high intensity, 80-100% of total cover.  

Based on the ongoing Section 7 consultation process, approximately 299 acres of forested areas would be 
used for roadway construction and the disposal of excess fill material from construction, disturbing the 
existing land use (see Section 3.8.2). The increases and changes in land use impacts discussed above do 
not represent a significant change or increase in the impacts that have been previously analyzed.  
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3.3 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

Executive Order (EO) 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations 
and Low-Income Populations (1994) seeks to ensure that federal programs do not result in 
disproportionately high and adverse environmental or health effects to minority populations and low-
income populations. A series of steps were included in this study process to address potential EJ 
consequences. The strategies developed under EO 12898 and the US Department of Transportation/FHWA 
policies on EJ take the appropriate and necessary steps to identify and address disproportionately high and 
adverse effects of federal transportation projects on the health or environment of minority and low-income 
populations to the greatest extent practicable and permitted by law, while ensuring EJ communities are 
proactively provided meaningful opportunities for public participation in project development and decision-
making. 

During the development of the 2014 Environmental Studies document, the potential residential property 
acquisitions were reduced due to the modifications to Alternative F1. Within the Alternative F1 Modified 
corridor portion where it overlaps with Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, 16 potential residential property 
acquisitions were identified, which is the same number of potential residential property acquisitions (16) 
identified under Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. The household median incomes for the Census block groups 
traversed by Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, as well as other adjacent Census block groups, range from 
approximately 30 percent to 100 percent ($22,458 to $53,547) less than the household median income 
($71,564) in Virginia. Additionally, the median household income of the Town of Grundy and Buchanan 
County ($30,806 and $40,388) are approximately 56 and 80 percent less than the statewide household 
median income, respectively. For additional Census information, refer to the Socioeconomics, Land Use 
and Right of Way Technical Memorandum (VDOT, 2021c). The 2001 Final EIS indicated that “low-income 
persons in the study area are pervasive” and constitute the majority of the population in the area (FHWA, 
2001). The income data discussed above indicates that this condition still exists within the project area. As 
the population of the study area is primarily low-income persons, impacts to low-income persons as a result 
of the project would not be considered disproportionately high.  

The Census block group that Corridor Q Overlap Phase B lies within, Census Tract 101, Block Group 4, 
which was identified as Census Tract 9901 Block Group 7 in the 2001 Final EIS (Census block group 
numbers have since been updated by the US Census Bureau; the geographic area remains consistent), was 
found to contain minority populations. The presence of the Mountain Mission School, which serves as a 
home, church, and school to more than 200 children in need from the Appalachian region and also from 
more than 60 countries worldwide, within this block group is likely related to the higher minority population 
within the Census block group (FHWA, 2001). The school would not be impacted as part of the project. 
According to the 2001 Final EIS impact analyses, and still applicable with this EA, the potential adverse 
effects on the human environment would solely occur from proposed property acquisitions. Per state code, 
all property owners within the project area were invited to attend the Design Public Hearing for the project. 
For the purposes of this project, those invitations were sent via certified mail and the findings outlined in 
this EA were made available prior to, during, and following the hearing. Based on the comments received 
at the public hearing and documented in the hearing transcript, coupled with written statements by the Town 
Manager, none of the properties to be acquired are inhabited by minority populations nor did any EJ 
population voice any concern or opposition to the estimated property acquisition or proposed acquisition 
process (see Chapter 4.0 for additional details on public outreach). Therefore, the analyses documented in 
this EA have not found any change from FHWA’s previous findings that the impacts of the project would 
not be disproportionately high and adverse on EJ populations.  
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The offsetting economic and social benefits of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would be improved access 
between existing communities throughout the region that are currently separated by topographic constraints, 
consistent with the 2001 Final EIS. The benefits of improved local and regional connectivity and access 
between communities, community facilities, employers, and for emergency vehicles, would be experienced 
by all residents, including minority and low-income populations. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would 
complete the connection between existing US Route 460 and Route 614 in combination with Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase A and subsequently, the connection between existing US Route 460 and Route 744, the 
location of the development on portions of the Hawks Nest mine site (completing Corridor Q in Virginia), 
and would improve the local road network connectivity. Since development in the region has primarily 
occurred on the limited developable land along roads, by connecting the local road network, the established 
community facilities, including schools, places of worship, rescue squads and fire stations, communities 
and businesses, such as automobile repair shops, would benefit from additional access to existing local 
businesses and adjacent local populations. Additionally, and consistent with the analysis conducted in the 
2001 Final EIS, construction of the new roadway would provide temporary local employment opportunities 
and support existing local businesses around the corridor (e.g., gas stations, hotels, and restaurants).13 Based 
on the current unemployment within the project area, it is reasonable to assume these employment 
opportunities would provide jobs to the local labor force. Additionally, project-related employment 
opportunities for both minority and non-minority populations would be enforced by federal and state 
procurement processes and requirements.  

As indicated above, the acquisition of 16 residential properties would be the only potential adverse effect 
on the human environment from Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. VDOT would follow the Right of Way 
process as described in Chapter 2 (Preliminary Right of Way Stage) of VDOT’s Right of Way Manual of 
Instructions (VDOT, 2016c) to fairly compensate and secure replacement property for those affected, as 
discussed above and in Section 3.4, which could mitigate any adverse effects. Therefore, consistent with 
the 2001 Final EIS and the 2014 Environmental Studies document, since no disproportionately high and 
adverse effects were identified, the project would not cause disproportionately high and adverse effects to 
EJ populations. Consequently, no specific avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures were 
identified. 

Relocation resources, including reimbursement for moving costs, would be made available to all displaced 
persons without discrimination. In accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (Uniform Act), affected property owners would be provided 
relocation assistance advisory services together with the assurance of the availability of decent, safe, and 
sanitary housing. Additionally, all replacement housing would be within the financial means of the affected 
persons. VDOT has the ability and, if necessary, is able to provide housing of last resort, including the 
purchase of land or dwellings; repair of existing dwellings to meet decent, safe, and sanitary conditions; 
relocation or remodeling of dwellings purchased by VDOT; or construction of new dwellings. By following 
the Uniform Act, FHWA and VDOT are committed to continuing communication and coordination with 
affected property owners throughout the project development process, to ensure there are no 
disproportionately high and adverse impacts to EJ communities.  

 
13 The 2001 Final EIS noted that based on FHWA’s procedures for estimating construction related employment, every one million 
dollars of construction expense creates an average of 9.75 temporary, on-site construction jobs and 12.7 temporary, off-site jobs. 
FHWA’s procedure assumes local workers would provide the needed labor (FHWA, 2001a).  
According to FHWA’s Employment Impacts of Highway Infrastructure Investment (updated August 19, 2021), “the most recent 
official estimate of the impacts of infrastructure investment on employment was generated by Council of Economic Advisers (CEA) 
within the Executive Office of the President (FHWA, 2021). The CEA estimated that every $1 billion in Federal highway and 
transit investment funded by the American Jobs Act would support 13,000 jobs for one year” (National Archives, 2011). 
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3.4 RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES  

Potential residential property acquisitions are anticipated with Corridor Q Overlap Phase B (see Figure 4). 
Potential residential property acquisitions were identified utilizing Buchanan County Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) mapping data (Buchanan County, 2020). Potential residential property 
acquisitions would include 16 residences. The majority (9) of the 16 residential properties are located along 
existing US Route 460 and the other seven (7) are located along Meeting House Road. 14 Of the 16 potential 
residential property acquisitions, 15 were identified as single family dwellings, including single-wide 
mobile homes, double-wide mobile homes, and frame and brick dwellings and one residence was indicated 
as an apartment building.  

Socioeconomic data for Census Tract 101 Block Group 4, which is the block group that encompasses 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and the associated potential residences to be acquired, and Buchanan County, 
was collected from the 2014-2018 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates data to identify 
characteristics of the occupants and residences. Data for Buchanan County has been utilized if ACS 5-Year 
Estimates data was not available at the block group level. Based on the 2014-2018 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
for Census Tract 101 Block Group 4, the average number of persons per household is two (2) persons and 
the median household income (in 2018 inflation-adjusted dollars) in Census Tract 101 Block Group 4 is 
estimated at $31,016. Approximately 56 percent of the households within Census Tract 101 Block Group 
4 have an estimated income less than $40,000.  

Of the occupied housing units, approximately 81 percent of occupied housing units are owner occupied and 
the remaining 19 percent of occupied housing units are renter occupied. According to the 2014-2018 ACS 
5-Year Estimates for Buchanan County, approximately 91 percent of Buchanan County’s occupied housing 
units have occupants that have a tenure of greater than five (5) years. Related to the occupancy and tenure 
of the households, characteristics of the residents, including resident age, were collected. According to the 
ACS data, approximately 37 percent of households in Census Tract 101 Block Group 4 have one or more 
people 65 years and over. For more detailed socioeconomic information, refer to the Socioeconomics, Land 
Use and Right of Way Technical Memorandum (VDOT, 2021c). Based on the average number of persons 
per household and the age of the residents, it is unlikely that there are large families occupying dwellings; 
however, if there are, then any relocation assistance provided will ensure that they are relocated to 
accommodate the household or family members. All relocation resources would be made available to all 
affected persons without discrimination and all replacement housing would be within the financial means 
of the affected persons. Each person would be given sufficient time to negotiate for and obtain possession 
of replacement housing. At this design stage, there is also no information currently available to identify the 
specific residences of disabled persons; however, if there are individuals that need assistance, VDOT will 
assist them by arranging meetings with realtors, banks, local government offices, etc., as needed.  

 
14 The design of the roadway is heavily influenced by the topographic constraints associated with the mountainous nature of the 
terrain along the corridor and throughout Buchanan County; therefore, design efforts to reduce and mitigate any potential impacts 
where feasible and practicable as design progresses would not likely result in a reduction of acquisitions. 
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Figure 4. Approximate Location of Residences and Community Facilities in Vicinity of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
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Potential property acquisitions would occur within one zip code area: 24614. There were approximately 24 
homes for sale within this zip code area in September 2020 based on real estate listings (www.trulia.com). 
Housing replacement sites are shown to be available in the project area. Housing would likely also be 
available in varying locations and at an array of prices within other parts of Buchanan County and in the 
surrounding jurisdictions. In accordance with the Uniform Act, affected property owners would be provided 
relocation assistance advisory services together with the assurance of the availability of decent, safe, and 
sanitary housing. All affected property owners would be compensated for the fair market value of the 
acquired portion of land and any structures acquired for the construction of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. 
VDOT’s Right of Way Manual of Instructions (VDOT, 2016c), updated January 2016 (Revised August 
2020), indicates that after any improvements have been planned and all requirements have been met, 
property owners would be notified, the property would be appraised accordingly, and just compensation 
would be offered and would never be less than the fair market value (VDOT, 2016c). Additionally, all 
property owners would be able to consult VDOT’s A Guide for Property Owners and Tenants, an 
information packet for property owners which provides information on VDOT’s process of acquiring rights 
of way for public improvement projects (VDOT, 2011). No residential occupants would be required to 
move from property needed for the project until comparable decent, safe, and sanitary replacement 
dwellings have been made available. VDOT has the ability and, if necessary, is able to provide housing of 
last resort, including the purchase of land or dwellings; repair of existing dwellings to meet decent, safe, 
and sanitary conditions; relocation or remodeling of dwellings purchased by VDOT; or construction of new 
dwellings.  

Housing of last resort, where VDOT is authorized to take a broad range of measures to make housing 
available outside normal relocation benefit limits, would be necessary if “housing was not available to a 
displaced person and the transportation project would thereby be prevented from proceeding in a timely 
manner.” Last resort housing is applicable when comparable replacement housing is not available on the 
housing market. Last resort housing refers to when comparable replacement housing is available; however, 
the computed replacement housing payment or rent supplement exceeds $31,000 for a displaced owner or 
$7,200 for a displaced tenant, respectively, and when comparable housing is not available within the 
financial means of a displaced person who is ineligible to receive a replacement housing payment based on 
failure to meet length-of-occupancy requirements (24 VAC 30-41-650 and 24 VAC 30-41-660). 
Additionally, should any renters of more than 90 days be relocated, they would receive rental assistance 
payment consistent with VDOT's Guide for Property Owners and Tenants (VDOT, 2011). Any persons 
who occupy a dwelling prior to its acquisition by VDOT who did not occupy it long enough to gain full 
eligibility (90 days), may qualify for last resort housing rent supplement if a comparable rental is not 
available (24 VAC 30-41-66).  

The potential impacts were evaluated on the preliminary design; additional refinement of impacts could 
occur during final design and the permitting process. Coordination has occurred between VDOT, the DBT 
and property owners and the local community and would continue during final design. Additionally, per 
state code, all property owners within the project area were invited to attend the Design Public Hearing for 
the project (see Chapter 4.0 for additional details on public outreach). Ongoing coordination would be 
conducted as described in Chapter 2 (Preliminary Right of Way Stage) of VDOT’s Right of Way Manual 
of Instructions (VDOT, 2016c). As part of the Uniform Act, FHWA and VDOT would continue to 
coordinate with any potentially affected property owners, including residential property owners, to ensure 
no issues or needs are identified as the project advances into the right of way stage. 
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Within the Alternative F1 Modified corridor portion where it overlaps with Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, 
16 potential residential property acquisitions were identified, which is the same number of potential 
residential property acquisitions (16) identified under Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, however, the potential 
residential property acquisitions are in different locations due to the design modifications to Corridor Q 
Overlap Phase B. The majority (9) of the 16 residential properties are located along existing US Route 460 
and the other seven (7) are located along Meeting House Road. The difference in properties is attributable 
to the relocation of the planned crossing of the Levisa Fork south and the connection to existing US Route 
460. The Alternative F1 Modified corridor would not have required property acquisitions from properties 
along Meeting House Road, however, would have required acquisition from properties further north on 
existing US Route 460 along Sutherland Hill Drive, not included in the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
potential property acquisitions. 

Overall, while specific properties that are to be impacted have changed, there has not been an increase in 
the number of residential property impacts. Based on the coordination summarized above and discussed in 
greater detail in Chapter 4.0, the public has been kept informed and will continue to be coordinated with 
throughout the process. Based on nature of and limited number of property impacts, coupled with input 
received through public outreach, the findings in this EA do not represent a significant change or increase 
to those impacts. 

3.5 BUSINESS PROPERTIES  

Potential commercial property acquisitions are anticipated with Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. Potential 
business property acquisitions would include acquisition of five (5) structures along existing US Route 460 
that are the location of six (6) businesses (the five [5] structures to be potentially acquired are shown on 
Figure 4). These businesses include: two (2) dining businesses (one sharing a location with one [1] 
administrative business), one (1) utility business, and two (2) unspecified businesses.  

As a result of coordination with the Grundy Town Manager to address concerns about potential business 
property acquisitions during the development of the 2014 Environmental Studies document, a bridge 
structure across Levisa Fork was assumed, rather than a 750-foot-wide corridor, which was previously 
evaluated in the 2014 Environmental Studies document for potential fill impact calculations for the 
Alternative F1 Modified corridor. Subsequently, with the bridge assumed, no existing businesses were 
identified in the 2014 Environmental Studies document as impacted by Alternative F1 Modified. While the 
bridge is still anticipated, additional refinements and the documentation of disposal areas and other 
previously anticipated impacts, have led to the identification of six (6) potential business impacts. Although 
businesses are anticipated to be impacted, coordination has occurred with Buchanan County officials and 
these business owners and would continue prior to any business property acquisitions. Any individual, 
family, business, or non-profit organization potentially relocated as a result of the acquisition of real 
property is also eligible to receive reimbursement for moving costs, a process known as relocation 
assistance (see Section 3.4 for more information). As discussed in more detail in Chapter 4.0 of this EA, 
all potentially affected property owners, were invited to and given opportunity to comment at a Design 
Public Hearing and/or on the information presented in this EA. Ongoing coordination would be conducted 
as described in Chapter 2 (Preliminary Right of Way Stage) of VDOT’s Right of Way Manual of 
Instructions (VDOT, 2016c). 

The potential business property acquisitions would not deny the community of essential or irreplaceable 
services. Coordination with Buchanan County officials has occurred and would continue prior to any 
business property acquisitions. Ongoing coordination would be conducted as described in Chapter 2 
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(Preliminary Right of Way Stage) of VDOT’s Right of Way Manual of Instructions (VDOT, 2016c). 
Additionally, as part of the Uniform Act, FHWA and VDOT would continue to coordinate with any 
potentially affected property owners, including business owners, to ensure no issues or needs are identified 
as the project advances into the right of way stage. 

Impacts to businesses have increased, these impacts are based on more advanced engineering than was 
available during previous analyses of the project by FHWA and VDOT. Based on the coordination 
summarized above and discussed in greater detail in Chapter 4.0, the public has been kept informed and 
will continue to be coordinated with throughout the process. Based on nature of and limited number of 
property impacts, coupled with input received through public outreach, the findings in this EA do not 
represent a significant change or increase to those impacts already documented.  

3.6 HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

No archaeological sites were identified in the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B APE. Ten (10) historic resources 
were recorded in the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B APE, however, all recorded historic resources were 
determined to be ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP. Therefore, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would not 
impact historic properties.  

The 2021 Archaeological and Historic Resources Survey Poplar Creek Project Phase B Buchanan County, 
Virginia (S&ME, 2021) documents the findings of the previous archaeological and historic properties 
investigations in the project vicinity and concludes that the previously documented resources were 
determined to not be eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. The report concludes that the newly documented 
resources are also ineligible for the NRHP, including one cemetery (to be relocated). The survey was 
coordinated with the VDHR, the State Historic Preservation Office for Virginia, and concurrence was 
received on March 9, 2021 that none of the cultural resources recorded in the APE are eligible for the NRHP 
and that Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would have no effect on historic properties. VDHR previously 
concurred on February 28, 2011 that Alternative F1 Modified as documented in the 2014 Environmental 
Studies document would have no effect on historic properties. 

3.7 CEMETERIES 

One cemetery was identified on a 1963 Grundy quadrangle map on the eastern side of Levisa Fork in the 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B area of potential effects (APE), according to the 2021 Archaeological and 
Historic Resources Survey Poplar Creek Project Phase B Buchanan County, Virginia (S&ME, 2021). The 
cemetery was identified as the Mary Jane Dotson Cemetery (VDHR ID 013-5227) during fieldwork 
activities in August 2020 and consists of a single legible headstone and several associated fieldstones, which 
may or may not mark the location of additional graves. The cemetery cannot be preserved in its existing 
location since it is located within the proposed limits of excavation; therefore, implementation of Corridor 
Q Overlap Phase B would require relocation of the cemetery. The cemetery dates to the 1950s, and is not 
the burial location of any known historic figure, or associated with a significant historic event; therefore, 
the cemetery was confirmed as not eligible for listing in the NRHP by the VDHR on March 9, 2021; 
however, cemeteries are protected by state law. In the Commonwealth of Virginia, a court order is necessary 
to legally remove human remains from a cemetery or burial place and relocate to another cemetery (Code 
of Virginia §57-36, §57-38.1, §57-38.2, and §57-39); a court order would be obtained for this cemetery 
relocation. Due to the unmarked field stones, which may or may not mark the location of additional graves, 
a Permit for the Archaeological Excavation of Human Remains would be required. Additionally, informal 
coordination has occurred between VDOT, the DBT and property owners and the local community and the 
DBT is responsible for formal right of way documentation which would occur once the NEPA phase is 
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complete. Ongoing coordination would be conducted as described in Chapter 2 (Preliminary Right of Way 
Stage) and statutory provisions for cemeteries as described in Chapter 3 (Legal Considerations In Right of 
Way and Utilities Acquisition) of VDOT’s Right of Way Manual of Instructions (VDOT, 2016c). 

Cemeteries are protected by state law, therefore, coordination with the VDHR would occur to adhere to all 
state regulations regarding cemetery relocation. Additionally, per the Uniform Act, FHWA and VDOT 
would continue to coordinate with any potentially affected property owners, including the owner of the 
cemetery property, to ensure no issues or needs are identified as the project advances into the right of way 
stage. Coordination with family members of buried individuals would occur to determine if the affected 
family or families have a new burial preference for relocated graves.  

As the newly identified cemetery is not eligible for listing on the NRHP and appropriate avoidance, 
minimization, and property owner coordination are required by state law, the newly identified impact does 
not represent a significant change or increase to those impacts already documented.  

3.8 NATURAL RESOURCES 

 Streams and Ponds 

Streams. The US Geological Survey (USGS) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
classify watersheds nationwide using a hydrologic unit code (HUC) system in which numerical codes are 
assigned based on stream order and geographic area from largest to smallest. The HUC system is used for 
a variety of planning, scientific, and regulatory purposes. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B is located within the 
Upper Levisa sub-basin (8-digit HUC 05070202). The Upper Levisa boundaries encompass approximately 
1,200 square miles that include a portion of eastern Kentucky, a portion of Wise County, Virginia, nearly 
all of Dickenson County, Virginia, and most of Buchanan County, Virginia. Corridor Q Overlap Phase 
B is located entirely within the Home Creek-Levisa Fork subwatershed (12-digit HUC 050702020201), as 
shown in Figure 5.  

The 2014 Delineation of Potential Jurisdictional Waters Under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (2014 
Delineation), as well as the 2020 Jurisdictional Delineation of Waters of the US Corridor Q Overlap Phase 
B, revised in January 2021 (2021 revised delineation), assigned each stream delineated a flow regime 
classification of ephemeral, intermittent, or perennial based on field review for each identified stream (3B 
Consulting Services, 2014; 3B Consulting Services, 2021a). Presence of a defined bed and bank structure, 
ordinary high water mark, evidence of water flow, and ability to transport nutrients to downstream waters 
were used to delineate the flow regime and jurisdiction of each stream channel observed.  

The following discussion of stream crossings for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B, as well as the stream impact 
lengths in Table 4, are based on the 2021 revised delineation submitted by the project’s design-builder as 
part of the Joint Permit Application (JPA). According to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and 
EPA’s NEPAssist tool databases, these streams are not Wild and Scenic Rivers and do not have special use 
designations.  
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Figure 5. Sub-watersheds (12-Digit HUC) Boundaries 
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Table 4. Potential Impacts to Streams (in miles)  

Stream Type Alternative F1 Modified 
(within Corridor) 

Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
(within Proposed Impact 

Footprint) 
Ephemeral 0.46 0.26 

Intermittent  0.15 0.12 

Perennial  0.57 0.56 

Total 1.18 0.94 
Note: Figures for Alternative F1 Modified do not account for impacts of disposal of excess excavated material since quantities and 
disposal sites were unknown at the time the Alternative F1 Modified corridor was defined.  

All data collected during the site visits were reported on standard US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
jurisdictional determination forms, which are included in the 2021 revised delineation report. The 2020 
Delineation report was submitted on September 4, 2020 to USACE and the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (VDEQ) for review and has since been revised based on the findings of the 2021 
delineation. The revised delineation information was submitted as part of the JPA on January 27, 2021 and 
was approved by the USACE on February 23, 2021. For more information, refer to the Natural Resources 
Technical Memorandum (VDOT, 2021b). 

Based on the 2021 revised delineation, the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B proposed impact footprint would 
cross the following streams (see Figure 6): 

• Levisa Fork 
• Two unnamed tributaries to Levisa Fork 
• One unnamed tributary to Poplar Creek 

The crossing of Levisa Fork would be bridged, and where Levisa Fork flows within and parallel to the right 
of way limits work would not take place within ordinary high water. Although the one unnamed tributary 
to Poplar Creek is within the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B proposed impact footprint, this tributary was 
already impacted by Corridor Q Overlap Phase A. Therefore, this tributary would not experience additional 
impacts caused by Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. The Alternative F1 Modified 750-foot corridor was 
anticipated to cross five streams and was also proposed to cross Levisa Fork on a bridge that would not 
directly encroach into Levisa Fork. Therefore, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B would impact one less stream 
(an unnamed tributary to Levisa Fork) than Alternative F1 Modified. 

Table 4 compares the lengths of delineated streams within the footprint of the Alternative F1 Modified 
750-foot corridor and the proposed impact footprint of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B. Although Levisa Fork 
is within or adjacent to the proposed impact footprint, direct encroachment impacts are not anticipated, and 
are not included in the estimates in Table 4 based on the proposed construction limits being outside Levisa 
Fork (see Figure 1). In total, the Corridor Q Overlap Phase B impact footprint would encompass less 
estimated stream length (approximately 0.94 miles) than the Alternative F1 Modified corridor 
(approximately 1.18 miles) (see Table 4).  
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Figure 6. Waters of the US Jurisdictional Delineation
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In addition, this comparison does not account for the impacts of disposal sites needed to dispose of excess 
excavated material for Alternative F1 Modified because information on these sites was not available when 
the Alternative F1 Modified corridor was defined.  

Ponds. National Wetland Inventory (NWI) mapping depicts one freshwater pond (0.10 acres) within the 
proposed impact footprint. Two isolated open waters (each 0.07 acres) were identified during the 2014 
Delineation as well as the 2020 Delineation, but both are in a different location than the NWI-depicted 
freshwater pond. These isolated open waters are within the proposed impact footprint but are outside of the 
Alternative F1 Modified 750-foot corridor. The wetland delineation report notes that these two isolated 
open waters are manmade features located on a surface mining bench (3B Consulting Services, 2021a). 

Two isolated open waters (each 0.07 acres) were identified during the 2014 Delineation as well as the 2020 
Delineation. These isolated open waters are within the proposed impact footprint of Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B but are outside of the Alternative F1 Modified 750-foot corridor. The difference is attributable to 
the additional areas necessary for disposal areas, specifically the disposal area surrounding Meeting House 
Road adjacent to the location of the isolated open waters. 

Mitigation for unavoidable impacts would be developed in coordination with USACE, VDEQ, and Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission during the permitting process consistent with EPA’s and USACE’s 2008 
Final Rule, Compensatory Mitigation for Losses of Aquatic Resources (73 FR 19594 [April 10, 2008]). 
This rule established a national framework and hierarchy of preferences regarding how compensatory 
mitigation is addressed for project impacts to jurisdictional surface waters. Potential short-term impacts of 
the proposed project would be minimized with implementation of strict erosion and sediment control 
practices in accordance with the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Regulations, the Virginia 
Stormwater Management Law and regulations, and VDOT’s Road and Bridge Specifications (VDOT, 
2020b). Permanent and temporary stormwater management measures, including detention basins, 
vegetative controls, and other measures, would be implemented in accordance with federal, state, and local 
regulations to minimize potential water quality impacts. The potential impacts to surface waters were 
evaluated at a preliminary level in order to illustrate a conservative estimate of impacts to resources. The 
final WOUS and state surface waters impacts would be realized following the permitting process and 
dictated by the final design. The DBT submitted a Joint CWA Section 404 Individual Permit Application 
for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B on January 27, 2021; the JPA was approved by the USACE on February 
23, 2021 (3B Consulting Services, 2021b). 

Overall, as there is a reduction in total stream impacts, the changes documented in this EA do not represent 
a significant change or increase to those impacts already documented. 

 Wildlife and Habitat 

Portions of the proposed impact footprint have experienced noticeable alterations since the late 1800s, 
primarily due to human activity (Buchanan County, 2017). Coal mining has removed, altered, and 
encroached on the various terrestrial wildlife habitats. Rural residential and commercial development 
associated with coal towns have also altered the natural environment. Despite this human activity, portions 
of the proposed impact footprint provide habitat for wildlife. Terrestrial habitat within the proposed impact 
footprint largely consists of hardwood and pine forests. A wide diversity of aquatic habitat is also present 
within the proposed impact footprint. 

The construction of the project would result in removal of wildlife habitat, including forest areas. Based on 
the USGS 2016 National Land Cover Dataset, approximately 196 acres of forest lie within the proposed 
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impact footprint (approximately 283 acres). The ongoing Section 7 consultation has identified additional 
acreage within the additional acquisition areas to represent a maximized impact scenario and currently 
anticipates impacts to approximately 299 acres of forested areas, a 165-acre increase over the 134 acres 
estimated within the Alternative F1 Modified 750-foot-wide corridor. The physical impacts to forest by 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B are estimated at approximately 299 acres in this EA to remain consistent with 
ongoing Section 7 consultation process. The increase in potential impacts to forested areas is attributed to 
the increase in total project area, which includes the additional areas necessary for disposal areas. Corridor 
Q Overlap Phase B would impact streams, as described in Section 3.8.1.  

The final impacts to forested areas would be realized following the permit process and dictated by the final 
design and finalization of the Section 7 consultation process. As the project’s design progresses and 
consultation continues, the potential forested areas impact is anticipated to be reduced and efforts would be 
made to avoid and minimize impacts to forested areas. Additionally, efforts would be made to avoid and/or 
minimize impacts to wildlife habitat.  

Overall, the increase in impacts to wildlife habitat is attributed to the more accurate documentation of 
project footprint available at this level of project development and documented in Section 3.2. Given the 
ample habitat that surrounds the project area, this more accurate estimate does not represent a significant 
increase in anticipated impacts to wildlife and habitat.  

 Threatened and Endangered Species 

Threatened, endangered, and special status species are protected primarily by the ESA of 1973, as amended 
(16 USC Sec. 1531-1543 et seq. / 50 CFR §17; 402). The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regulate 
and protect federally listed threatened, endangered, and special status species under the ESA with the 
primary goal of conserving and recovering listed species. The ESA, with few exceptions, prohibits activities 
affecting threatened, endangered, and special status species unless authorized by a permit. The legal federal 
status of a species is determined by USFWS and NMFS. 

In addition to federal oversight, threatened, endangered, and special status species are also regulated at the 
state level by the Virginia Endangered Species Act (Code of Virginia [COV] §29.1-563 to -570), and the 
Virginia Endangered Plant and Insect Species Act (COV§3.2-1000 to 3.2-1011). State agencies have 
adopted the federal list as well as a state list of threatened, endangered, and special status species, with the 
primary focus of managing Virginia’s wildlife to maintain optimum populations of all species and conserve 
biodiversity.  

The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources (VDWR) is responsible for game, fish, and wildlife 
resources and habitats, and state-listed threatened, endangered, and special status animal species (exclusive 
of insects). The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is responsible for threatened, 
endangered, and special status species of plants and insects. The Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (VDCR)-Department of Natural Heritage (DNH) maintains a statewide database for 
conservation planning and project review. 

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) was removed from the federal list of threatened and endangered 
species in 2007 and removed from the Virginia list of threatened and endangered species in 2013. However, 
the bald eagle still receives protection under the federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 USC § 
668) and federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 USC § 703–712). 
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On August 24, 2020, the VDWR’s Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service (VaFWIS) database 
(2-mile search radius), the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database, the VDCR-
DNH online searchable database, the Center for Conservation Biology (CCB) Mapping Portal, the VDWR’s 
northern Long-eared bat (NLEB) winter habitat and roost tree mapper, VDWR’s tri-colored and little brown 
bat habitat mapper, and the USFWS Virginia Field Office’s Bald Eagle Map Tool were queried to identify 
threatened, endangered, and special status species that may potentially be affected by the project. No bald 
eagle nests or concentration areas were found within 45 miles of the proposed impact footprint (CCB, 2020; 
USFWS, 2020d), and therefore the bald eagle is not addressed further. Database query results for listed 
species are included as Table 5. 

Table 5. Threatened and Endangered Species Carried Forward for Further Analysis 

Common Name Scientific Name Status 
Database 

IPaC VDCR-
DNH 

VaFWIS 
(2 Mile Buffer) 

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis FE/SE X   
Northern Long-eared 

Bat 
Myotis septentrionalis FT/ST X  C 

Virginia Big-eared Bat Corynorhinus townsendii 
virginianus FE/SE X   

Gray Bat Myotis grisescens FE/SE X   
Big Sandy Crayfish Cambarus callainus FT/ST X  P 

Variegate Darter Etheostoma variatum SE   C 

Little Brown Bat Myotis lucifugus SE   C 

Tri-colored Bat Perimyotis subflavus SE   C 

Brown Supercoil Paravitrea septadens ST  X  
FE = federally endangered, FT= federally threatened, SE = state endangered, ST = state threatened, C = confirmed, P = potential 

Source: USFWS IPaC, VDWR VaFWIS, and VDCR-DNH 

The Indiana, NLEB, and Virginia big-eared bat species were considered in the 2014 Environmental Studies 
document (the NLEB was proposed for listing at that time, the final listing occurred April 2, 2015). 
Although the gray bat was added to the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife in 1976, this 
species had not previously been identified by USFWS as being potentially present in Buchanan County. 
The Big Sandy crayfish was added to the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife since 
completion of the 2014 Environmental Studies document (Big Sandy crayfish final listing April 7, 2016). 
The 2014 Environmental Studies document did not discuss impacts to the bald eagle or state-listed species. 
For more information about threatened and endangered species, refer to the Natural Resources Technical 
Memorandum (VDOT, 2021b). Following is a description of the Big Sandy Crayfish and Gray Bat that 
were not previously documented in the 2014 Environmental Studies document.  

Gray Bat (Myotis griscscens) 
The gray bat was listed by USFWS as endangered in April 1976. Home range for the gray bat is limited to 
limestone karst areas in the southeastern United States. Major threats to gray bat include human disturbance, 
habitat loss or degradation, and cave commercialization and improper gating (USFWS, 2019c).  
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Big Sandy Crayfish (Cambarus callainus) 
Big Sandy crayfish was listed by USFWS as endangered in July 2007. The federal status was changed to 
threatened in May 2016. The Big Sandy crayfish is known to occur in the Upper Guyandotte and Bluestone 
River drainages in West Virginia and the upper Russell Fork drainage of Big Sandy in Virginia and possibly 
Kentucky. Within Virginia, the Big Sandy crayfish is known to occur in Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wise 
Counties. Threats to this species include poor water quality (VDWR, 2020d). 

Preliminary Species Conclusions 
No formal bat surveys or habitat assessments have been conducted as part of this EA. However, open mine 
portals near the proposed impact footprint may provide suitable winter habitat for all bat species and 
summer habitat for the Virginia big-eared bat and gray bat. Additionally, the 196 acres of forests within the 
proposed impact footprint may contain suitable summer habitat for the Indiana bat, NLEB, tri-colored bat, 
and little brown bat. Impacts to, or removal of, this habitat may represent impacts to these bat species as 
well. In addition to trees, the Indiana bat and NLEB are known to use open mine portals for hibernacula. 
The proposed project footprint would potentially directly impact 5 bat hibernacula and indirectly impact 2 
additional hibernacula. These impacts will be addressed through the Section 7 Consultation with USFWS. 

To determine the project’s effect on Indiana bat and NLEB, IPaC’s determination key, FHWA, Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA), and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Programmatic Consultation for 
Transportation Projects affecting NLEB or Indiana bat, was run. Since the proposed project would impact 
more than 20 acres of suitable habitat per five miles of road and include new location roadway greater than 
300 feet from an existing road, the project falls outside the FHWA, FRA, and FTA Programmatic Biological 
Opinion for Transportation Projects within the Range of the Indiana Bat and the NLEB, unless USFWS 
determines on a case-by-case basis that the effects of the project fit in the programmatic agreement. 
Conservation measures for all bat species may be implemented depending upon the outcome of agency 
coordination.  

Section 7 Consultation 
As required by state water protection laws and Sections 404/401 of the CWA, the DBT submitted a JPA on 
January 27, 2021 to VMRC, USACE, and VDEQ requesting authorization for impacts to jurisdictional 
streams and wetlands. On February 23, 2021, the USACE deemed the JPA to be complete and thus could 
begin formal review of the permit application. Consultation in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended, is being conducted in parallel with the permitting review process 
and is in accordance with the four points in the 2012 FHWA/VDOT "Memorandum of Understanding: 
Compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act in Relation to the National Environmental Policy 
Act Process". The species subject to Section 7 consultation were determined through agency coordination 
and by following the consultation process outlined in the USFWS’ IPaC system. Species subject to Section 
7 consultation are included in the Species Conclusion Table (USFWS Consultation Code 05E2VA00-2020-
SLI-4881) and include bald eagle (Eagle Act), gray bat, Indiana bat, NLEB, Virginia big-eared bat, and big 
sandy crayfish. A formal survey for Big Sandy crayfish was conducted in July 2020. No specimens were 
observed; therefore, no impacts to Big Sandy crayfish are anticipated (3B Consulting Services, 2021a). 
There is potential habitat for variegate darter and brown supercoil within the proposed impact footprint. 
Conservation measures for these species may be implemented during agency coordination. . 

FHWA submitted a Biological Assessment and requested the initiation of formal consultation on August 3, 
2021. Additional information continues to be provided to USFWS as consultation advances The Section 7 
consultation process will be concluded before any construction activities occur that could affect listed 
species.  
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FHWA’s anticipated location decision represented by its NEPA approval would not change based on the 
results of the Section 7 consultation process.  

The DBT, on behalf of VDOT, will follow all federal, state, and local laws and must secure all appropriate 
permits required to construct the project. Failure to secure the appropriate permits would expose the DBT 
to legal action from enforcement agencies, contractual penalties from VDOT, and the potential loss of 
federal funding. 

Potential impacts to threatened and endangered species were evaluated at a preliminary level and represent 
a conservative estimate of impacts to resources. Impacts to threatened and endangered species would be 
further refined and quantified as design is advanced and the permitting process is followed. Conservation 
measures intended to avoid and/or minimize impacts to threatened and endangered species would be 
coordinated with resource and regulatory agencies and may be implemented depending upon the outcome 
of agency coordination.  

The DBT, on behalf of VDOT, is in the process of coordinating with and/or obtaining permits from the 
USACE, VDEQ, Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), and VMRC as applicable. Section 7 ESA consultation 
is being conducted in parallel with CWA Section 404 permitting process with the USACE. Any 
conservation measures specific to Section 7 would be implemented depending upon the outcome of agency 
coordination. 

Overall, the increase in impacts to threatened and endangered species is attributed to the more accurate 
documentation of project footprint available at this level of project development and documented in Section 
3.1. Mitigation measures would be identified during agency coordination as part of the Section 7 process.  

3.9 NOISE 

Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was evaluated for noise impacts, in accordance with the federal noise policy, 
23 CFR § 772 (2010) and VDOT’s Highway Traffic Noise Impact Analysis Guidance Manual (VDOT, 
2018a).15 Consistent with VDOT current noise policy and guidance, a noise screening analysis was 
completed as part of this EA to evaluate potential noise impacts and noise abatement. This screening 
analysis included a review of previous noise studies, and environmental documents prepared for or in 
support of the Coalfields Expressway/US Route 121 project, which included the following: 

• 1999 Noise Study Report (VDOT, 1999b); 
• 2001 Final EIS (FHWA, 2001a); 
• 2003 Noise Report Addendum (VDOT, 2003); 
• 2004 Final EIS Reevaluation (VDOT, 2004); and 
• 2014 Environmental Studies document (VDOT, 2014a). 

The screening analysis also included a comparison of forecasted design year traffic volumes, detailed three-
dimensional modeling (using version 2.5, the most current version, of FHWA’s Traffic Noise Model 
[TNM]) 16, and a revised noise impact and abatement evaluation discussion. 

The current alignment of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was not fully evaluated in the Final EIS that was 
approved by the FHWA in 2001. The noise study from the 2001 Final EIS was conducted in accordance 
with FHWA guidelines published in Part 772 of the Federal Aid Policy Guide (FHWA, 1997), using 

 
15 Version 8 (Updated February 2018). 
16 As required by 23 CFR § 772 (2010). 
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FHWA’s TNM, versions 1.1 and 2.0. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was originally evaluated in the 2003 
Noise Report Addendum17 and summarized in the 2004 Final EIS Reevaluation18, in accordance with the 
1997 state and federal noise policies and was evaluated with TNM version 2.0. In both the 2003 Noise 
Report Addendum and the 2004 Final EIS Reevaluation, Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was analyzed in a 
location that is approximately 4,500 feet north of where the proposed alignment of Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B is currently proposed to cross Levisa Fork and connect to US Route 460. The 2003 Noise Report 
Addendum and the 2004 Final EIS Reevaluation both reported a future design year noise impact to a 
residence located approximately 40 feet from US Route 460 (south of the proposed connection with 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B), due to noise levels that were predicted to exceed the NAC. A review of the 
2014 Environmental Studies document shows that Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was qualitatively evaluated 
for noise impacts in its current location compared to the 2001 Final EIS; however this review did not address 
the noise impact identified in the 2003 Noise Report Addendum.  

As part of the noise screening analysis, a review of the current design files for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B 
was conducted and 14 noise-sensitive sites19 (i.e., receptors) were identified within 500 feet of the proposed 
alignment, consistent with current VDOT noise policy and guidance. Additionally, these receptors were 
shown to be located outside the proposed construction limits of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B (i.e., not 
potentially relocated). These receptors were evaluated for noise impact, due to sound levels approaching or 
exceeding the NAC for residences (i.e., 66 decibels (dBA) or higher) and were assessed for noise impact 
under the substantial increase criterion (i.e., a 10 dBA difference between existing-year and design year 
build noise levels). Additional noise monitoring was not conducted due to the location of all noise receptors 
within a maximum of 350 feet from existing US Route 460 (Riverside Drive) and the active Norfolk-
Southern Railway.20 

The developed existing and future design year build alternative peak hour traffic volumes used in the 
analysis were based off of the corresponding segments of Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and US Route 460 
used in the 2014 Environmental Studies document.21 The traffic forecasts in the 2014 Environmental 
Studies document, on the section of the Corridor Q Overlap from Route 460 to Route 614, was forecasted 
to increase approximately 17 percent from the 12,500 vpd in 2020 reported in the 2001 Final EIS to 14,600 
vpd in 2035. Design year build noise levels were modeled using posted speeds (55 miles per hour for both 
roadways) since operational speeds were not available. 

Detailed noise models were created using TNM (version 2.5) to represent the existing conditions and future 
design year Build Alternative (to comply with the latest federal noise policy, 23 CFR § 772 (2010) which 
requires the use of FHWA’s TNM version 2.5). Existing year sound levels were predicted to range from 53 
to 69 dBA, resulting in four potential noise impacts to single-family residences along US Route 460 as a 
result of noise levels approaching or exceeding the NAC. Future design year build alternative sound levels 

 
17 Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was referred to as Ramp 2 in the 2003 Noise Report Addendum. 
18 Corridor Q Overlap Phase B was not evaluated in the 1999 Noise Study Report or the 2001 Final EIS. Solely, the mainline was 
evaluated for noise impacts (under Alternative E) in the 1999 Noise Study Report and (under Alternative F1) in the 2001 Final EIS. 
However, Alternative E and F1 share the same alignment and were assessed in accordance with FHWA guidelines published in 
Part 772 of the Federal Aid Policy Guide (FHWA, 1997) and the Virginia State Noise Abatement Policy (VDOT,1997), using 
FHWA’s TNM version 1.1. 
19 Includes ten residences along US Route 460 and two residences that have access through Swinging Bridge Road. 
20 The predicted sound levels do not include the rail noise contribution. 
21 PM peak hour traffic volumes were evaluated to be slightly higher than the AM peak hour and were used for modeling of the 
existing year and design year noise levels. Design year PM peak hour volumes on US Route 121 was 572 vehicles, with truck 
percentages of 2 percent for medium trucks and 2 percent for heavy trucks. Similarly, design year PM peak hour volumes on US 
Route 460 was 333 vehicles south of US Route 460, 137 vehicles north of US Route 460 and 578 vehicles for the existing year 
with truck percentages of 2.1 percent for medium trucks and 2.0 percent for heavy trucks. 
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for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B were predicted to range from 47 to 66 dBA, resulting in one noise impact 
to a single-family residence along US Route 460, located within 500 feet of the proposed alignment, as a 
result of noise levels approaching or exceeding the NAC (see Figure 7).  

The difference in noise impacts is attributed to the relocation of the planned crossing of the Levisa Fork 
south and the connection to existing US Route 460, which altered the 500 foot noise study area to include 
additional receptors (i.e. residences) along existing US Route 460. Future design year build alternative 
sound levels for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B were predicted to range from 47 to 66 dBA, resulting in one 
noise impact to a single-family residence along US Route 460, located within 500 feet of the proposed 
alignment, as a result of noise levels approaching or exceeding the Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC). 

No receptors were predicted to be impacted under the substantial increase criterion. Two receptors (i.e. 
residences) along Meeting Place Road would be potentially acquired by the project. The average decrease 
in noise levels between the existing year and design year build alternative (Corridor Q Overlap Phase B) 
ranged from 3 to 6 dBA, which is stated to be noticeably perceptible by the human ear (FHWA, 2011) and 
can be attributed to the reduced traffic projections on US Route 460, compared to existing year traffic 
volumes. Since noise impacts were predicted under the design year build alternative, noise abatement (i.e., 
noise barriers) was considered. However, based on the preliminary analysis, noise abatement was 
determined to be not feasible for the one impacted residence along Route 460 due to driveway access 
constraints. 

Construction activity may cause intermittent fluctuations in noise levels. During the construction phase of 
the project, reasonable measures would be taken to minimize noise impact from these activities, in 
accordance with VDOT construction noise specifications (VDOT, 2020b). 

While noise impacts were predicted to occur in both the existing and future design year, the overall number 
of noise impacts is only predicted to increase by one. A final determination as to if a noise barrier is 
reasonable and feasible would be conducted during the Final Design Noise Analysis. Based on the 
preliminary noise analysis conducted for this EA, there is no significant change in noise impacts.  
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Figure 7. Corridor Q Overlap Phase B Noise Impacts
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CHAPTER 4.0 COORDINATION AND COMMENTS 
4.1 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

 Design Public Meetings  

As part of the Design Public Meeting for the project, a draft Reevaluation document was prepared for 
Corridor Q Overlap Phase B and made available for public review on the project website 30 days prior to 
the Public Meeting and ending on June 3, 2021, the comment period close date. The project documents, 
including the reevaluation document and supporting technical reports, have remained on the project website 
after the comment period close date for review. To adhere to Governor Ralph Northam’s May 15, 2021 
Seventh Amended Executive Order (EO) 72, which prohibited public gatherings of more than 100 
individuals indoors and 250 individuals outdoors and furthers the EO 51 (2020) that declared a state of 
emergency in Virginia issued in response to the spread of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19), the 
public meetings were held virtually. A virtual Question and Answer Session was held on May 11, 2021 and 
a virtual Design Public Meeting was held on May 18, 2021. To ensure all interested parties were able to 
successfully participate in the virtual style, a second virtual Design Public Meeting was also held on May 
24, 2021.  

The purpose of the virtual Question and Answer Session and virtual Design Public Meetings was to present 
information on proposed changes to the project since it was last presented to the public on September 23, 
2014, present the findings of the Reevaluation, provide a discussion forum between the public and project 
team, and obtain input and comments from the public. All potentially affected property owners, were 
notified via a Design Public Hearing flyer mailed on April 16, 2021, one month in advance of the virtual 
public hearing and were provided an opportunity to provide input. In accordance with the VDOT Public 
Involvement Manual, the draft Reevaluation and associated technical reports were made available for public 
review and comment and posted on the project web site 30 days prior to the virtual public meetings). 
Comments received during the public meetings and public comment period were solely related to project 
schedule and site-specific right-of-way inquiries.  

 Additional Coordination Efforts 

 Additional Local Coordination 

VDOT staff coordinated with the Buchanan County Board of Supervisors during a meeting on May 3, 2021 
where the Board adopted a Resolution to support the proposed location and design for Corridor Q Overlap 
Phase B. Additional coordination with the Town of Grundy on June 3, 2021 indicated the Town Council’s 
support for Corridor Q Overlap Phase B as presented at the virtual Design Public Hearing on May 18, 2021. 
In written correspondence with VDOT, the Town Manager also indicated that no minority populations lived 
in any of the properties that are anticipated to be acquired as part of the project. To verify what the Town 
Manager indicated regarding populations of residents within the anticipated parcels to be acquired, FHWA 
and VDOT are committed to continued coordination with the community as the project advances.  

 Website  

Information for the project and environmental review has been available to the public through the following 
VDOT website: https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_creek-
_phase_b_buchanan_county.asp. During the public involvement comment period, between April 16, 2021 
and ending on June 3, 2021, the comment period close date, the environmental documentation and all public 
involvement materials were made available for public review on the project website.  

https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_creek-_phase_b_buchanan_county.asp
https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/corridor_q_route_460-121_poplar_creek-_phase_b_buchanan_county.asp
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Additionally, project websites have been available for the Corridor Q / Route 460 Connector 
(https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/route_460_connector_- phase_ii_new_construction_buch-
anan_county.asp) and the U.S. Route 121 (Coalfields Expressway) (http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/-
bristol/route_121.asp) to provide general information and a means for the public to contact VDOT about 
the project statuses throughout the NEPA processes and project implementation. 

https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/route_460_connector_-%20phase_ii_new_construction_buch-anan_county.asp
https://www.virginiadot.org/projects/bristol/route_460_connector_-%20phase_ii_new_construction_buch-anan_county.asp
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/-bristol/route_121.asp
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/-bristol/route_121.asp
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